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Containing very myſterious Matter. _ 


Wo 


ISS Mathews did not in the 

leaſt fall ſhort of Mr. Booth in 
4 Y A. Expreſſions of Tenderneſs. Her 
Eyes, the moſt eloquent Orators on ſuch 
Occaſions, exerted their utmoſt Force; and 
at the Concluſion of his Speech, ſbe- caſt a 
Look as languiſbingly ſweet, as ever Cleopatra 
gave to Anthony. In real fact, this Mr. 
Booth had been her firit Love, and had 
made thoſe Impreſſions on her young Heart, 
which the Learned in this Branch of Philo- 
lophy affirm, and perhaps truly, are never 


* 
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When Booth had finiſned his Story, a 
Silence enſued of ſome Minutes; an Inter- 


val which the Painter would deſcribe much 
better than the Writer. Some Readers may 
however be able to make pretty pertinent 
Conjectures, by what I have ſaid above, 
eſpecially when they are told that Miſs Ma- 
thetos broke the Silence by a Sigh, and cried, 
* why is Mr. Booth unwilling to allow me 
the Happineſs of thinking my Misfor- 
tunes have been of ſome little Advantage 
to him? Sure the happy Amelia would 
not be ſo ſelfiſh to envy me that Pleaſure. 
No; not if ſhe was as much the fondeſt 
as ſhe is the happieſt of Women. Good 
Heavens! Madam,* ſaid he, do you 
© call my poor Amelia the happieſt of 


A 


Women? Indeed I do,“ anſwered ſhe 


briſkly. — O Mr. Booth, there is a Speck 
of White in her Fortune, which when it 
< falls to the Lot of a ſenſible Woman, 
makes her full Amends for all the Croſſes 
< which can attend her—Perhaps ſhe may 
< be ſenſible of it; but if it had been my 


Tis bleſt Fate — O Mr. Booth, could I have 


thought when we were firſt acquainted, 
that the moſt agreeable Man in the World 


© had been capable of making the kind, 


© the tender, the affectionate —— | 
| : tac 


* 


the happy Amelia in thoſe Days was un- 
known; Heaven had not then given her 
' 6 2 Proſpect of the Happineſs it intended 
her but yet it did intend it her: For 
« ſure there is a Fatality in the Affairs of 
Love; and the more I reflect on my own 
Life, the more I am convinced of it. O 
+ Heavens! how a thouſand little Circum- 
« ſtances crowd into my Mind. When you 
© firſt marched into our Town, you had then 
« the Colours in your Hand; as you paſſed. 
© under the Window where I ſtood, my 
Glove by accident dropt into the Street; 
you ſtopt, took up my Glove, and put- 
ting it upon the Spike belonging to your 
Colours, lifted it up to the Window. 
Upon this, a young Lady, who ſtood by, 
ſaid, So, Miſs, the young Officer hath 
accepted your Challenge. I bluſh'd then, 
and I bluſh now, when I confeſs to you, 
« I thought you the prettieſt young Fellow 
* I had ever ſeen; and, upon my Soul, I 
believe you was then the prettieſt Fellow 
in the World* — Booth here made a low 
Bow, and cried—<* O dear Madam, how 
ignorant was I of my own Happineſs !* 
Would you-really have thought ſo ? ' an- 
ſwered ſhe, * however, there is ſome Polite- 
* nels, if there be no Sincerity in what you 
Jay.“ Here the Governor of the en- 
S2 . * - cn 


. 


* 
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4 AM ELI A. Bock IV. 
chanted Caſtle interrupted, and entering the 
Room without any Ceremony, acquainted 
the Lady and Gentleman, that it was lock- 
ing up time; and addreſſing Booth, by the 
Name of Captain, aſked him if he would 
not pleaſe to have à Bed; adding, that he 
might have one in the next Room to the 
Lady, but that it would come dear; for 
that he never let a Bed in that Room under 
a Guinea, nor could he afford it cheaper to 


No Anſwer was made to this Propoſal ; 
but Miſs Mathews, who had already learnt 
ſome of the Ways of the Houſe, faid, ſhe 
believed Mr. Booth would like to drink a 
Glaſs of ſomething ; upon which, the Go- 
vernor immediately trumpeted forth the 
Praiſes of his Rack-Punch, and without 
waiting for any farther Commands, pre- 


| ſently produced a large Bowl of that Liquor. 


The Governor having recommended the 
Goodneſs of his Punch by a hearty Draught 
began to revive the other Matter, ſaying 
that he was juſt going to Bed, and mult. 
firſt lock up But ſuppoſe,” ſaid Mis 
Mathews, with a Smile, © the Captain and 
© I ſhould have a Mind to fit up all Night 
— Wich all my Heart, ſaid * 
oa 3 | « bu 


, 


# 
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but I expect a Conſideration for thoſe 


Matters. For my Part, I don't enquire 


© into what doth not concern me; but 
* ſingle and double are two things. If I 
© lock up double, I expect half a Guinea; 
and I'm fure the Captain cannot think 


that's out of the way—lt is but the Price 


of a Bagnio.“ 


Miſs Mathews's Face became of the Co- 
Jour of Scarlet at thoſe Words However, 
ſhe muſtered up her Spirits, and turning to 
Booth, ſaid, what ſay you, Captain? for 
my own Part, I had never leſs Inclination 
to Sleep; which hath the greater Charms 
for you, the Punch or the Pillow? I 
© hope, Madam,“ anſwered Booth, * you 
have a better Opinion of me, than to 
doubt my preferring Miſs Mathews*s Con- 
© verſation to either. I aſſure you,* replied 
* ſhe, it is no Compliment to you, to ſay I 
prefer yours to Sleep at this Time, 


The Governor then, having received his 

Fee, departed ; and turning, the Key, left 
the Gentleman and the Lady to themſelves. 
In Imitation of him, we will lock ap h 
likewiſe a Scene which we do not thin 


B 3 If 


= 


proper to expoſe to the Eyes of the Public. 
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I any over curious Readers ſhould be diſ- 


appointed on this Occaſion, we will recom- 
mend ſuch Readers to the Apologies with 


which certain gay Ladies have lately been 


pleaſed to oblige the World, where they 
will poſſibly find every thing recorded, that 
paſt at this Interval. TY 


But tho* we decline painting the whole 
Scene, it is not our Intention to conceal 


from the World the Frailty of Mr. Booth, 


or of his fair Partner, who certainly paſt 
that Evening, in a Manner inconſiſtent with 


the ſtrict Rules of Virtue and Chaſtity. 


To fay the Truth, we are much more 
concerned for the Behaviour of the Gentle- 
man,, than of the Lady, not only for his 


Sake, but for the Sake of the beſt Woman | 


in the World, whom we ſhould be ſorry to 
conſider as yoked to a Man of no Worth 
nor Honour. : 


We delire therefore the good-natured and 
candid Reader will be pleaſed to weigh at- 
tentively the ſeveral unlucky Circumſtances | 
which concurred ſo critically, that Fortune 
ſeemed to have uſed her utmoſt Endeavours 
to enſnare poor Boozb's Conſtancy. Let 


the Reader ſet before his Eyes a fine young 
Woman, 


Ch. tot A'ME khi\a _8#3 

Woman, in a manner a firſt. Love, conferr- 
ing Obligations, and uſing every Art to 
ſoſten, to allure, to win, and to enflame; 
let him conſider the Time and Place; let 
him remember that Mr. Booth was a young 
Fellow, in the higheſt Vigour of Life; and 
laſtly, let him ade one ſingle Circumſtazce, 
that the Parties were alone together; and 
then if he will not acquit the Defendant, 
he muſt be convicted; for I have nothing | 

more to fay 1 in his Defence. | 


carr 


The latter Part of ohich we expect will pleaſe 
our Reader better than the former. 


Whole Week did our ir Lady and Gen- 
tleman live in this criminal Conver- 
lation, in which the Happineſs of the former 
was much more perfect than that of the 
latter; for tho? the Charms of Miſs Ma- 
thews, and her exceſſive Endearments, ſome- 
times lulled every Thought in the ſweet _ 
Lethargy of Pleaſure. yet in the Intervals 
of his Fits, his Virtue alarmed and rouſed 
him, and brought the Image of poor in- 


jured Amelia to haunt and torment him. 


In fa&, if we regard this World only, it is 
the Intereſt of every Man to be either per- 
1 a 


* 
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fectly good, or completely bad. He liad 
better deſtroy his Conſcience, than gently 
wound it. The many bitter Reflections 
which every bad Action coſts a Mind in 
which there are any Remains of Goodneſs, 
are not to be compenſated by the higheſt 
Pleaſures which ſuch an Action can produce. 


So it happened to Mr. Booth. Repen- 
tance never failed to follow his Tranſgreſ- 
ſions ; and yet ſo perverſe is our Judgment, 
and ſo ſlippery is the Deſcent of Vice, when 
once we are entered into it; the ſame Crime 
which he now repented of, became a Rea- 
ſon for doing that which was to cauſe his 
future Repentance; and he continued to fin 
on, becauſe he had begun. His Repent- 
ance however returned ſtill heavier and 
heavier, ti!l at laft it lung him into a Me- 
lancholy, which Miſs Mathews plainly 
perceived, and at which ſhe could not 
avoid expreſſing ſome Reſentment in ob- 
ſcure Hints, and ironical Compliments on 
Amelia*s Superiority to her whole Sex, who 
could not cloy a gay young Fellow by 
many Years Poſſeſſion. She would then 
repeat the Compliments which others had 
made to her own Beauty — and could not 
forbear once crying out : * Upon my Soul! 
my dear Billy, 1 believe the chief Diſad- 
4 | | vantage 


ch i AMELD 1A: » "2 
| © vantage on my Side, is in my ſuperior 
* Fondnels; for Love, in the Minds of Men, 
* hath one Quality at leaſt of a Fever, 
* which is to prefer Coldneſs in the Object. 
* Confeſs, dear Will, is there not ſomething 
« vaſtly refreſhing in the cool Air of a 
Prude' — Booth fetched a deep Sigh, and 
begged her never more to mention Amelia's 
Name — O Vill,“ cries ſhe, did that 
«* Requeſt proceed from the Motive I could 
« wiſh, I ſhould be the happieſt of Wo- 
mankind.— Lou would not ſure, Ma- 
dam,” ſaid Booth, * defire a Sacrifice, 
which I muſt be a Villain to make to 
any? Deſire !* anſwered ſhe, are there 
any Bounds to the Deſires of Love! 
Have not I been ſacrificed ? Hath not 
my firſt Love been torn from my bleed- 
ing Heart? I claim a prior Right—As 
for Sacrifices, I can make them too; and 
would ſacrifice the whole World at the 
* leaſt Call of my Love. 


. 


Cͤöͤ': „ 


Here ſhe delivered a Letter to Booth, 
which ſhe had received within an Hour, 
the Contents of which were theſe : 4 


B <« Deareſt 


* 


F. v ROSSO SN, 
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« Deareſt Madam, 


© Thoſe only who A know what Love 
is, can have any Conception of the Hor- 
rors I felt at hearing of your Confinement 
at my Arrival in Town, which was this 
Morning. I immediately ſent my Lawyer 
to enquire into the Particulars, who brought 
me the agreeable News that the Man, 
whoſe Heart's Blood ought not to be va- 
lued at the Rate of a ſingle Hair of yours, 
is entirely out of all Danger, and that 
you might be admitted to Bail. I pre- 
{ently ordered him to go with two of my 
Tradeſmen, who are to be bound in any 
Sum for your Appearance, if he ſhould 
be mean enough to proſecute you. Tho' 
you may expect my Attorney with you 
ſoon, I would not delay ſending this, as 1 
hope. the News will be agreeable to you. 
My Chariot will attend at the ſame time to 
carry you where-ever you pleaſe. You 
may eaſily gueſs what a Violence I have 
done to myſelf in not waiting on you in 
Perſon ; but I who know your Delicacy, 
feared it might offend, and that you 
might think me ungenerous enough to 
hope from your Diſtreſſes that Happi- 
nef; s, Which I am reſolved to owe to your 


free Gift alone, hep your Good- pres) 
a 


— 
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oy 
” 11 
— 


« ſhall induce you to beſtow on me what 
no Man living can merit. I beg you will 
« pardon all the Contents of this haſty Let- 
ter, and do me the Honour of believing 


« me, | 
17700 Deareſt Madam, 


© Your moſt paſſionate Admirer, 


N 
3 
+ 


and molt obedient humble Servant, 
D AMON 


Booth thought he had ſomewhere before 
ſeen the ſame Hand ; but in his preſent 
Hurry of Spirits could not recollect whole 


it was; nor did the Lady give him 


any 


Time for Reflection: for he had ſcarce read 
the Letter when ſhe produced a little Bit of 
Paper, and cried out, here, Sir, here are 
the Contents which he fears will offend 
eme.“ She then put a Bank-Bill of 100 J. 


into Mr. Booth's Hands, and aſked 


him 


with a Smile, if he did not think ſhe had Rea- 
fon to be offended with ſo much Inſolence. 


Before Booth could return any Anſwer 


the Governor arrived and introduced Mr. 


Ro- 


gers the Attorney, who acquainted the Lady 
that he had brought her Diſcharge from her 


Confinement, and that a Chariot waite 


d at 


the 
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the Door to attend her where-ever the 
Rn. - 


She received the Diſcharge from Mr. Ro- 
gers, and ſaid ſhe was very much obli- 
ged to the Gentleman who employed him, 
but that ſhe would not make uſe of the 
Chariot, as ſne had no Notion of leaving 
that wretched Place in a triumphant Man- 
ner; in which Reſolution when the Attor- 

ney found her obſtinate, he withdrew, as 
did the Governor with many Bows, and as 


many Ladyſhips. 


They were no ſooner gone, than Booth 


aſked the Lady why ſhe would refuſe the Cha- 


riot of a Gentleman who had behaved with 
ſuch exceſſive Reſpect. She looked earneſtly 
upon him, and cry'd, How unkind is 
that Queſtion ! Do you imagine I would 


go and leave you in ſuch a Situation? 
Thou knoweſt but little of Caliſta. Why 


do you think I would accept this hundred 


Pound from a Man I diſlike, unleſs that 
it was to be ſerviceable to the Man I love! 
© I infiſt on your taking it as your own, and 


© ufing whatever you want of it.“ 


Booth proteſted in the ſolemneſt Manner, 


| that he would not touch a Shilling of it, 


ſaying, 


ch. AME DI 
ſaying, he had already received too many 
Obligations at her Hands, and more than 
ever he ſhould be able, he feared, to repay. 
How unkind,” anfwered ſhe, * is every 
Word you ſay ? Why will you mention 
Obligations? Love never confers any. 
It doth every thing for its own ſake. I 
am not therefore obliged to the Man 
© whoſe Paſſion makes him generous: for 
I feel how inconſiderable the whole World 
would appear to me, if I could throw it 
after my Heart.“ 


Much more of this Kind paſt, ſhe till 
preſſing the Bank-note upon him, and he 
as abſolutely refuſing, *till Booth left the 
Lady to dreſs herſelf, and went to walk in 
the Area of the Priſon. | 46 


Miſs Mathews now applied to the Gover- 
nor to know by what Means ſhe might pro- 
cure the Captain his Liberty. The Gover- 
nor anſwered, as he cannot get Bail, it 
* will be a difficult Matter; and Money to 
be ſure there muſt be: for People no 
doubt expect to touch on theſe Occaſions. 
© When Prifoners have not wherewithal 

* as the Law requires to entitle them- 
* ſelves to Juſtice, why they muſt be be- 
* holden to other People, to give them their 

| : | Liberty; 
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Liberty; and People will not to be ſure 


© ſuffer others to be beholden to them for 
nothing, whereof there is good Reaſon: 


© for how ſhould we all live if it was not for 
© theſe things — Well, well,” ſaid ſhe, and 


how much will it coſt.—“ How much! 


anſwered he, — How much! — why, let 


© me ſee. — Here he heſitated ſome time, 


and then anſwered, * that for five Guineas he 
« would undertake to procure the Captain 
his Diſcharge.* That being the Sum which 


he computed to remain in the Lady's Pocket; 


for as to the Gentleman's, he had long been 


acquainted with the Emptineſs of it. 


Miſs Mathews, to whom Money was as 
Dirt, (indeed ſhe may be thought not to 


have known the Value of it) delivered him 
the Bank-Bill, and bid him get it changed: 


for it the whole, ſays ſhe, will procure him 


his Liberty, he ſhall have it this Evening. 


c The whole, Madam,” es the Go- 


vernor, as ſoon as he had recovered his 


Breath : for it almoſt forſook him at the 
Sight of the black Word Hundred. No, 
no. There might be People indeed but 
I am not one of thoſe. A hundred! no, 
< nor nothing like it. —As for myſelf, as 1 


5 Leid, I wil be content with five Guineas, 


. and 
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and I am ſure that's little enough. What 
other People will expect, I can't exactly 
ſay. — To be ſure his Worſhip's Clerk 
will expect to touch pretty handſomely; 
as for his Worſhip himſelf he never touches 
any thing, that is, not to ſpeak of; but 
then the Conſtable will expect ſomething, 
and the Watchmen muſt have ſomething, 
and the Lawyers on both Sides they muſt 
have their Fees for finiſhing.“— “ Well,” 
ſaid ſhe, * I leave all to you. If it coſts me 
20 J. I will have him diſcharged this Af- 
« ternoon. — But you muſt give his Diſ- 
charge into my Hands, without letting 
the Captain know any thing of the Matter.“ 


„%%% 


The Governor promiſed to obey her Com- 
mands in every Particular; nay, he was ſo 
very induſtrious, that tho* Dinner was juſt 
then coming upon the Table, at her earneſt 
Requeſt, he ſet out immediately on the 
Purpoſe, and went, as he ſaid, in Purſuit 
of the Lawyer. 


All the other Company aſſembled at Ta- 
ble as uſual, where poor Booth was the 
only Perſon out of Spirits. This was im- 
puted by all preſent to a wrong Cauſe z nay, 
Miſs Mathews herſelf either could not, or 
would not, ſuſpect that there was any thing 

| a 
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deeper than the Deſpair of being ſpeedily 
diſcharged, that lay heavy on his Mind. 


However, the Mirth of the reſt, and a 
pretty liberal Quantity of Punch, which he 
ſwallowed after Dinner (for Miſs Mathews 
had ordered a very large Bowl at her own 
Expence, to entertain the good Company 
at her Farewell) ſo far exhilarated his Spirits, 
that when the young Lady and he retired 
to their Tea, he had all the Marks of 
Gayety in his Countenance, and his Eyes 
ſparkled with good Humour. 4 


The Gentleman and Lady had ſpent about 
two Hours in Tea and Converſation, when 
the Governor returned, and privately de- 
hvered to the Lady the Diſcharge for her 
Friend, and the Sum of eighty-two Pounds 
five Shillings ; the reft having been, he 
faid, diſburſed in the Buſineſs, of which he 
was ready at any Time to render an exact 
Account. | 


Miſs Mathews being again alone with 
Mr. Booth, ſhe put the Diſcharge into his 
Hands, deſiring him to aſk her no Queſtions; 
and adding, * I think, Sir, we have neither 
© of us now any thing more to do at this 
Place.“ She then ſummoned the Go- 
a © | vernor, 
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vernor, and ordered a Bill of that Day's 
Expence, for long Scores were not uſua 
there; and at the ſame time ordered a 
Hackney Coach, without having yet deter- 
mined whither ſne would go, but fully de- 
termined ſhe was wherever ſhe went, to take 
Mr. Booth with her. N 


The Governor was now approaching with 
a long Roll of Paper, when a faint Voice 
was heard to cry out haſtily, where is he ?— 
and preſently a female Spectre, all pale and 
breathleſs, ruſhed into the Room, and fell 
into Mr. Booth's Arms, where ſhe' imme- 
diately fainted away. e 


Booth made a ſhift to ſupport his lovely 
Burthen ; tho? he was himſelf in a Condi- 
tion very little different from hers. Miſs 
Mathews likewiſe, who preſently recol- 
lected the Face of Amelia, was ſtruck mo- 
tionleſs with the Surprize z nay, the Go- 
vernor himſelf, tho* not eaſily moved at 
Sights of Horrour, ſtood aghaſt, and nei- 
ther offered to ſpeak nor ſtir. 


Happily for Amelia, the Governeſs of the 
Manſions had out of Curioſity followed 
her into the Room, and was the only uſeful 
Perſon. preſent on this Occaſion ; ſhe im- 

2 | | mediately 
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mediately called for Water, and ran to the 


Lady's Aſſiſtance, fell to looſening her 


Stays, and performed all the Offices proper 
at ſuch a Seaſon 3 which had fo good an 
Effect, that Amelia ſoon recovered. the Diſ- 
order which the violent Agitation of her 
Spirits had cauſed, and found herſelf alive 


and awake in her E Arms. 


Some tender Careſſes, and a ſoft Whiſper 
or two paſt privately between Booth and 
his Lady; nor was it without great Diffi- 
culty, that poor Amelia put ſome Reſtraint 


on her Fondneſs, in a Place ſo improper 


for a tender Interview. She now caſt her 
Eyes round the Room, and fixing them on 


Miſs Matbews, who ſtood like a Statue; 
ſhe ſoon recollected her, and addreſſing her 
by her Name, ſaid, ſure, Madam, I can- 
not be miſtaken in thoſe Features; tho 


meeting you here might almoſt make 


me ſuſpect my Memory.” 


Miſs Mathews's Face was now all covered 
with Scarlet. The Reader may eaſily believe 
ſhe was on no account pleaſed with Amelia's 
Preſence ; indeed, ſhe expected from her 
ſome of thoſe Inſults, of which virtuous 


Women are generally ſo liberal to a Frail 
Siſter 3 


— 4 29 
| Siſter 3 but ſhe was miſtaken, Amelia was 
not one, CO 4:5 


Who thought the Nation ne er would :brives 
Till all the Whores were burnt alive. i 


Her Virtue could ſupport itſelf with its own 
intrinſic Worth, without borrowing any Aſ- 
ſiſtance from the Vices of other Women; 
and ſhe conſidered their natural Infirmities 
as the Objects of Pity, not of n or 
Abhorrence. 


When Amelia therefore perceived the vi- 
ſible Confuſion in Miſs Mathews, ſhe pre- 
ſently called to Remembrance ſome Stories 
which ſhe had imper fectly heard; for as 
ſhe was not naturally attentive to Scandal, 
and had kept very little Company fince her 
Return to England, ſhe was far from being 
a Miſtreſs of the Lady's whole Hiſtory. 
However ſhe had heard enough to impute 
her Confuſion to the right Cauſe ; ſhe ad- 
vanced to her, and told her ſhe was extreme- 
ly ſorry to meet her in ſuch a Place, but 
hoped that no very great Misfortune was 
the Occaſion of it. 


Miſs Mathews began, by 3 to re- 
cover her Spirits. She anſwered with a re- 
ſerved 
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ſerved Air, I am much obliged to you, 
Madam, for your Concern ; we are al] 


liable to Misfortunes in this World. Tn. 


© deed I know not why I ſhould be much 
* aſhamed of being in any Place where J 
am in ſuch good Company. 


Here Booth interpoſed. He had before 
acquainted Amelia in a Whiſper, that his 
Confinement was at an end. The unfor- 


<« tunate Accident, my Dear,* ſaid he, 
« which brought this young Lady to this 


< melancholy Place, is entirely determined 
and ſhe is now as abſolutely at her Liberty 
© as mylelf” 


Amelia imputing the extreme Coldneſs 


and Reſerve of the Lady to the Cauſe al- 
ready mentioned, advanced ſtill more and 
more in proportion as ſhe drew back; till 


the Governor, who had withdrawn ſome 


time, returned, and acquainted Miſs Ma- 
thews that her Coach was at the Door; 


upon which the Company ſoon ſeparated. 
Amelia and Booth went together in Amelid's 


Coach, and poor Miſs Ma/hews was obliged 
to retire alone, after having ſatisfied the 
Demands of the Governor, which in one 


Day only had amounted to a pretty conſi- 


derable Sum : for he with great Dexterity 


Po- 


q 


. 


F "7 6 | 
proportioned his Bills to the Abilities of his 
Gueſts. IE: | | 


It may ſeem perhaps wonderful to ſome 


Readers, that Miſs Mathews ſhould have 


maintained that cold Reſerve towards Amelia, 
ſo as barely to keep within the Rules of Ci- 
vility, inſtead of embracing an Opportunity 
which ſeemed to offer, of gaining ſome 
Degree of Intimacy with a Wife, whoſe 
Huſband ſhe was ſo fond of ; but beſides 
that her Spirits were entirely diſconcerted 
by ſo ſudden and unexpected a Diſappoint- 


ment; and beſides the extreme Horrors 


which ſhe conceived at the Preſence of her 


Rival, there is, I believe, ſomething ſo out- 


rageouſly ſuſpicious in the Nature of all 
Vice, efpecially when joined with any great 
Degree of Pride, that the Eyes of thoſe 
whom we imagine privy to our Failings, are 
intolerable to us, and we are apt to aggra- 


vate their Opinions to our Diſadvantage far 


beyond the Reality. 


CHAP. 


JJ. 
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enn 4 
| * wiſe Obſervations of the Author, 
| | and other Matters. g 


HE RE is nothing more difficult thin | 
to lay down any fixed and certain 
| Rules for Happineſs ; or indeed to judge 
with any Preciſion of the Happineſs of 
| others, from the Knowledge of external c 
Circumſtances. There is ſometimes a little c 
Speck of Black in the brighteſt and gayeſt t. 
Colours of Fortune, which contaminates 
and deadens the whole. On the contrary, 
4 when all without looks dark and diſmal, 
4 there is often a ſecret Ray of Light within 
1 the Mind, which turns every» ; thing 1 to real 
[| 
1 Joy and Gladneſs. * 


1 1 have in the Courſe of ty Life 955 
1 many Occaſions to make this Obſervation; 
and Mr. Booth was at preſent very preg- 
nant Inſtance of its Truth. Ne was juſt 
delivered from a Priſon, and ju the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of his beloved Wife and Cuildren; and 
(which might be imagined grestly to aug- 
ment his Joy) Fortune had done all this 
for him within an Hour, without giving 
him the leaſt Warning or reaſonable Expec- 


tation 
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tation of this ſtrange Reverſe in his Circum- 


ſtances; and yet it is certain, that there 


were very few Men in the World, more 
ſeriouſly miſerable than he was at this In- 
ſtant. A deep Melancholy ſeized his Mind, 


and cold damp Sweats over - ſpread his Per- 


ſon, ſo that he was ſcarce animated; and 


poor Amelia, inſtead of a fond warm Huſ- 


band, beſtowed her Careſſes on a dull life- 


leſs Lump of Clay. He endeavoured how- 


ever at firſt, as much as poſſible, to con- 


ceal what he felt, and attempted what is 
the hardeſt of all Taſks, to act the Part of 
a happy Man; but he found no Supply of 
Spirits to carry on this Deceit, and would 


have probably ſunk under his Attempt, 
had not poor Amelia's Simplicity helped 


Hm to another Fallacy, in which he had 
much better acceſs. | 


This worthy Woman very plainly per- 
ceived the Diſorder in her Huſband's Mind; 
and haviuig . » Doubt of the Cauſe of it, 
eſpecially Wen ſhe ſaw the Tears ſtand in 
his Eyes at the Sight of his Children, threw 
her Arms rodhd his Neck, and embracing 
him with --pturous Fondneſs, cried out, 


| My dear Billy, let nothing make you un- 


* eaſy, Heaven will, I doubt not, provide 
for us and theſe poor Babes. Great For- 
"2 N 


24 AMELIA Book IV. 
tunes are not neceſſary to Happineſs, 
For my own Part, I can level my Mind 
* with any State; and for thoſe poor little 
© Things, whatever Condition of Life we 
© breed them to, that will be ſufficient to 
maintain them in. How many Thou- 
© ſands abound in Affluence, whoſe For- 
© tunes are much lower than ours ! for it is 
© not from Nature, but from Education 
* and Habit, that our Wants' are chiefly 
derived. Make yourſelf eaſy therefore, 
my dear Love; for you have a Wife 
who will think herſelf happy with you, 
| © and endeavour to make you ſo in any 
1 Situation. Fear nothing, Billy, Induſtry 
| vill always provide us a wholeſome Meal; 
6 © and I will take care, that Neatneſs and 
1  Cheerfulneſs ſhall make it a pleaſant one. 


Booth preſently took the Cue, which 
ſhe had given him. He fixed his Eyes on 
her for a Minute, with great Earneſtneſs 
and inexpreſſible Tenderneſs; and then 
cried, O my Amelia, how much are you 
'1 my Superior in every Perfection! How 
& © wiſe, how great, how noble are your 
| « Sentiments! Why can I not imitate what 
[ © I ſo much admire? Why can I not look 
| with your Conſtancy, on thoſe dear little 
| [ © Pledges of our Loves. All my Philoſo- 
| 


PV 
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« phy is baffled with the Thought, that my 
« Amelia's Children are to ſtruggle with a 
« cruel hard unfeeling World, and to buf- 
« fet thoſe Waves of Fortune, which have 
« overwhelmed their Father — Here I own. 
I want your Firmneſs, and am not with- 
out an Excuſe for wanting it; for am I 
not the cruel Cauſe of all your Wretched- 
* neſs? Have I not ſtept between you and 
« Fortune, and been the curſed Obſtacle to 
all your Greatneſs and Happineſs. _ 


* Say not ſo, my Love, anſwered ſhe. 
Great I might have been, but never happy 
with any other Man. Indeed, dear Billy, 
I laugh at the Fears you formerly raiſed 
in me; what ſeemed ſo terrible at a Di- 
ſtance, now it approaches nearer, appears 
to have been a mere Bugbear — and let 
this comfort you, that I look on myſelf 
at this Day as the happieft of Women ; 
nor haye I done any thing which I do not 
rejoice in, and would, it I had the Gift 
of Preſcience, do again.” 


LS SS GANSS 


- Booth was ſo overcome with this Bcha. 
viour, that he had no Words to anſwer. 
| To ſay the Truth, it was difficult to find 
any worthy of the Occaſion. He threw 
himſelf proſtrate at her Feet, whence poor 

Vor. II. 5 Amelia 
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Amelia was forced to uſe all her Strength ay 


well as Entreaties to raiſe, and place him in 


Such is ever the Fortitude of perfect In- 
nocence, and ſuch the Depreſſion of Guilt 
in Minds not utterly abandoned. Booth 

was naturally of a ſanguine Temper ; nar 
would any ſuch Apprehenſions as he men- 
tioned have been ſufficient to have reſtrained 

his Joy, at meeting with his Amelia. In 
fact, a Reflection on the Injury he had done 
her was the ſole Cauſe of his Grief. This 
it was that enervated his Heart, and threw 
him into Agonies, which all that Profuſion 
of heroic Tenderneſs that the moſt. excel- 
Jent of Women intended for his Comfort, 
ſerved only to heighten and aggravate ; as 
the more ſhe r 15 in his Admiration, the 
more ſhe quickened his Senſe of his own 
Unworthineſs. 


Alfter a diſagreeable Evening, the firſt of 
that Kind that he had ever paſt with his 
Amelia, in which he had the utmoſt Diffi- 
ny to force a little Cheerfulneſs, and in 
which herSpirits were at length over-power- 
ed by diſcerning the Oppreſiion on his the 
retired to Reſt, or rather to Miſery, which 


need not be deſcribed, 
| The 
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The next Morning at Breakfaſt. Beotb 
began to recover a little from his Melan- 
choly, and to taſte the Company” of his 
Children, He now firſt thought of eaquir- 
ing of Amelia, by what Means: ſhe bad dif- 
covered the Place of his Confinement. Ame 
lia, after gently rebuking him for not bay» 
ing himſelf acquainted her with it, infarmed 
him, that it was known all over the: Coun- 
try, and that ſhe had traced the- Qriginal 
of it to her Siſter; who had ſpread the 
News with a malicious Joy, and added a 
Circumſtance, which would have frightned 
her to Death, had not her Knowledge: of 
him made her give little Credit to it, which 
was, that he was committed for Murder. 
But tho' ſhe had diſcredited this Part, ſhe 
faid, the not hearing from him during ſe- 
veral ſucceſſive Poſts made her too appre- 
henſive of the reſt. That ſhe. got a Con- 
veyance therefore for herſelf and Children 
to Saliſtury; from whence the Stage - Coach 
had brought them ta Town, and having 
depoſited the Children at his Lodging, of 
which he had ſent her an Account on his firſt 
Arrival in Town, ſhe took a Hack, and 
came directly to the Priſon where ſhe heard 
he was, and where ſhe found him. 


Ce Boath 
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n excuſed himielf, and Wich Truth 


as to his not having writ: For in fact, he 
had writ twice from the Priſon, tho? he had 


mentioned nothing of his Confinement ; but 
as he ſent away his Letters after Nine at 
Night, the Fellow, to whom they were 


| entruſted, had burnt them both for the Sake 


of putting the two Pence in his own Pocket, 
or rather in the Pocket of the Keeper of 


the next Gin-Shop. 


As to the Account which Amelia gave 


him, it ſerved rather to raiſe than to ſatisfy 


his Curiofity. He began to ſuſpect, that 
ſome Perſon had ſeen both him and Miſs 


| Mathews together in the Priſon, and had 


confounded her Caſe with his; and this the 
Circumſtance of Murder made the more 
probable. But who this Perſon ſhould be, 
he could not gueſs. After giving himſelf 
therefore ſome Pains in forming Conjectures 
to no Purpoſe, he was forced to reſt con- 


tented with his Ignorance of the real Truth. 


Two or three Days now paſt without 
producing any thing remarkable; unleſs it 


were, that Booth more and more recovered 


his Spirits, and had now almoſt regained 
his former Degree of Cheerfulneſs, 1 
2 8 the 


the following Letter arrived again to tor- 
ment him. N. 
Dear Bllh, A 
To convince you I am | the moſt rea- 

© ſonable of Women, I have given you up 


three whole Days to the unmoleſted Poſ- 


« ſeſſion of my fortunate Rival; I can re- 
frain no longer from letting you know 


k 
- 
* 


and Trumpet; where 1 expect this Even- 


a A K K K = 


more Affection than any other Woman 
in the World can de. 


My dear Billy, 3 con" 
«© Your affectionate, fond, doating 


F. MaTrews,” ' 


Booth tore the Letter with Rage, and 
threw it into the Fire; reſolving never to 
viſit the Lady more, unleſs it was to pay 
her the Money ſhe had lent him, which he 
was determined to do the very firſt Oppor- 
hoy) for it was not at preſent in his 

ower. | ap tue 


that I lodge in Dean Street, not far from 
the Church, at the Sign of the Pelican 


ing to ſee you — Believe me, I am with 


G8 > > This 
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This Letter threw him back into his Fit 
of Dejection, in which he had not conti- 
nued long, when a Packet from the Country 


brought him the following from his Friend 


Dr. Harriſon. 
Six, Lyons, January 21. N. S. 


© Tho! I am now on my Return home, 
© | have taken up my Pen to communi- 
© cate to you ſome News I have heard from 
«© England, which gives me much Uneaſi- 
* neſs, and concerning which I can indeed de- 
© liver my Sentiments with much more Eaſe 


this way than any other. In my Anſwer to 


« your laſt I very freely gave you my Opi- 
nion, in which it was my Misfortune to 
< diſapprove of every Step you had taken; 
© but thoſe were all pardonable Errors. Can 
you be {> partial to yourſelf, upon cool 
and ſober Reflexion, to think what I am 
going to mention ſo, when you hear it? 
1 promiſe you, it appears to me a Folly 
of fo monftrous a Kind, that had I heard 


© it from any but a Perſon of the higheſt 


* Honour, 1 ſhould have rejected it as ut- 
© tefly incredible. I hope you already gueſs 
© what I am about to name; ſince Heaven 
« forbid your Conduct ſhould afford you 
-* kny Choice of ſuch groſs Inſtances ot 
| - #% Weaknes, 
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« Weakneſs, th a word then you have ſer 
ub  Equifige. Whit thall L invent! in 
© your Excule, däther to others, or to my- 
(elf? In truth, 1 can find no Excuſe for 
you, and what is more, I am certain you 
can find none for yourſelf. I muſt deal 
thetefote vety plainly and ſincerely with 
you. Vanity 1s always ny K lee but 
when joined with Bithor efty, it becomes 
ade and deteſtable. At whoſe Expence 
are you to fi this Equipage? Is it 
not entirely at the Expence of others; and 
will it not hor end in that of your poor 
Wife and Children? You kflow you are 
(-— Yeats in Arrtars to me. If I could 
impute this to any extraordinary or com- 
men Actident, I think 1 ſhould never - 
have niehtioned it; but I will not fuffer 
my Money to fupport the ridiculous, and 
I truſt fay, criminal Vanity L y Mien „ 
1 expett therefore to find àt m eturn, | 
that you have either diſcharged hy Whole 
Debt, or your Equipage. Let e beg 
you ferio tb conſider your Circumſtan- 
ces and Condition in Life, and to retttem- 
ber that your Situation will not Juſtify an any 
the leaſt unneceffary Expence. Simply 0 
© be poor, ſays my favourite Greek Hiſtorian, 
* was not Held ſcantlatons by the wiſe Athe- 
* filaris, But Hip bly fo, to owt that Poverty to 
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our own Jndiſcretion. Preſent my Af. 
fections to Mrs. Booth, and be aſſured, 
that I ſhall not without great Reaſon, and 
great Pain too, ever ceaſe to be, 


Tour moſt faithful Friend, 
; R. HARRISON. 


HFad this Letter come at any other time, 
it would have given Booth the moſt ſenſi - 
ble Affliction; but ſo totally had the Affair 
of Miſs Mathews poſſeſſed his Mind, that 
like a Man in a .moſt raging Fit of the 
Gout, he was ſcarce capable of any addi- 
tional Torture; nay, he even made a uſe of 
this latter Epiſtle, as it ſerved to account to 
Amelia for that Concern which he really felt 
on another Account. The poor deceived 
Lady therefore applied herſelf to give him 
Comfort where he leaſt wanted it. She ſaid 
he might eaſily perceive that the Matter 
had been miſrepreſented to the Doctor, who 
would not, ſhe was ſure, retain the leaſt 
Anger againſt him when he knew the real 


Aſter a ſhort Converſation on this Sub- 
ject, in which Booth appeared to be greatly 
conſoled by the Arguments of his Wife, 


they parted. He went to take a JOS 
o n 
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the Park, and ſhe remained at home to Pe- - 
pare him his Dinner. 


He was no ſooner departed than his little 
Boy, not quite ſix Years old, ſaid to Ame-' 
las La! Mamma, what is the Matter with 

* poor Papa, what makes him look ſo as if he 
was going to cry? He is not half ſo merry 
as he uſed to be in the Country.“ Amelia 
anſwered, * Oh ! my dear ! your Papa is only 
a little thoughtful, he will be merry again 
« ſoon.*—Then looking fondly on her Chil- 
dren, ſhe burſt into an Agony of Tears, 
and cried, Oh Heavens! what have theſe 
poor little Infants done ? why will the bar- 


barous World endeavour to {ſtarve them, 


* by depriving us of our only Friend ? — 
* O my dear, your Father is ruined,” and 
© we are undone.” The Children preſently 
accompanied their Mother's Tears, and the 
Daughter cried Why, will any body hurt 
poor Papa? Hath he done any harm to 
any body? — No, my dear Child:“ 
ſaid the Mother, he is the beſt Man in 
* the World, and therefore they. hate him.* 
Upon which 'the Boy, who was extremely 
ſenſible at his Years, anſwered, * Nay, 
Mamma, how can that be? Have not you 
often told me, that if I was good, every 
; body would love me? «All good Peo 
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ple will,“ anſwered the. © Why don't 
they love Papa then ?? replied the Child, 
for I am ſure he is very good.“ So they 
do, my dear,“ ſaid the Mother, but there 
© zre more bad People in the World, and 
they will hate you for your Goodneſs.” 
© Why then bad People,” cries the Child, 
are loved by more than the Good No 
Matter for that, my Dear,“ ſaid ſhe, *© the 
Love of one good Perſon is more worth 
having, than that of a thouſand wicked 

© ones; nay, if there was no ſuch Perſon 

© in the World, ſtill you muſt be a good 
- © Boy: for there is one in Heaven who will 
© love you; and his Love is better for you 
than that of all Mankind.” 


This little Dialogue we are apprehenſrve 
will be read with Contempt by many; in- 
deed we ſhould not have thought it worth 
recording, was it not for the excellent Ex- 
ample which Amelia here gives to all Mo- 
thers. This admirable Woman never let a 
Day paſs, without inſtructing her Children 
in ſome Leſſon of Religion and Morality. 
By which Means, ſhe had in their tender 
Minds ſo ſtrongly annexed the Ideas of 
Fear and Shame to every Idea of Evil of 
which they were ſuſceptible, that it muſt 
requite great Pains and Length of Habit to 
. | ſeparate 
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ſeparate them. Tho” ſhe was the tendereſt 

Mothers, ſhe never ſuffered any Symptom 
of Malevolence to ſhew itſelf in their moſt 
trififps Actions Without Difcouragemenr, 
without Rebuke ; and if it broke forth. 
with any- Rancour, without Puniſhment. 
In which ſhe had ſuch Succeſs; that not 
the leaſt Marks of Pride, Envy, Malice, 
or Spite diſcovered itſelf in any of theit 
little Words or Deeds. | | 
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Gitl, who was their only Setvant, had 
dreſt her Dinner; and ſhe had likewiſe 
dreſt herſelf as neat as any Lady who had 
a regular Set of SefVants could have done: 
when Booth returned, and brought with 
him his Friend James, whom he had met 
with in the Park; and who, as Booth ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to dine away from his Wife, 
to whom he had promiſed to return, had 
invited himſelf to dine with him. Amelia 
had nene of that paultry Pride, which poſ- 
ſeſſes ſo many of her Sex, and which dif. 
concerts their Tempers, and gives thenk 


* 
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the Air and Looks of Furies, 4 their Huſ- 
bands bring! in an unexpected Gueſt, with- 
out giving them timely Warning to provide 
a Sacrifice to their own Vanity. Amelia 
received her Huſband's Friend with the ut- 
moſt Complaiſance and good Humour: 
She made indeed ſome Apology for the 
Homelineſs of her Dinner; but it was po- 
litely turned as a Compliment to Mr. James's 
Friendſhip, which could carry him where 
he was ſure of being ſo ill entertained; and 
gave not the leaſt Hint how magnificently 
me would have provided, had ſhe expected 
tbe Favour of ſo much good Ke A 
Phraſe which is generally meant to contain 


not only an Apology for the Lady of the 
Houſe, but a tacit Satir on her Gueſts 
for their Intruſion, and is at leaſt a ſtrong 
Inſinuation that they are not welcome. 


Amelia failed not to enquire very earneſtly 
alter her old Friend Mrs. James, formerly 
Miſs Bath, and was very ſorry to find that 
ſhe was not in Town. The Truth was, as 
James had married out of a violent Liking 
of, or Appetite to her Perſon, Poſſeſſion 
had ſurfeited him, and he was now grown 
ſo ily tired of his Wife, that ſne had 
very little of his Company; ſhe was forced 
therefore to content herſelf with being the 
+ M.iſtreſ 


ch. 4. K ME I. I A. 37 


Miſtreſs of a large Houſe and Equipage in 


Roof, ſhe had little more of her Huſband's 


the Country, ten Months in the Year by 
herſelf. The other two' he- indulged her 


with the Diverſions of the Town ; but 


then, tho“ they lodged under the ſame 


Society, than if they had been 100 Miles 
a- part. With all this, as ſhe was a Wo- 
man of calm Paſſions, ſhe made herſelf 
contented ; for ſhe had never had any vio- 
lent Affection for James; the Match was 
of the prudent Kind, and to her Advant- 
age: for his Fortune, by the Death of an 
Uncle, was become very conſiderable; and 
ſhe had gained every thing by the Bargain 
but a Huſband, which her Conſtitution ſuf- 
tered her to be very well ſatisfied without. 


When Amelia after Dinner retired to her 
Children, Fames began to talk to his 
Friend concerning his Affairs. He adviſed 
Booth very earneſtly to think of getting 
again into the Army, in which he himſelf 
had met with ſuch Succeſs, that he had ob- 
tained the Command of a Regiment, to 
which his Brother-in-Law was Lieutenant- 


Colonel. Theſe Preferments they both 


owed to the Favour of Fortune only: for 
tho there was no Objection to either of 
their military Characters; yet neither of 
Nn | them 
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them had any extraordinary Deſert; and if 
Merit in the Service was a ſufficient Re- 
commendation, Beoth, who had been twice 
wounded in the Siege, ſeemed to have the 
faireſt Pretenſions; but he remained a poor 
half-pay Lieutenant, and the others were, 
as we have ſaid, one of them a Lieutenant. 
- Colonel, and the other had a Regiment, 
Such Riſes we often fee in Life, without 
being able to give any ſatisfactory Account 
of the Means, and therefore aſcribe them 
to the good Fortune of the Perſon. 


Both Colonel James and his Brother-in- 
Law were Members of Parliament : for as 
the Uncle of the former had left him toge- 
ther with his Eſtate, an almoſt certain In- 
tereſt in a Borough, ſo he choſe to confer 
this Favour on Colonel Bath ; a Circum- 
ſtance which would have been highly im- 
material to mention here; but as it ſerves 
to ſet forth the Goodneſs of Fames, who 
endeavoured to make up in Kindneſs to the 
Family, what he wanted in Fondneſs for 
his Wife. h 


Col. James then endeavoured all in his 
Power to perſuade Booth to think again of 
a military Life, and very kindly offered 

him his Intereſt towards obtaining him 4 
dann 
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Company in the Regiment under his Com- 
mand. Booth muſt have been a Madman in 
his preſent Circumſtances to have hefitared 
one Moment at accepting ſuch an Offer, and 
he well knew Amelia, notwithſtanding her 
Averſion to the Army, was much too wiſe to 
make the leaſt Scruple of giving her Conſent. 
Nor was he, as it appeared afterwards, miſ- 
taken in his Opinion of his Wife's Under- 
ſtanding: for ſhe made not the leaſt Objec- 
tion when it was communicated to her, but 
contented herſelf with an expreſs Stipulation, 
that wherever he was commanded to go (for 
the Regiment was now abroad) ſhe would 
accompany him. — ; 


Booth therefore accepted his Friend's 
Propoſal with a Profuſion of Acknowledg- 
ments; and, it was agreed, that Bootb 
ſhould draw up a Memorial of his Preten- 
ſons, which Col. James undertook to pre- 
{ent to ſome Man of Power, and to back 
it with all the Force he was able. 


Nor did the Friendſhip of the Colonel 
ſtop here. You will excuſe me, dear 
_ © Booth,” ſaid he, if after what you have 
told me (for he had been very explicite 
in revealing his Affairs to him) © I ſuſpe& 
£ you muſt want Money at this Time. If _ 
| * 5 — 
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© be the Caſe, as I am certain it muſt be, 
I have fifty Pieces at your Service.“ This 
| Generoſity brought the Tears into Bootb's 
Eyes; and he at length confeſt, that he had 
not five Guineas in the Houſe ; upon which 
James gave him a Bank- bill for 201. and 
ſaid he would give him thirty more the next 
Time he ſaw him. 


Thus did this generous Colonel (for ge- 
nerous he really was to the higheſt Degree) 
reſtore Peace and Comfort to this little Fa- 
mily; and by this Act of Beneficence make 
two of the worthieſt People, two of the 
happieſt that Evening. 


Here Reader give me leave to ſtop a mi- 
1 to lament that ſo few are to be found 
of this benign Diſpoſition; that while Wan- 
tonneſs, Vanity, Avarice and Ambition are 
every Day rioting and triumphing in the 
Follies and Weakneſs, the Ruin and Deſo- 
lation of Mankind, ſcarce one Man in a 
_ thouſand is capable of taſting the Happi- 
nels of others. Nay, give me leave to 
wonder that Pride, which is conſtantly ſtrug- 

ling, and often impoſing on itſelf to gain 

me little Pre-eminence, ſhould ſo ſeldom 
hint to us the only certain as well as laud- 


able way. of ſetting ourſelves above another 
8 Man, 
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Man, and that is by becoming his Bene- 


„ I KS! 
| Containing an Eulogium upon Innocence, and 

other grave Matters. 
BOOT H paſt that Evening, and all the 

_ = ſucceeding Day with his Amelia, with- 

out the Interruption of almoſt a ſingle 

Thought concerning Miſs Mathews, after 
having determined to go on the Sunday, 

the only Day he could venture without the 
Verge" in the preſent State of his Affairs, 
and pay her what ſhe had advanced for him 
in the Priſon. But ſhe had not ſo long 
Patience; for the third Day, while he was 
| fitting with Amelia, a Letter was brought 
to him. As he knew the Hand, he imme- 
diately put it in his Pocket unopened, not 
without ſuch an Alteration in his Counte- 
nance, that had Amilia, who was then play- 
ing with one of the Children, caſt her Eyes 
towards him, ſhe muſt have remarked it. 
This Accident however luckily gave him 
Time to recover himſelf : for Amelia was 
ſo deeply engaged with the little one, that 
ſhe did not even remark the Delivery of 
the Letter. The Maid ſoon after returned 


into 
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to the Room, ſaying the Chairman defired 
to know if there was any Anſwer to the 
Letter — What Letter,“ cries Booth. — 
* The Letter I gave you juſt now, an- 
ſwered the Girl.—*< Sure, cries Booth, the 
Child is mad, you gave me no Letter.?.= — 
« Yes, indeed 1 did, Sir,” ſald the poor 
Girl. Why then, as ſure as Fate,“ cries 
Booth, © I threw it into the Fire in my Re- 
* veree, why, Child, why did you not tell 
© me it was a Letter? Bid the Chairman 
come up= ſtay, I will go down myftlf; | 
for he will otherwiſe dirt the Stairs with 
© his Feet.” He WY a 


Amelia was gently chiding the Girl for her 
Careleſſneſs, when Booth returned, ſaying, 
it was very true that ſhe had delivered him 
à Letter from Col. James, and that perhaps 
it might be of Conſequence. However,? 
ſays he, T will ſtep to the Coffee-houſe, 
and ſend him an Account of this ſtrange 

* Accident, which I know he will pardon in 

my pteſent Situation.” 


Booth was overjoyed at this Eſcape which 
poor Amelia's total Want of all Jealouſy and 
Suſpicion, made it very eaſy for him to 
accompliſh : but his Pleaſure was conſider- 
ably abated, when upon opening the Let 

ter, 
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ter, he found it to contain, mixed with ſe- 


veral very ſtrong Expreſſions of Love, ſome 
pretty warm ones of the upbraiding Kind; 


but what moſt alarmed him was a Hint, 
that it was in her Power (Miſs Mathews's) 


Power, to make Amelia as miſerable as her- 


ſelf. Beſides the general Knowledge of 
rm—= Furens quid Fæmina paſſit, Xi 


he had more particular Reaſons to appre- 
hend the Rage of a Lady, who had given 
ſo ſtrong an Inſtance how far ſhe could cat 
her Revenge. She had already fent a 
Chairman to his Lodgings, with a poſitive 
Command not to return without an Anſwer 
to her Letter. This might of itſelf have 
poſſibly occaſioned a. Diſcovery ; and he 
thought he had great Reaſon to fear, that 
if ſhe did not carry Matters ſo far as pur- 
poſely and avowedly to reveal the Secret to 
Amelia, her Indiſcretion would at leaſt effect 
the Diſcovety of that which he would at any 
Price have concealed, Under thefe Terrours 
he might, I believe, be confidered as the 
moſt wretched of human Beings. 


O Innocence, how glorious and happy a 
Portion art thou to the Breaſt that poſſeſſes 
thee! Thou feareſt neither the Eyes nor the 

Tongues 


„„ — 
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Tongues of Men. Truth, the moſt pow- 
erful of all things, is thy ſtrongeſt Friend; 
and the brighter the Light is in which thou 
art diſplayed, the more it diſcovers thy 
tranſcendent Beauties. Guilt, on the con- 
trary, like a baſe Thief, ſuſpects every Eye 
that beholds him to be privy to his Tranl- 
- greſſions, and every Tongue that mentions 
his Name to be proclaiming them. Fraud 
and Falſhood are his weak and treacherous 
Allies; and he lurks trembling in the Dark, 
dreading every Ray of Light, left it ſhould 
diſcover him, and give him up to Shame 
and Puniſhment. . 


While Booth was walking in the Park 
with all theſe Horrors in his Mind, he again 
met his Friend Col. James, who ſoon took 
notice of that deep Concern which the other 
was incapable of hiding. After ſome little 
Converſation, Booth ſaid, my dear Colonel, 
IJ am ſure I muſt be the moſt inſenſible 
of Men, if I did not look on you as the 
beſt and the trueſt Friend; I will there- 
fore without Scruple repoſe a Confidence 
in you of the higheſt Kind. I have often 
made you privy to my Neceſſities, I will 
now acquaint you with my Shame, pro- 
vided you have Leiſure enough to give 


me a Hearing : for I muſt open to 155 
| long 
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long Hiſtoty, ſince I will not reveal my 
Fault, without informing you, at the 


ſame time, of thoſe Circumſtances, which, 
on hope, will in ſome meaſure excuſe i it.“ 


The Colonel very readity agreed to give 85 
his Friend a patient Hearing. So they walk- 
ed directly to a Coffee-houſe at the Corner of 
Spring-Garden, where being in a Room by 
themſelves, Booth opened his whole Heart, 
and acquainted the Colonel with his Amour 
with Miſs Mathews from the very Begin- 
ning, to his receiving that Letter which had 
cauſed all his preſent Uneaſineſs, and which 
he now delivered into his Friend's Hand. 


"i. Colonel read the Letter very atten- 
tively twice over: (he was ſilent indeed 
long enough to have read it oftener) and 
then turning to Booth ſaid, * Well, Sir; 
and is it ſo grievous a Calamity to be the 
Object of a young Lady' s Affection; 
* eſpecially of one whom you allow to be 
* ſo extremely handſome ?* © Nay, but my 
dear Friend,“ cries Booth, do not jeſt 
* with me; you who know my Amelia.“ 

Well, my dear Friend,“ anſwered James, 
* and you know Amelia, and this Lad y too 
hut what would you have me do for 

you.“ © I would have you give me your 

1 WR 6 Advice, | 
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< Advice,” lays Booth, © by what Method 
© I ſhall get rid of this dreadful Woman 


without a Diſcovery.” * And do you 


really,“ cries the other, © deſire to get rid 
of her.” Can you doubt it,* ſaid Booth, 
after what I have communicated to you, 
and after what you yourſelf have ſeen in 
my Family? for I hope, notwithſtanding 
this fatal Slip, I do not appear to you in 
the Light of a Profligate.* © Well, an- 
ſwered James, and whatever Light I may 
appear to you in, if you are really tired 


NN M A A aA A AK 


© of the Lady, and if ſhe be really what 


© you have repreſented her, I'll endeavour 
to take her off your Hands; but I inſiſt 
upon it, that you do not deceive me in 
any Particular.” Booth proteſted in the 
maſt ſolemn manner that every Word which 
he had ſpoken was ſtrictly true; and being 

aſked whether he would give his Honour 
never more to viſit the Lady, he aſſured 
James that he never would. He then, at 
his Friend's Requeſt, delivered him Miſs 
Mat bew s Letter, in which was a ſecond 
Direction to her Lodgings, and declared to 
him, that if he could bring him ſafely out 


of this terrible Affair, he ſhould think him- 


ſelf to have a ſtill higher Obligation to his 
Friendſhip, than any which he had already 
received from it. | 
9 3 Booth 


— 
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Both preſſed the Colonel to go home 
with him to Dinner, but he exculed him- 


ſelf, being, as he ſaid, already. engaged. 


| However, he undertook in the Afternoon to 


do all in his Power, that Booth ſhould receive 
no more Alarms from the Quarter of Miſs 
Mathews, whom the Colonel undertook to 


>” © © '&'s 


| 7 all the Demands ſne bad on his Friend. 


to Dinner at the King' s Arms, and Booth 
returned in high Spirits to meet his Amelia. 


The next Day early! in the Morning: the 
Colonel came to the Coffee-houſe, and ſent 
for his Friend, who lodged but at a little 
Diſtance. The Colonel told him he had 
a little exaggerated the Lady's Beauty; 
however, he ſaid, he excuſed that; © for you 
- * might think perhaps, cries he, that 

* your 2k IR to the fineſt Woman in 


\ © the World, might want ſome Excuſe. 


Be that as it will,” ſaid he, you may 
make yourſelf caly, as it will be, I am 
* convinced, your own Fault, if you have 


Jever any further Moleſtation en Miſs 


* Mathews. 


LY po red. forth, very warmly a great 
5 Gr atitude on t A 
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and nothing more any-wiſe material paſt at 
this Interview, which was very ſhort, the 
Colonet being in a great Hurry, as he had, 
he ſaid, ſome Buſineſs of very great Im- 


— 


portance to tranſact that Morning. 


The Colonel had now ſeen Booth twice, 
without remembring to give him the thirty 
Pound. This the latter imputed intirely to 
Forgetfulneſs; for he had always found 
the Promiſes of the former to be equal in 
Value with the Notes or Bonds of other 
People. He was more. ſurprized at what 
happened the next Day, when meeting his 
Friend in the Park, he received only a cold 
Salute from him; and tho' he paſt him 
fave or fix times, and the Colonel was walk- 
ing with a ſingle Officer of no great Rank, 
and with whom he ſeemed in no earneſt 
Converſation z yet could not Boozh, who 
wh alone, obtain any further Notice from 

im. „ 3 


This gave the poor Man ſome Alarm; 
tho? he could ſcarce perſuade himſelf there 
was any Deſign in all this Coldneſs or For- 

getfulneſs. Once he imagined that he had 
leſſened himſelf in the Colonel's Opinion, 
by having diſcovered his Inconſtancy to 
Amelia; but the known Character of oy 
N | T1 hes, 
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y moſt unpardonable Height; and made no 
0 Scruple of openly declaring, that if he ever 
d liked a Woman well enough to be uneaſy 
in on her account, he would cure himſelf, if 
er he could, by enjoy ing her, whatever might 
at be the Conſequence. | 
Us | „ 16. 38 50 | 
1a Booth could not therefore be perſuaded 
im that the Colonel would ſo highly reſent in 
k- another a Fault, of which he was himſelf 
k, moſt notoriouſly guilty. After much Con- 
ef: MW fideration, he could derive this Behaviour 
ho from nothing better than a Capriciouſneſs 
om in his Friend's Temper, from a kind of 
A | Inconftancy of Mind, which makes Men 
| grow weary of their Friends, with no more 
m; Reaſon than they often are of their Miſ- 
here treſſes. To ſay the Truth, there are Jilts 


other, preſently cured him of this Sufpicion, 
for he was a perfect Libertine with regard 
to Women; that being indeed the princi- 
pal Blemiſh in his Character, which other- 
wiſe might have deſerved much Commen- 
dation for Good- nature, Generoſity, and 
Friendſnip. But he carried this one to a 


or- in Friendſhip as well as in Love; and by 
had che Behaviour of ſome Men in both, one 
jon, would almoſt imagine that they induſtriouſſy 
to bought to gain the Affections of others, 


with 
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with a View only of making the Parties 
miſeraple | | 


This was the Conſequence of the Colo- 


nel's Behaviour to Boctb. Former Calami- 


ties had afflicted him; but this almoſt di- 
ſtrated him; and the more ſo, as he was 
not able well to aecount for ſuch Conduct, | 
nor to conceive the Reaſon of it. 


Aude at his Return, — pereclved 
the Diſturbance in his Mind, tho“ he en- 
deavoured with his utmoſt Power to hide 
it; and he was at length prevailed upon 

her Entreaties to diſcover to her the 
Caufe of it; which ſhe no ſooner heard, 
than ſhe applied as judicious a Remedy to 
his diſordered Spirits; as either of thoſe great 
mental Phyſicians, Tully or Ariſtotle, could 
have thought of. She ufed many Argu- 
ments to perſuade: him that he was in an 
Error; and had miſtaken Forgetfulneſs and 
Careleſſneſs for a deſign d Neglect. 


But as this Phyſie was only eventually 
good, and as its Efficacy depended on her 
being in the right, a Point in which ſne 
was not apt to be too poſitive; ſhe thought 
fit to add ſome Conſolation of a more cer- 
rain and politive kind; * Admit,* ſaid ſhe, 

I 55 


© my Dear, that Mr. James ſticuld prove 


the unaccountable Perſon you” have ſu- 
ſpected, and ſhould, without being able 


© toalledge any Cauſe, withdraw his Friend- 


« ſhip from you, (for ſurely the Accident 


« of burning his Letter is too one, and 


* ridiculous to mention) why ſhould* this 


« pgrieve' you ? The Obligations he hath | 
_ © confer*d on you, I allow, ought to make 


© his Misfortunes almoſt your own' z but 
they ſhould not, I think, make you fee 
his Faults ſo very ſenſibly, eſpecially 
« when by one of the greateſt Faults in the 


World committed againſt yourſelf; he - 


© hath conſiderably leſſened all Obligations* 
For ſure, if the ſame Perſon who” Hatt 
contributed to my Happineſs at one time, 


doth every thing in his Power malicioufly 


* and wantonly to make me miſerable at 
* another, I am very little obliged to ſuch 
© a Perſon. And let it be a Comfort to 


may prove falſe and fickle to him, he 
* hath one Friend, whom' no Inconſtancy 
* of her own, nor any Change of his For- 


tune, nor” Time, nor Age, nor Sick: 
* nels, nor any Accident can ever alter; 


* but who will eſteem, will love, and doat 
on him for ever.“ So ſaying, ſhe flung 
her ſnowy Arms about his Neck, and gave 
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far forfeited all Pretenſions to Delicacy, 3 


52 AME LI A. Bock Iv 
bim a Careſs ſo tender, that it ſeemed al- 
moſt to balance all the Malice of his Fate. 


And, indeed, the Behaviour of Amelia 


would have made him completely happy, 


in defiance of all adverſe Circumſtances, 


| had it not been for thoſe bitter Ingredients 


which he himſelf had thrown into his Cup; 


and which prevented him from truly reliſh- 


ing his Amelia's Sweetneſs, by cruelly re- 
minding him how unworthy he was of this 


excellent Creature. 


Booth did not long remain in the dark 


as to the Conduct of James, which at firſt 


* 


appeared to him to be ſo great a Myſtery; 


for this very Afternoon he received a Let- 


ter from Miſs Mathews, which unravelled 


the whole Affair. By this Letter, which 
was full of Bitterneſs and Upbraiding, he 
diſcovered that James was his Rival with 
that Lady, and was indeed the identical 
Perſon who had ſent the 1004. Note to Miſs 
Mathews, when in the Priſon. He had 
Reaſon to believe likewiſe, as well by the 
Letter as by other Circumſtances, that 
2 had hitherto been an unſucceſsful 
Lover : for the Lady, tho* ſhe had for- 
feited all Title to Virtue, had not yet ſo 


to, 
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to be, like the Dirt in the Street, indifferently 
common to all. She diſtributed her Fa- 
vours only to thoſe ſhe liked, in which 
Number that Gentleman had not the Hap- 
pineſs of being included. 


When Booth had made this Diſcovery, 


he was not fo little verſed in human Nature, 
as any longer to heſitate at the true Motive 


to the Colonel's Conduct ; for he well knew 
how odious a Sight a happy Rival is to an 
unfortunate. Lover. I believe he was in 


reality glad to aſſign the cold Treatment 


he had received from his Friend, to a Cauſe 
which, however injuſtifiable, is at the ſame 
time highly natural; and to acquit him of 
a Levity, F ickleneſs, and Caprice, which 


he mult have been unwillingly obliged to 
have ſeen 1 in a much worſe Light. 


He now refolved to. take the firſt Op⸗ 


portunity of eng the Colonel, and of 


coming to a perfect Explanation upon the 
whole Matter. He debated likewiſe with 
himſelf, whether he ſhould not throw him- - 


felf at Amelia's Feet, and confeſs a Crime 


to her, which he found fo little Hopes of 
concealing, and which he foreſaw would 


_ occaſion him ſo many Difficulties and Ter- 
rors to endeavour to conceal. Happy had 
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it been for him, had he wiſely purſued this 
Step,; ſince in great Probability he would 
have received immediate Forgiveneſs from 
that beſt of Women; but he had not ſuffi- 
cient Refolution ; er to ſpeak, perhaps, 
more truly, he had too much Pride to con- 
feſs his. Guilt, and preferred the Danger of 


the . higheſt Inconveniences to the Certainty 


» 


= 


FFF 
Jn which-may appear, that Violence is ſone- 
times dane to tbe Name F Love. 


XAX7T HEN that happy Day came, in 
VV which unhallowed Hands are for- 
bidden to contaminate the Shoulders of the 
unfortunate, Booth went early to the Colonel's 
Houſe, and being admitted to his Preſence, 
with great Freedom, though with 
reat Gentleneſs, to complain of his not 
ving dealt with him with more Openneſs. 
Why, my dear Colonel,“ ſaid he, would 
vou not acquaint me with that Secret which 
< this Letter bath diſcloſed? James read the 
Letter, at which his Countenance changed 
more than once, and then after a ſhort Si- 
Jenee, ſaid, Mr. Baoth, I have been to 


+ blame, I on it; and you N 
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« with Juſtice. The, trne Reaſen Was, that 
« I was aſhamed of my own Folly. D- n 
me, Booth, if I have not been a moſt con- 
ſummate Fool, a very Dupe to this Wo- 
man; and ſhe bath a particular Pleaſure in 
making me ſo. I Kno. What the Imper- 
« tinence of Virtue is, and I can ſubmit to 
© it; but to be treated thus by a Whore. 
« You muſt forgive me, dear Beth; hut your 
— Succeſs was aKind of Triumph over me 
« which I could not bear. 1own I have not 
« the leaſt Reaſon to conceive,any Anger a= ³̃ 
gainſt you z and yet,curſeme,if ſhould not WM 
Fave been lelagibtael ge rounding with 1 
my own Wife.; nay I could almoſt have 
parted with half my Fortune to you more 
«* willingly, .than have ſuffered you to re- 
ceive that {Trifle of my Money, whieh 
you received at her Hands. However, 
I aſk your, Fardon, and I promiſe you, I 
+4 will never more think of you with the 
*:leaſt, Il-will, on the account of this Wo- 
man; but as for her, d—n me, if I do 
not enjoy her by ſome means or other, 
whatever it coſts me; for I am already 
above 2004. out of Pocket, without hav- [3H 
og ſcarce had;aiSmile in return. 5 


3 
* 


Booth expreſt much Aſtoniſhment at this 
Declaration; he ſaid, he could not conceive 
D 4 = 
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how it was poſſible to have ſuch an Affec- 


tion for a Woman, who did not ſhew the 
leaſt Inclination to return it. —Fames gave 
her a hearty Curſe; and ſaid, * Pox of her 
* Inclination; I want only the Poſſeſſion of 
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her Perſon; and that you will allow is a 


very fine one. But, beſides my Paſſion 
for her, ſhe hath now piqued my Pride; 
for how can a Man of my Fortune brook 
being refuſed by a Whore? Since you 


are ſo ſet on the Buſineſs,* cries Booth ; 


1 you will excuſe my ſaying ſo; I fancy you 


had better change your Method of apply- 
ing to her : for, as ſhe is perhaps the vaineſt 
Woman upon Earth, your Bounty may 
probably do you little Service, nay, may 
rather actually diſoblige her. Vanity is 
plainly her predominant Paſſion, and, if 
you will adminiſter to that, it will infallibly 
throw her into your Arms. To this 1 
attribute my own unfortunate Succeſs. 
While ſhe relieved my Wants and Di- 


ſtreſſes, ſhe was daily feeding her own 


Vanity ; whereas as every Gift of yours 
aſſerted your Superiority, it rather offend- 


ed than pleaſed her. Indeed Women ge- 


nerally love to be of the obliging Side; 
and if we examine their Favourites, we 


ſhall find them to be much oftner 1 45 
| they 
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« they have conferred Obligations on, than 
ſuch as they have received them from.” 


There was ſomething in this Speech which 
pleaſed the Colonel; and he faid with a Smile, 
« I don't know how it is, Vill; but you 
know Women better than I.“ Perhaps 
© Colonel,” anſwered Booth, © I have ſtu- 
died their Minds more.“ © I don't however 
much envy you your Knowledge, reply*d 
the other: for I never think their Minds 
worth conſidering. However, I hope I 
* ſhall profit a little by your Experience 
with Miſs Matbeus. Damnation ſeize the 
proud infolent Harlot ! The Devil take 


me if I don't love her more than I ever 


© loved a Woman!“ 


The Reſt of their Converſation turned on 
Bootb's Affairs. The Colonel again reaſ- 
ſumed the Part of a Friend, gave him the 


Remainder of the Money, and promiſed to 


take the firſt Opportunity of laying his 

Memorial before a great Man. 
| Booth was .greatly overjoyed at this Sue- 
ceſs. Nothing now lay on his Mind, but 
to conceal his Frailty from Amelia, to whom 


he was afraid Miſs Mathews in the Rage 
of her Reſentment would communicate it. 
D 5 This 
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This Apprehenſian made him ſtay almoſt 
conſtantly at home; and he trembled -at 
every Knock at the Door. His Fear more- 
over hetrayed him into a Meanneſs, which he 
would have : heartily: deſpiſed on any other 
.Qceafion. This was · to order the Maid to 
_-deliver-him any Letter directed to Amelia, 
at the ſame time ſtrictly charging her not 
to acquaint her Miſtreſs with her having 
ved, ſuch Orders. 1 


A Servant of any Heawnefo would Sa 
Formed 'ſtrange Conjectures from ſuch an 
Anjunction; but this par Girl was of per- 
ect Simplicity; -fo great indeed (was her 
Simplicity, that had not Amelia been void 
of all Suſpicion of her Huſband, the Maid 
would have ſoon after betrayed her Maſter, 


One Afternoon while they: were drinking 
Tea, little >Berty, ſo was the Maid calls] 
ame into the Room; and calling her Maſter 
{forth, delivered him a Card:which was di- 
rected to Andlia. Booth having read the 
Card, on his Return into the Room, chid 
the Girl for calling him, -ſaying, if you 
ean read, Child, you muſt ſee; it was direc- 
"nd to your Miſtreſs. — To this the Girl 
anſwered pertly enough. I am ſure, Sir, 


you — me to bring every Letter firſt 
4 {0 


# 


to you. This Hint ich — Women 
would have been ſufficient to have blown 
up the whole Affair; but Amelia who heard 
what the Girl faid,- through the Medium of 
Love and Confidence, ſaw. the Matter in a 


much better Light than it deſerved; and look - 
ing tenderly. on her Huſband, ſaid, Indeed, 


* my Love, I muſt blame you for a Con- 
duct, which perhaps I ought rather to 
L praiſe, as it proceeds only from the ex- 
treme Tenderneſs of your Affection. But 


us why will you endeavour to keep any Se- 


© crets from me? Believe me, for my oαn 
ſalce you ought not : for as you cannot 
——— you make me al- 


ways ſuſpect ten times worſe than the 


Reality. While L have you and. my Chil- 
dren well before my Eyes, Lam capable of 
facing any News which can arrive: for 
hat ill! News, can come (unleſs indeed it 
concerns my little Babe in the Country) 
which deth, not. relate to the Baàdneſs of 


our Circumſtances? and thoſe, I. thank 


Heaven, we have now a fair Praſpect of 


retrieving. Befides, dear Bilh, though 
my. Underſtanding be much inferiour to 
yours, Lhave ſometimes had the Happineſs 


of luckily hitting on ſome Argument 
s * which-hath-afforded. you Comfort. This 


* you know, my dear, v was the Cafe with 
regard 
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regard to Col. James, whom I perſuaded 
-< you to think you had miſtaken, and you 
ſee the Event proved me in the right. 
So happily, both tor herſelf and Mr. Booth, 
did the Excellence of this good Woman's 
Diſpoſition deceive her, and force her to ſee 
every thing in the moſt advantageous Light 
to her Huſband. | | 


The Card being now inſpected was found 
to contain the Compliments of Mrs. James 
to Mrs. Booth, with an Account of her being 
arrived in Town, and having brought with her 
a very great Cold. Amelia was overjoyed at 
the News of her Arrival ; and having dreſt 
herſelf in the utmoſt Hurry, left her Children 
to the Care of her Huſband, and ran away 
to pay her Reſpects to her Friend, whom ſhe 
loved with a moſt ſincere Affection. But 
how was ſhe diſappointed, when eager with 
the utmoſt Impatience, and exulting with 
the Thoughts of preſently ſeeing her beloved 
Friend, ſhe was anſwered at the Door that 
the Lady was not at home ? nor could ſhe, 
upon telling her Name, obtain any Admil- 
ſion. This, conſidering the Account ſhe 
had received. of the Lady's Cold, greatly 
ſurprized her; and ſhe returned home very 
much vexed at her Diſappointment. 


E Amelia, 
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Amelia, who had no Suſpicion that Mrs. 
James was really at home, and, as the Phraſe 
is, was denied, would have made a ſecond 
_ Viſit the next Morning, had ſhe not. been 


prevented by a Cold, which ſhe herſelf now 


got, and which was attended with a ſlight 


Fever, This confined her ſeveral Days to 


her Houſe, during which Booth officiated 


as her, Nurſe, and never ſtirred from her. | 
In all this Time ſhe heard not à Word 


from Mrs. James, which gave her ſome Un- 
eaſineſs, but more Aſtoniſhment. The 
tenth Day when ſhe was perfectly recovered, 
about nine in the Evening, when ſhe and 
her Huſband were juſt going to Supper, 
ſhe heard a moſt violent Thundering at the 
Door, and prefently after a Ruſtling of Silk 


upon her Stair-Caſe, at the ſame time a fe- 


male Voice cried out pretty loud Bleſs me! 
*whatamlTtoclimbup another Pair of Stairs? 
Upon which, Amelia, who well knew the 
Voice, preſently ran to the Door, and uſher- 
ed in Mrs. James molt ſplendidly dreft 
who put on as formal a Countenance, and 
made as formal a Courteſie to her old 
Friend, as if ſhe had been her very diſtant 
Acquaintance. . 4 


5 


Poor 
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Poor Amelia, Who was going to ruſn into 
her Friend's Arms, was ſtruck motionleſs 
by this Behaviour; but recollecting her Spi- 
rits, as ſhe had an excellent Preſence of 
Mind, ſhe preſently , underſtood What the 
Lady meant, and reſolved to treat her in her 

- Own way. +Down therefore the Company ſat, 

and Silence prevailed: for ſome time, during | 
which Mts. James ſurveyed the:Room with 
more Attention than ſhe would have be- 
ſtowed on one much finer. At length the 
Converſation. began, in which the Weather 

and the:Diverſions. of the Town, were well 
canvaſſed. Amelia, who was a Woman of 
great Humour, performed her: Part to Ad- 
miration; ſo that a By- ſtander would have 
doubted, in every other Article; than Dreſs, 
which of the two was the moſt.accomplilh- 
ed fine Lady. | 


Alter 4 Viſit ale twenty Adioutes, — 
which not a Word of any former Occur- 
rences was mentioned, nor indeed any Sub- 
ject of Diſcourſe ſtarted, except only thoſe 
two above- mentioned „NMrs- James roſe from 
ber Chair, and retired in the ſame formal 

Manner in which ſhe had approached. We 
will purſue her, for the ſake of the Contraſt, 
during the reſt of the Evening She ow 

elia 


eras fy 


ws 


Amelia directly to a Rout, where ſhe ſpent 


two Hours in a Croud of Company, talked 
agaln and again over the Diverſions and 


News of the Town, played two Rubbers 
at Whiſke, and then retired to her own 
Apartment, where having paſt another Hour 


in undreſſing herſelf, ſne went to Bed by 


herſelf. N 


— 


Booth and his Wife, the Moment their 


Companion was gone, ſat down to Supper 


on a Piece of cold Meat, the Remains of 
their Dinner. After which, over a Pint of 
Wine, they entertained themſelves for a 


while with the ridiculous Behaviour of their 


Viſitant. But Amelia declaring ſhe: rather 
ſaw her as the Object of Pity than Anger, 


turned the Diſcourſe to pleaſanter Topies. 


The little Actions of their Children, the 
former Scenes, and: future Proſpects of their 
Life, furniſned them with many pleaſant 


Ideas, and the Contemplation of Amelia's. 


Recovery threw Booth into Raptures. At 
length they retired, and with mutual De- 


ſires, and equal Warmth, flew into each 


other's Arms. 


It is poſſible ſome Readers may be no leſs 
ſurprized at the Behavious of Mrs. James, 
than was Amelia herſelf, ſince they may 


have 
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have perhaps received ſo favourable an Im. 
preſſion of that Lady from the Account given 
of her by Mr. Booth, that her preſent De. 
meanour may ſeem unnatural and incon- 
ſiſtent with her former Character. But they 
will be pleaſed to conſider the great Altera- 
ti on in her Circumſtances, from a State of 
Dependency on a Brother, who was himſelf 
no better than a Soldier of Fortune, to that 
of being Wife to a Man of a very large 
Eſtate, and conſiderable Rank in Lite. 
And what was her preſent Behaviour more 
than that of a fine Lady, who conſidered 
Form and Show as eſſential Ingredients of 
human Happineſs, and imagined all Friend- 
ſhip to conſiſt in Ceremony, Curt'ſies, Meſ- 
ſages and Viſits? In which Opinion ſhe 
hath the Honour of the Concurrence of 
much the larger Part of one Sex, and 


{mall Number of the other. | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Containing à very extraordinary and pleaſant 
Incident. 


NH E next Evening Booth and Amelia 
went to walk in the Park with their 
Children. They were now on the Verge 
of the Parade, and Booth was deſcribing to 
his Wife the ſeveral Buildings round it; 
when on a ſudden Amelia miſſing her little 
Boy cried out, where's little B:/ly ; upon 
which Booth caſting his Eyes over the 
Graſs ſaw a Foot-Soldier ſhaking the Boy 
at a little Diſtance. At this Sight, without 
making any Anſwer to his Wife, he leapt 
over the Rails; and running directly up to 
the Fellow, who had a Firelock with a 
Bayonet ſixed in his Hand, he ſeized him 
by the Collar, and tript up his Heels, and 
at the ſame time wreſted his Arms from 
him. A Serjeant upon Duty ſeeing the 
Affray at ſome Diſtance ran preſently up, 
and being told what had happened, gave 
the Centinel a hearty Curſe, and told him 
he deſerved. to be hanged. A By-ſtander 
gave this Information; for Booth was return- 


ed with his little Boy to meet Amelia, who 


ſtaggered towards him as faſt as ſhe could, 
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all pale and breathleſs, and ſcarce able to 
ſupport her tottering Limbs. The Serjeant 
now came up- to Booth, to make an Apo- 
logy for the Behaviour of the Soldier, when 
| of a ſudden he turned almoſt as pale a; 
Amelia herſelf. He ſtood ſilent whilſt Booth 
was employed in comforting and recovering 
his Wife ; and then addrefling himſelf to 
him, ſaid, * blcſs me! Lieutenant, could 
I imagine it had been your Honour; 
and was it my little Maſter that the Raſ- 
cal uſed ſo - I am glad I did not know 
it, for I ſhould certainly have run my 
0 Halbert into him.” 


Booth preſently recognized his old faith- 
ful Servant Atkinſon, and gave him a hearty 
Greeting; ſaying he was very glad to ſee 
himin his preſent Situation. Whatever 
« I am,“ anſwered the Serjeant, I Jhall 
always think I owe it to your Honour. 
Then taking the little Boy by the Hand—hc 
cried, * what a vaſt fine young Gentleman 
1 Maſter is grown” and curling the Sol- 
dier's Inhumanity ſwore MAIL he wap 
| make him- Pay for it. 


Fic Amelia was much diſordered wigh ber i 


e 
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Booth; but ſhe no ſooner knew him, than 
ſhe beſtowed a moſt obliging Smile on him; 
and calling him by the, Name of honeſt Jae 


| faid ſhe was heartily glad to ſee him in 


land. ——* See, my Dear, cries. Booth, 
« what Preferment your old Friend is come 
to. You would ſcarce know him, I be- 
© eve, in his preſent State of Finery.“ 
] am very well pleaſed to ſee it, anſwered 
Amelia, and I wiſh him Joy of being 
* made an Officer, with all my Heart.” 
In fact, from what Mr. Booth ſaid, joined 
to the Serjeant's laced Coat, ſhe believed 
that he had obtained a Commiſſion. So 
weak and abſurd is human Vanity, that 
this Miſtake of Amelia's pollibly put poor 
Atkinſon out of Countenance ; for he looked 
at this Inſtant more filly than he had ever 
done in his Life; and making her a moſt 
reſpectful Bow muttered ſomething about 


Obligations, in a ſcarce. articulate or intel- 
Ugible manner. 14 


The Serjeant had indeed among many | 


other Qualities, that Modeſty which a Latin 


Author honours, by the Name of ingenuaus: 


Nature had given him this, notwithſtanding 


the Meannefs of his Birth; and ſixYears Con- 
verſation in the Army, had not taken it away. 
To ſay the Truth, he was a noble Fellow; and 
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Amelia by ſuppoſing he had a Commiſſion 
in the Guards had been guilty of no Af. 

front to that honourable Bode. 


Booth had a real Affection for 4tkinſor, 
tho' in fact he knew not half his Merit. 
He acquainted him with his Lodgings, 
where he earneſtly defired to fee him. 


Amelia, who was far from being recovered 
from the Terrors into which the ſeeing her 
Huſbandengaged with the Soldier had thrown 
her, deſired to go home; nor was ſhe well able 
to walk without ſome Aſſiſtance. While ſhe 
ſupported herſelf therefore on her Huſband's 
Arm, ſhe told Atkinſon, ſhe ſhould be ob- 
liged to him, if he would take care of the 
Children. He readily accepted the Office; 
but upon offering his Hand to Miſs, ſhe 
refuſed, and burſt into Tears. Upon which 
the tender Mother reſigned Booth to her 
Children, and put herſelf under the Ser- 
jeant's Protection; who conducted her fate 
home, tho? ſhe often declared ſhe feared 
fhe ſhould drop down by the way. The 
Fear of which fo affected the Serjeant, (for 
_befides the Honour which he himſelf had 


for the Lady, he knew how tenderly his MW 


Friend loved her) that he was unable to 
ſpeak; and had not his Nerves been fo 
PETS ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly braced that nothing could ſhake 


them, he had enough in his Mind to have 
ſer him a trembling equally with the Lady. 


When they arrived at the Lodgings,. the 
Miſtreſs of the Houſe opened the Door, 
who, ſeeing Amelia's Condition, threw open 
the Parlour, and begged her to walk in; 


upon which ſhe immediately flung herſelf 
into a Chair; and all preſent thought ſhe 
would have fainted away — However ſhe 
eſcaped that Miſery, and having drank a 


Glaſs of Water with a little white Wine 


mixed in it, ſhe began in a little time to 
regain her Complexion, and at length af- 
ſured Booth that ſhe was perfectly recovered 
but declared ſhe had never undergone ſo 
much, and earneſtly begged him never to 
be ſo raſh for the future. She then called 
her little Boy, and gently chid him; ſay- 
ing, * you muſt never do ſo more, 
* Billy ; you ſee what Miſchief you might 
© have brought upon your Father; and 


© what you have made me fſuffer.* © La! 


Mamma,“ ſaid the Child, what Harm 
did I do? I did not know that People 
might not walk in the green Fields in 


London. I am ſure if I did a Fault, the 


Man puniſhed me enough for it; for he 
' pinched me almoſt through my ſlender 
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© Arm.” He: then bared' his little Arm, 


jeant, who was now preſent, did the like, 
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which was greatly diſcoloured by the Injury 
it had received Hootb uttered a moſt dread- 
ful Execration at this Sight; and the Ser. 


Atkinſon now returned to his Guard, and 


went directly to the Officer to aequaint him 
with the Soldier's Inhumanity; but he who 
was about fifteen Years of Age, gave the 
Serjeant a great Curſe, and ſaid the Soldier 
had done very well; for that idle Boys ought 
to be corrected. This however did not 
ſatisfy poor Atkinſon, who the next Day, 
as ſoon as the Guard was relieved, beat the 
Fellow moſt unmercifully, and told him he 
would remember him as long as he ſtayed Ml. 
in the Regiment. | ff 


Thus ended this trifling Adventure, which 

ſome Readers will perhaps be pleaſed with r 
ſeeing” related at full Length. None, I MW; 
think, can fail drawing one Obſervation I 1 
from it; namely, how capable the moſt in- 
ſignificant Accident is of difturbing human f 
Happineſs, and of producing the moſt unex- h 
pected and dreadful Events. A Reflection A 


which may ſerve to many moral and reli- Wk 


glous Uſes. 
| This 


— — 
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This Accident produced the firſt Ac- 
quaintatice between the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe, and her Lodgers ; for hitherto they 
had ſcarce exchanged a Word together. 
But the great Concern. which the good 
Woman had ſhewn on Amelia's account at 
this Time, was not likely to paſs unob- 
ſerved, or unthanked either by the Huſband . 
of Wife. Amelia therefore, as ſoon as ſhe. 
was able to go up Stairs, invited Mrs. El-. 
Iſn (for that was her Name) to her Apart- 
ment, and deſired the Favour of her to ſtay 
to Supper. She readily complied; and they 
paſt a very agreeable Evening together, in 


which the two Women ſeemed to have 


conceived a moſt extraordinary Liking to 
each other. 12 * i 


Tho' Beauty in general doth not greatly 
recommend one Woman to another, as it 
1s too apt to create Envy; yet in Caſes: 
where this Paſſion doth not interfere, a fine 
Woman is often a pleaſing Object even to 
lome of her own Sex; eſpecially when 
her Beauty is attended with a certain Air of, 
Afability, as was that of Amelia in the 
. ß— OR 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Elliſon therefore was as much charm. 
ed wich the Lovelineſs of her fair Loder, 
as with all her other engaging Qualities, 
She was indeed ſo taken with Ametlig's 
Beauty, that ſhe could not refrain from 
.crying out in a kind of Tranſport of Ad. 
miration, upon my Word, Captain Booth, 
« you are the happieſt Man in the World. 
« Your Lady is ſo extremely handſome, 
that one cannot look at her without 
« Pleaſure.” Nt | 


This good Woman herſelf had none of 
theſe attractive Charms to the Eye. Her 
Perſon was ſhort, and immoderately fat; 
her Featnres were none of the moſt regular; 
and her Complexion (if indeed ſhe ever had 
a good one) had conſiderably ſuffered by 


Her good Humour and Complaiſance, 
however, were highly pleaſing to Amelia. 
Nay, why ſhould we conceal the ſecret 
Satisfaction which that Lady felt from the 
Compliments paid to her Perſon? fince ſuck 
of my Readers as like her beſt will not be 
ſorry to find that ſhe was a Woman. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. vn. 
f An various Matters. bes 
Fortnight had now paſt, Ate Booth 
had ſcen or heard from the Colonel; 
which did not a little ſurprize him, as the 
had parted ſo good Friends, and as he. had 
ſo cordially undertaken his Cauſe concern- 
ing the Memorial, on which all his TEE 
depended. 


The Uneafineſs which this gave him, far- 
ther encreaſed on finding that his Friend re- 
fuſed to ſee him : for he had paid the Colonel 
a Viſit at Nine in the Morning, and was told 
he was not ſtirring ; and at his Return back 
an Hour afterwards, the Servant ſaid his 
Maſter was gone out; of which Booth was 
certain of the F alſchood : for he had, during 
that whole Hour, walked backwards and 
forwards within Sight of the Colonel's Door, 
and muſt have ſeen him, if he had gone out 
W hs Time. | 


"Ve 0d Colonel Bose did not Shoals C = 
ſuffer his Friend to continue in the deplora- 1 
ble State of Anxiety ; for the very: next 
Morning Booth received his Memorial in- 
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cloſed in a Letter, acquainting him that 
Mr. James had mentioned his Affair to the 
Perſon he propoſed; but that the great Man 
had ſo many Engagements on his Hands, 
that it was impoſſible for him to make * 
further Promiſes at this Time, 


The cold and diſtant Stile of he Letter, 
and indeed the whole Behaviour of James, 
ſo different from vhat it had been formerly, 
had ſomething ſo myſterious in it, that it 
greatly puzzled and perplexed poor Both 
and it was ſo long before he was able to 
ſolve it, that the Reader's Curioſity will 
perhaps be obliged to us, for not leaving 
him ſo long in the dark as. to this Matter. 


The true Reaſon then of the Colonel's Con- 


duct was this: His unbounded Generoſity, 
together with the unbounded Extravagance, 
and conſequently the great. Neceſlity of Miſs 
Mathews, had at length overcome the 
Cruelty of that Lady, with whom he like- 
wiſe had luckily no Rival. Above all, 
the Defire of being revenged on Booth, 


with whom ſhe was to the higheſt Degree 
' enraged, had perhaps contributed not a lit- 


tle to his Succeſs : of ſhe had no ſooner 
condeſcended to a Familiarity. with her 


new Lover, and diſcovered that Captain 


Tonen of whom the had heard ſo mach 
— 


1 1 1 * 
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from Booth, was no other than the identical 
Colonel, than ſhe employed every Art of 
which ſhe was Miſtreſs, to make an utter 
Breach of Friendſhip between theſe two. 
For this Purpoſe ſhe did not ſcruple to in- 
ſinuate, that the Colonel was not at all ob- 


liged to the Character given of him by his 


Friend; and to the Account of this latter 
ſhe placed moſt of the Cruelty which ſhe 
had ſhewn to the former. 


Had the Colonel made a proper Uſe 
of his Reaſon, and- fairly examined the 
Probability of the Fact, he could ſcarce 
have been impoſed upon to believe a Matter 


ſo inconſiſtent with all he knew of Booth, 


and in which that Gentleman muſt have 
ſinned againſt all the Laws of Honour with- 
out any viſible Temptation. But in ſolemn 
fact, the Colonel was ſo intoxicated with 
his Love, that it was in the Power of his 
Miſtreſs to have perſuaded him of any 
thing ; beſides, he had an Intereſt in giving 
her Credit: for he was not a little pleaſed 
with finding a Reaſon for hating the Man, 
whom he could not help hating without any 


| Reaſon, at leaſt, without any which he 
_ durſt fairly aſſign even to himſelf. Hence- 


forth therefore he abandoned all Friendſhip 


tor Booth, and was more inclined to put bim 


E 4 * | out 


26 AME L I A. Bock Iv. 
out of the World, than to endeavour any 


longer at ſupporting him in it. 


Booth communicated this Letter to his 
| Wite, who endeavoured, as uſual, to the 
utmoſt of her Power to conſole him under 
one of the greateſt Afflictions which, I 
think, can befal a Man, namely, the Un- 
- Kindneſs of a Friend; but he had Juckily 
at the ſame time the greateſt Bleſſing in his 
Poſſeſſion, the Kindneſs of a faithful and be- 
loved Wife. A Bleſſing however, which 
tho* it compenſates moſt of the Evils of 
Life, rather ſerves to aggravate the Misfor- 
tune of diſtreſs*'d Circumſtances, from the 
Conſideration of the Share which ſhe is to 
Er em. AIP 1 


This Afternoon Amelia received a ſecond 
Viſit from Mrs. Elliſan, who acquainted 
her that ſhe had a Preſent of a Ticket for 
the Oratorio, which would carry two Per- 
ſons into the Gallery ; and therefore begged 
the Favour of her Company thither. 


Amelia with many Thanks acknowledged 
the Civility of Mrs: Elliſoan; but declined 
accepting her Offer; upon which Booth very 
ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on her going, and ſaid 
to her, my Dear, if you knew the Satis- 

+86 faction 


part of it?? 


Ch. 8. MELTS MM 
faction I have in any of your Pleaſures, 
] am convinced you would not refuſe the 
« Favour Mrs. Elliſon is ſo kind to offer 
you; for as you are a Lover of Muſic, 
you, who have never been at an Oratorio, 


© cannot conceive how you will be de- 


« lighted.* I well know your Goodneſs, 
my Dear, ' anſwered! Amelia, but I can- 
not think of leaving my Children without 
« ſome Perſon more proper to take care of 
them than this poor Girl.“ Mrs. Elliſon 
removed this Objection, by offering her 
own Servant, a very diſcreet Matron, to 
attend them ; but notwithſtanding this, and 
all ſhe could ſay with the Aſſiſtance of 
Booth, and of the Children themſelves, 


Amelia ſtill perſiſted in her Refuſal ; and 


the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, who knew how 
far good Breeding allows Perſons to be preſſ- 


ing on theſe Occaſions, took her Leave. - 


She was no ſooner departed, than Amelia 
looking tenderly on ' her Huſband faid, 
* how can you, my dear Creature, think 
* that Muſic hath any Charms for me at 
* this Time—Or indeed do you believe that 
© I am capable of any Senſation worthy the 
Name of Pleaſure, when neither you nor 
my Children are preſent, or bear any 
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An Officer of the Regiment to which 
Booth had formerly belonged, hearing from 
Atkinſon where he lodged, now came to 
pay him a Viſit, He told him that ſeveral 
of their old Acquaintance were to meet the 


next Wedneſday at a Tavern, and very 


ſtrongly preſſed him to be one of the Com- 
pany: Booth was in truth what is called a 
ty 


Fellow, and loved now and then to 


take a chearful Glaſs with his Friends; but 


he excuſed himſelf at this Time. His 
Friend declared he would take no Denial, 
and he growing very importunate, Amelia 
at length ſeconded him. Upon this Booth 
anſwered, * well, my Dear, ſince you de- 
fire me, I will comply, but on one Con- 
< dition, that you go at the ſame time to 
the A Amelia thought this Re- 

ueſt reaſonable enough, and gave her 

onſent; of which Mrs. Elliſon preſently 
received the News, and with great Satis - 
faction. 


i may rhaps be aſked why Booth could 

go to the 12 avern, and not to the Oratorio 
Sith his Wife. In truth then, the Tavern 
was within hallowed Ground, that is to ſay, 
in the Verge of the Court: for of five 


Officers that were to meet there, * A 
es 
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maintain the Dreſs and Appearance of a 


unneceſſary Charge 
might perhaps bear a little Encreaſe of this 
without much feeling it. They would not, 


of the Acer Bore” 0 


ſides Booth were confined to that Air, which 


| hath been always found extremely whole- 
ſome to a broken military Conſtitution. And 


here if the good Reader will pardon the 
Pun, he will ſcarce be offended at the Ob- 


ſervation; ſince how 1s it poſſible that with- 
out running in Debt, any Perſons ſhoul@ 


Gentleman, whoſe Income is not half ſo 
good as that of a Porter? It is true, that 
this Allowance, ſmall as it is, is a great 
Expence to the Public; but if ſeveral more 
$ were ſpared, the Publie 


I am ſure, have equal Reafon' to complain. 
at contributing to the Maintenance of à Set 
of brave Fellows, who, at the Hazard of 
their Health, their Limbs and their Lives, 
have maintained the Safety and Honour 
of their Country; as when they find them- 
ſelves taxed to the Support of a Set of 
Drones, who have not the leaſt Merit or 
Claim to their Favour; and who, without 
contributing in any manner to the Good of 
the Hive, live luxuriouſly on the Labour 
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ERA 


I which Amelia, with ber Friend, goes 


to the Oratorio. 


OTHING happened between the 
Monday and the Wedneſday worthy a 
Flace in this Hiſtory. Upon the Evening of 
the latter the two Ladies went to the Ora- 
torio, and were there time enough to get a 
firſt Row in the Galery. Indeed there was 
only one Perſon in the Houſe when they 
came: for Amelia's Inclinations, when ſhe 
gave a Looſe to them, were pretty eager for 
this Diverſion, ſhe being a great Lover of 
Muſic, and particularly of Mr. Handel's Com- 
poſitions. Mrs. Elliſon was, I ſuppoſe, a 


great Lover likewiſe of Muſic, for ſhe was 


the more impatient of the two; which 
was rather the more extraordinary, as theſe 


Entertainments were not ſuch Novelties to 


her as they were to poor Amelia. 


Tho our Ladies arrived full two Hours 
before they ſaw the Back of Mr. Handel; 
yet this Time of Expectation did not hang 
extremely heavy on their Hands ; for be- 
ſides their own Chat, they had the Company 


of the Gentleman, whom they _ at 
| their 


their firſt Arrival in the Galery ; and who, 


though plainly, or rather roughly dreſſed, 
very luckily for the Women happened to 


be not only well-bred, but a Perſon of very 


lively Converſation. The Gentleman on his 


part ſeemed highly charmed with Amelia, 
and in fact was fo: for, though he reſtrained 


himſelf entirely within the Rules of Good- 


Breeding, yet was he in the higheſt Degree 
officious to catch at every Opportunity of 
ſhewing his Reſpect, and doing her little 
Services. He procured her a Book and 
Wax-Candle, and held the Candle for her 
himſelf during the whole Entertainment. 


At the End of the Oratorio, he declared 
he would not leave the Ladies till he had 
ſeen them ſafe into their Chairs or Coach; 
and at the ſame time very earneſtly entreat- 
ed that he might have the Honour of wait- 
ing on them. Upon which Mrs. Elliſon, 
who was a very good-humoured Woman, 
anſwered, Ay lure, Sir, if you pleaſe; 
you have been very obliging to us; and a 
* Diſh of Tea ſhall be at your Service at 
0 any 28 then told him where ſhe 
3 ive * 233 vb. 5 5 > 


The Ladies were no ſooner ſeated in their 
Hackney-coach, — Elliſon burſt into 
SW a. 
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8 AME LI A. Book Iv. 
à loud Laughter, and cried, I'Il be hanged, 


Madam, if you have not made a Con- 
gqueſt to night; and what is very pleaſant, 
I believe the poor Gentleman takes you 
« for a fingle Lady.“ Nay,' anſwered 
Amelia very gravely, I proteſt I began to 
think at laſt he was rather too particular, 
© though he did not venture at a Word that 
I could be offended at; but if you fancy 
* any ſuch thing, I am ſorry you invited 
* him to drink Tea.“ Why ſo? * replied 
Mrs. Elliſon, * Are you angry with a Man 
for liking you? If you are, you will be 
angry with almoſt every Man that ſees 
you. If I was a Man myſelf, I declare 
I ſhould' be in the Number of your Ad- 
« mirers. Poor Gentleman, I pity him hear- 


= tily z he little knows that you have not a 


Heart to diſpoſe of. For my own part, I 
« ſhould not be ſurprized at ſeeing a ſerious 
© Propoſal of Marriage: for Iam convinced 
he is a Man of Fortune, not only by the 
Politeneſs of his Addreſs, but by the Fine- 
* neſs of his Linen, and that valuable Dia- 
« mond-Ring on his Finger. But you will 


 < ſce more of him when he comes to Tea. 


Indeed I ſhall not,* anſwered Amelia, tho 
I believe you only rally me; I hope you 


have a better Opinion of me, than to think 


8 


* I would go willingly into the Company of 
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© a Man, who had an improper Liking for 


me.“ Mrs. E//i/on, who was one of the 


gayeſt Women in the World, repeated the 


Words, impro er Liking, with a Laugh z 
1 cried, * My dear Mrs. Booth, believe 


me, you are too handfome and too good- 
humour*d for a Prude. How can you af- 
fect being offended at what I am con- 
vinced is the greateſt Pleaſure of Womani- 
kind, and chiefly I believe of us virtu- 
ous Women? for I aſſure you, notwith- 
ſtanding my Gaiety, I am as virtuous as 
any Prude in Europe.. Far be it from 
me, Madam,“ ſaid Amelia, to ſuſpect 
the contrary of abundance of Women, 
who indulge themſelves in much greater 
Freedoms than I ſhould take, or have 
any Pleaſure in taking: for I fokemnly 
proteſt, if I know my own Heart, the 
liking: of all Men, but of one, is a Mat- 
ter quite indifferent to me, or rather would 


* be highly di@gpeeabe.” Laſh ON JOLIS # 2A a 


This Diſcourſe brovghe hen boches here 1 
Amelia finding her Children aſleep, and her 3 
Huſband not returned, invited her Com- 
panion to partake of her homely Fare, and 


down they ſat to Supper toge together. The 
Clock . twelve; and no News being 
arived of Boath, dirs, Elliſon began to —4 
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preſs ſome Aſtoniſhment at his Stay, whence 


ſhe launched into a general Reflexion on 
-Huſbands, and ſoon paſt to ſome particular 


Invectives on her own. Ah, my dear 
< Madam,” ſays ſhe, * I know the preſent 
State of your Mind by what I have my 
< ſeif often felt formerly. I am no Stranger 
< to the melancholy Tone of a midnight 
Clock. It was my Misfortune to drag 
on a heavy Chain above fifteen Years with 
a ſottiſh Yoke-fellow. But how can J 
wonder at my Fate; ſince I fee even your 
© ſuperiour Charms can't confine a Huſband 
from the bewitching Pleaſures of a Bottle. 


Indeed, Madam,” ſays Amelia, I have 


no Reaſon to complain, Mr. Booth is one 
of the ſobereſt of Men; but now and 
then to ſpend a late Hour with his Friend, 
is, I think, highly excuſable.“ O, no 


doubt, cries Mrs. Elliſon, if he can ex- 
cuſe himſelf; but if I was a Man.“ Here 


Booth came in and interrupted the Diſcourſe. 


_ Amelia's Eyes flaſhed with Joy the Moment 
he appeared; and he diſcovered no els 


Pleaſure in ſeeing her. His Spirits were in⸗ 
deed a little elevated with Wine, ſo as to 


heighten his Good-humour, without in the 
Jeaſt diſordering his Underſtanding, and 


5 made him ſuch delightful Company, that 


* it Was paſt one in the Morning, 


neither 


Chit AMETMA 


neither his Wife, nor Mrs. Elliſon, thought 
of their Beds during a whole Hour. 


Early the next Morning the Serjeant came 
to Mr. Bootb's Lodgings, and with a me- 
lancholy Countenance aequainted him, that 
he had been the Night before at an Ale- 
houſe, where he heard one Mr. Murphy 
an Attorney declare, that he would get a 
Warrant backed againſt one Capt. Booth at 
the next Board of Green-Cloth. I hope, 
Sir,“ ſaid he, your Honour will pardon 
me; but by what he ſaid, I was afraid he 
© meant. your Honour; and therefore I 
thought it my Duty to tell you; for I knew 
the ſame thing happen to a Gentleman 
© here toter D v0? 1 


Booth gave Mr. Atkinſon many Thanks 
for his Information. I doubt not,“ ſaid 
he, but J am the Perſon meant; for it 
* would be fooliſh in me to deny that I am 
* liable to Apprehenſions of that fort.* 1 
* hope, Sir,“ ſaid the Serjeant, your Ho- 
* nour will ſoon have Reaſon to fear no 
Man living; but in the mean time, if 
* any Accident ſhould happen, my Bail is 
at your Service as far as it will go; and 
* Iam a Houſekeeper, and can ſwear my- 
* ſelf worth 100 f. Which hearty and 
15 : - _._ _ ._ —_ 
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Friendly Declaration received all thoſe Ac- 


» 1667 Arte from Booth, which it really 
deſerved. 


* The poor r Gentlemen was greatly alarmed | 
at this News ; but he was altogether as 
much ſurprized at Murphy's being the * 


torney employed againſt him, as all his 


Debts, except only to Capt. James, aroſe 


in the Country, where he did not know 


that Mr. Murphy had any Acquaintance. 


However, he made no doubt that he was 
the Perſon intended, and reſolved to remain 


a cloſe Priſoner in his own Lodgings, till he 


ſaw the Event of a Propoſal which had been 
made him the Evening before at the Ta. 
vern, where an honeſt Gentleman, who had 
. under the Government, and who was 
one of the Company, had promiſed to ſerve 
him with the Secretary at War, telling him, 


that he made no doubt of procuring him 


whole Pay in a Regiment abroad, which in 


his preſent Cireumſtances was very highly 


worth his Acceptance; when indeed that, 
and a Goal, ſeemed to be the only Alterna - 
tives that offered themſelves to his Choice. 


: Mr. Buoth and his Lady ſpent that Af- 
ternoon with Mrs. Ellifan. An Incident 
which we ſhould ſcarce have mentioned, * 


— — 


— * 


it not been that Amelia gave, on this Occa- 


ſion, an Inſtance of that Prudence which 
can never be too circumſpect in married 
Women of Delicacy: for before ſhe would 
conſent to drink Tea with Mrs. Elliſan, ſhe 
made Conditions, that the Gentleman who 
had met them at the Oratorio ſhould not be 
let in. Indeed this Circumſpection proved 


_ unneceſſary in the preſent Inſtance z for no 


ſuch Viſitor ever came; a Circumſtance 
which gave great Content to Amelia: for 


that Lady had been a little uneaſy at the 


Raillery of Mrs. Elliſon, and had upon Re- 
flexion magnified every little Compliment 
made her, and every little Civility ſhewn her 
by the unknown Gentleman, far beyond the 
Truth. Theſe Imaginations, now all ſub- 
ſided again; and ſhe imputed all that Mrs. 


| Elliſon had ſaid, either to Raillery or Miſ- 


take. 


at Whiſk, and likewiſe ſtayed the whole 
Evening. Her Name was Bennet. She 
was about the Age of five and twenty ; 
but Sickneſs had given her an older Look, 
and had a good deal diminiſhed her Beauty ; 
of which, young as ſhe was, ſhe plainly 


appeared to have only the Remains in her 


—— —  — — — — — 


preſent Poſſeſſion, She was in one parti- 


A young Lady made a fourth with them 
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cular the very Reverſe of Mrs. Elliſon, being 
alrogether as remarkably grave as the other 
was gay. This Gravity was not however 
attended with any Sourneſs of Temper : On 
the contrary, ſhe had much- Sweetneſs in 
her Countenance, and was perfectly well- 
bred. In ſhort, Amelia imputed her grave 
Deportment to her ill Health, and began to 
entertain a Compaſſion for her, which in 
good Minds, that is to ſay, in Minds capa- 
ble of Compaſſion, is certain to introduce 
ſome little Degree of Love or Friendſhip. 


Amelia was in ſhort ſo pleaſed with the 
Converſation of this Lady, that, though a 
Woman of no impertinent Curioſity, ſhe 
could not help taking the firſt Opportunity 
of enquiring who ſhe was. Mrs. Elliſon 
ſaid, that ſhe was an unhappy Lady, who 
had married a young Clergyman for Love, 
who, dying of a Conſumption, had let 
her a Widow in very indifferent Circum- 
| ſtances. This Account made Amelia ſtill 
pity her more, and conſequently added to 
the Liking which ſhe had already conceived 
for her. Amelia therefore deſired Mrs. El- 
lifon to bring her acquainted with Miſtreſs 
Bennet, and ſaid ſhe would go any Day with | 
her to make that Lady a Viſit. There 
s need be no Ceremony,” cried Mrs, my 
$415 | N ä | 6 {he 
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* ſhe is a Woman of no Form: and as I 
* ſaw plainly ſhe was extremely pleaſed with 
Mrs. Booth, I am convinced I can bring 
* her to drink Tea with you any Afternoon 
you pleaſe.” | fe 


The two next Days Booth continued at 
home, highly to the Satisfaction of his Ame- 
lia, who really knew no Happineſs out of 
his Company, nor ſcarce any Miſery in it. 


She had indeed at all times ſo much of his 


Company when in his Power, that ſhe had no 
occaſion to aſſign any particular Reaſon for 
his ſtaying with her, and conſequently it could 
give her no Cauſe of Suſpicion. The Sa- 
turday one of her Children was a little diſ- 
ordered with a feveriſh Complaint, which 
confined her to her Room, and prevented 
her drinking Tea in the Afternoon with her 
Huſband in Mrs. Elliſon's Apartment, where 
a noble Lord, a Couſin of Mrs. Elliſon's 
happened to be preſent : for though that 
Lady was reduced in her Circumſtances, 
and obliged to let out Part of her Houſe 
in Lodgings, ſhe was born of a good Fa- 
mily, and had ſome conſiderable Relations. 


His Lordſhip; was not himſelf in any 
Office of State; but his Fortune gave him 
great Authorty with thoſe who were. Mrs. 

| | 2 Elliſon 


. ap 4 S . 


— — 
— 22 
3 


ES. 
AE - £ 


- 
| * : — — — — — — i — bs _ — 
. T 2 > n 1 N 4 ESRI 3 5 = * + x nh, 55 _—_— — 6 — 2 8 8 
— 3 2 . W 7 9 Ü 3 „ L $ID ©; 12 Jo 2 
0 8 3 mg "GEE Che . . n = Es I-14 2 — n I n * "CIA N 2 2 3 
7 r wr 5 ba. WT 3 45 AT & 28 2 5 — 3 2 a - Ez har. > * 5 3 3 > ak. > 


1 
3 


a r 2 


90 AME LI A. Bock. IV. 
Elliſon therefore very bluntly took an Op- 
portunity of recommending Booth to his 
Conſideration. She took the firſt Hint 
from my Lord's calling the Gentleman 
Captain To which ſhe anſwered — Ay, 
I wiſh your Lordſhip would make him 
* ſo. It would be but an Act of Juſ- 
* tice, and I know it is in your Power 
to do much greater things.“ She then 
mentioned Boeth's Services, and the Wounds 
he had received at the Siege, of which ſhe 
had heard a faithful Account from Amelia— 
Booth bluſhed, and was as filent as a young 
Virgin at the hearing her own Praiſes. His 
Lordſhip anſwered, <* Coufin Elliſon, you 
© know you may command my Intereſt; 
© nay, I ſhall have a Pleafure in ſerving 
one of Mr. Bootb's Character: for my 
« part, I think Merit in all Capacities 
£ ought to be encouraged; but I know the 
« Miniſtry are greatly peſtered with Solict- 
s tations at this time. However, Mr. Bootb 
© may be aſſured I will take the firſt Oppor- 
* tunity ; and in the mean time I ſhall be 
glad of ſeeing him any Morning he 
< pleaſes.* For all thefe Declarations, Booth 
was not wanting in. Acknowledgments to 
the generous Peer, any more than he was 
in ſecret Gratitude to the Lady, who had 


ſhewn ſo friendly and uncommon a Zeal in 
his Favour. 


” he Reader, when he knows the Cha- 
rater of this Nobleman, may perhaps 
conclude that his ſeeing Booth alone was a 


lucky Circumſtance ; for he was ſo paſſionate 


an Admirer of Women, that he could ſcarce 
have eſcaped the Attraction of Amelia s 
Beauty. And few Men, as I have ob- 
ſerved, have ſuch diſintereſted Generoſity 
as to ſerve a Huſband the better, becauſe 
they are in Love with his Wife, unleſs ſne 


will condeſcend to pay a Price beyond che 


Reach of a virtuous Woman. 


Beoth's Affairs now put on a better A- 
ſpect than they had ever worn before, and 
he returned with great Pleaſure to his Ame- 
lia, to communicate to her the good News; 
which ſhe was not at preſent very capable 


of enjoying, as her little Girl was grown. 


worſe, and her Fears on that account. had 


abſorbed the whole Attention of the Mother. 
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BOOK V. 


F 
In which the Reader will meet with an old 
Acquaintance. 5 


E left Amelia, at the End of our 
laſt Book, nurſing her ſick Child; 
and tho* our Reader is no doubt 

very deſirous of knowing the Event of ſo 
tender a Concern to that amiable Woman, 
we muſt deſire him to ſuſpend his Curioſity 
till the Return of Mr. Boorb, who was wil- 
ling to make uſe of the Opportunity of one 
Day in ſeven to taſte the freſh Air. 


At Nine in the Morning he went to pay 
a Viſit to his old Friend Colonel James, 
reſolving, if poſſible, to have a full Expla- 

nation 


— 


= Rs 


ne 


ay 


65 


la- 


on 


nation of that Behaviour which appeared to 
him ſo myſterious; but the Colonel was as 


macceſſible as the beſt defended Fortreſs; 
and it was as impoſſible for Booth to pals 


beyond his Entry, as the Spaniards found 
it to take Gibraltar, He received the uſual 
Anſwers ; firſt, that the Colonel was not 


ſtirring, and an Hour after that he was 


gone out. All that he got by aſking fur- 
ther Queſtions was only to receive ſtill 


ruder and ruder Anſwers ; by which, if he 
had been very ſagactous, he might have 


been ſatisfied how little worth his while it 
was to deſire to go in: for the Porter at a 
great Man's Door is a kind of Barometer, 
by which you may diſcover the Warmth 


or Coldneſs of his Maſter's Friendſhip. 


Nay, in the higheſt Stations of all, as the 


great Man himſelf hath his different kinds 


of Salutation, from an hearty Embrace with 


2 Kiſs, and my dear Lord, or dear Sir 
Charles, down to, well Mr. — what 


would you have me do? So the Porter to 
ſome bows with Reſpect, to others with a 
Smile, to ſome he bows more, to others 


kis low, to others not at all. Some he juſt 


lets in, and others he juſt ſhuts out. And 
in all this they ſo well correſpond, that one 
would be inclined to think that the great 


Man and his Porter had compared their 
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94. AMELIA Bock v. 
Liſts tagether, and like two Actors con- 

cerned to act different Parts in the ſame 

Scene, had rehearſed their Parts privately 

together, before they ventured to perform 
in Public. n 


Tho' Booth did not perhaps ſee the whole 
Matter in this juſt Light, for that in reality 
it is; yet he was diſcerning enough to con- 
clude, from the Behaviour of the Servant, 
eſpecially when he conſidered that of the 
Maſter likewiſe, that he had entirely loſt 
the Friendſhip of James; and this Con- 
viction gave him a Concern, that not only 
the flattering Proſpect of his Lordſhip's Fa- 
vour was not able to compenſate z but which 
even obliterated, and made him for a while 
forget the Situation in which he had left his | 
Amelia; and he wandered about almoſt two 
Hours, ſcarce knowing where he went, *till 
at laſt he dropt into a Coffee-houſe near 
St. James s, where he ſat himſelf down. 


He had ſcarce drank his Diſh of Coffee, 
before he heard a young Officer of the 
Guards cry to another, Od d—m me 
Jack, here he comes— here's old Honour 
< and Dignity, faith.” Upon which he ſa i 
a Chair open, and out iſſued a moſt erect 
and ſtately Figure indeed, with a vaſt Peri. 
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wig on his Head, and a vaſt Hat under his 
Arm. This. auguſt Perſonage having en- 
tered the Room walked directly up to the 
upper End, where having paid his Reſpects 
to all preſent of any Note, to each accord- 
ing to Seniority, he at laſt caſt his Eyes 
on Booth, and very civilly, tho ſomewhat 
coldly, aſked him how he did. 


Baotb, who had long recognized the Fea- 


tures of his old Acquaintance Major Batb, 
returned the Compliment with a very low 

Bow; but did not venture to make the firſt 
Advance to Familiarity, as he was truly 


poſſeſſed of that Quality which the Greeks 


conſidered in the higheſt Light of Honour, 
and which we term Modeſty ; tho' indeed 
neither ours nor the Latin Language hath 


any Word adequate to the Idea of the 


Original, 


The Colonel, after having diſcharged 

himſelf of two or three Articles of News, 
and made his Comments upon them, when 
the next Chair to him became vacant, called 
upon Booth to fill it. He then aſked him 
ſeyeral Queſtions relating to his Affairs; and 


| hen he heard he was out of the Army, 


abviſed him earneſtly to uſe all means to 
[IW> 26h if <4: = 
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get in again, ſaying, that he was a pretty 
Lad, and they muſt not loſe him. 


Booth told him in a Whiſper, that he 
had a great deal to ſay to him on that Sub- 
ject, it they were in a more private Place; 
upon this the Colonel propoſed a Walk in 
the Park, which the other readily accepted. 


During their Walk, Booth opened his 
Heart, and among other Matters acquainted 

Col. Bath that he feared he had loſt the 
Friendſhip of Col. James; though I am 
© not,” ſaid he, © conſcious of having done 
< the leaſt thing to deſer ve it. 


Bath anſwered, © You are certainly mil- 
© taken, Mr. Booth. I have indeed ſcarce 
£ ſeen my Brother ſince my coming to Town: 
for | have been here but two Days; how- 
ever I am convinced he is a Man of too 
* nice Honour to do any thing inconſiſtent 
« with the true Dignity of a Gentleman. 
Booth anſwered, he was far from accuſing 
© him of any thing diſhonourable.— D 
< me,” ſaid Bath, if there is a Man alive 
can, or dare accuſe him: If you have the 
< leaſt Reaſon to take any thing ill, why 
don't you go to him? you are a Gen- 


< tleman, and his Rank doth not 1 
* 


© ama 
him from giving you Satisfaction.“ The 
Affair is not of any ſuch king,” ſays Booth, 


I have great Obligations to the Colonel, 


and have more reaſon to lament than com- 

plain; and if I could but ſee him, I am 
« convinced I ſhould have no cauſe for either; 
but I cannot get within his Houſe; it was 
« but an Hour ago, a Servant of his turned 


me rudely from the Door.” Did a Ser- 


* vant of my Brother uſe you rudely ? ? 
ſaid the Colonel, with the utmoſt Gravity. 

« I do not know, Sir, in what Light you 
ſee ſuch things; but to me the Affront of 
« 4 Servant is the Affront of the Maſter ; 


and if he doth not immediately puniſh it, 
© by all the Dignity of Man, I would ſee 


the Maſter's Noſe between my Fingers.” 

Booth offered to explain, but to no Purpoſe; 
the Colonel was got into his Stilts z and it 
was impoſſible to take him down, nay, it 
was as much as Booth could poſſibly do to 
part with him without an actual Quarrel; 

nor would he perhaps have been able to have 
accompliſhed it, had not the Colonel by Ac- 
cident turned at laſt to take Boozh's Side of 
the Queſtion ; and before they ſeparated? 
he ſwore many Oaths that James ſhould 


give him Proper Satisfaction. 
Yor, II. F | C H A F. 
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Containing a Brace of Doctors, amt much! a 
phyfical Matter. 


UCH was the End of this: preſent. In- 
terview, ſo little to the Content of 
Hoeth, that he was heartily: concerned he 
had ever mentioned a Syllable of the Mat- 
ter. He now returned with all his Uneaſi- 
neſs to his Amelia, whom he found in a 
Condition very little adapted to relieve or 
comfort him. That poor Woman was now 
indeed under very great Apprehenſions for 
her Child, whoſe. Fever now began to rage 
very violently: and what was worſe, an 
Apothecary had been with her, and- fright- 
ened her almoſt out of her Wits. He had 
indeed repreſented the Caſe of the Child to 
be very deſperate, and had prevailed on the 
| Mother to call in the Aſſiſtance of a Doctor. 


Booth had been a very little time in he 
Room before this Doctor arrived, with the 
Apothecary: cloſe at his Heels, and both ap- 
pr ed the Bed, where the former felt the 
Pulſe of the Sick, and: performed ſeveral 


other phyſical Ceremonies. He then began 


to enquire of the Apothecary what: he had 
already 


f 
: 
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already done for the Patient; all which, as 
ſoon as informed, he greatly approved. The 
Doctor then ſat down, called for a Pen and 
Ink, filled a whole Side of a Sheet of Paper 
with Phyſic, then took a Guinea, and took 
his leave; the Apothecary waiting upon 
him down Stairs, as he had attended him up. 


All that Night both Amelia and Boorb ſat 
up with their Child, who rather grew worfe 
than better. In the Morning Mrs. Elli/o 
found the Infant in a raging Fever, burning 
hot, and very light-headed, and the Mother 


under the higheſt Dejection: for the Dif- 


temper had not given the leaſt Ground to 
all the Efforts of the Apothecary and Doc- 


tor, but ſeemed to defy their utmoſt Powe, 


with all that tremendous Apparatus of Phials 
and Gallypots, which were ranged in Battle- 
array all over the Room. wh 


Mrs. Elliſon ſeeing the diſtreſſed, and in- 
deed diſtracted Condition of Amelin's Mind, 
attempted to comfort her by giving her 


Hopes of the Child's Recovery. © Upon 
my Word, Madam, ſays ſhe, © I ſaw a 


Child of much the ſame Age with' Miſs, 
who, in my Opinion was much worſe, 
* reſtored to Health in a few Days by a Phy- 


* lician of my Acquaintance ; nay, I have 
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« known him cure ſeveral others of very bad 
« Fevers; and, if Miſs was under his Care, 
< I dare ſwear ſhe would do very well: 
s Good Heavens! Madam,” anſwered Ame- 
tia, why wopld you not mention him to 
me? for my part, I have no Acquaintance 
with any London Phyſicians, nor do ! 
know whom the Apothecary hath brought 
me.“ * Nay, Madam, ' cries Mrs. Elliſon, 
it is a tender thing you know, to recom- 
mend a Phyſician ; and as for my Doctor, 
there are abundance of People who give 
him an ill Name; indeed it is true, he 
© hath cured me twice of Fevers, and ſo he 
© hath ſeveral others to my Knowledge; 
* nay, I never heard of any more than one 
of his Patients that died; and yet as the 
Doctors and Apothecaries all give him an 
ill Character, one is fearful, you know, 
dear Madam.“ Booth enquired the Doc- 
tor's Name, which he no ſooner heard, than 
he begged his Wife to ſend for him imme- 
diately, declaring he had heard the higheſt 
Character imaginable of him at the Tavern, 
from an Officer of very good Underſtand- 
ing. Amelia preſently complied, and a Meſ- 
ſenger was diſpatched accordingly. 


GG @ a M M © @&a # 


But before the ſecond Doctor could be 
brought, the firſt returned with * Apo- 
Ho 1 thecat) 


\ 
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thecary attending him, as before. He again 
ſurveyed and handled the Sick; and — 5 
Amelia begged him to tell her, if there was 


any Hopes, he ſhoek his Head, and ſaid, 
; 1 o be ſure, Madam, Miſs is in a very dan- 


erous Condition, and there is no Time 


to loſe. If the Bliſters, which I ſhall now 
© order her, . ſhould not relieve her, I fear 
ve can do no more.. Would not you 
pleaſe, Sir, ſays the Apothecary, to 
* have the Powders and the Draught re- 
« peated ?? — How often were they or- 
« dered ??* cries the Doctor Only tertia 


* quaq. Hora,” ſays the Apothecary “ Let 


them be taken every Hour, by all means,” 
cries the Doctor; * and —let me ſee, pray 
get me a Pen and Ink. —+ It you think 
« the Child in ſuch imminent Danger, ſaid 
Booth, would you give us Leave to call 
« in another Phyſician to your Aſſiſtance 
Indeed my Wife O by all means, ſaid 
the Doctor, it is what I very much wiſh. 
Let me ſee, Mr. Arſenic, whom ſhall-we 
call. what do you think of Dr. Doſe- 
* well ?? ſaid the Apothecary - no body 
better,“ cries the Phyſician——-* I ſhould 
have no Objection to the 3 an- 
| ſwered Booth, but another hath been re- 
© commended to my Wife.” He then men- 
tioned the Phyſician, for whom they had 
* ub 
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102 AME LI A. Bock V. 
juſt before ſent. Who, Sir, ' cries the Doctor, 
dropping his Pen; and when Booth repeated 
the Name of Thompſon, Excuſe me, Sir, 
cries the Doctor haſtily, * I ſhall not meet 
* him'—< why ſo, Sir?” anſwered Booth. *« [ 
vill not meet him, replied the Doctor, 
£ ſhall I meet a Man who pretends to know 
more than the whole College, and would 
5.overtura the whole Method of Practice, 
„ which is ſo well eſtabliſhed, and from 
* which no one Perſon hath pretended to 
s deviate ?? Indeed, Sir,“ cries the Apo- 
thecary, you do not know what you are 
about, aſking your Pardon; why, he 
kills every body he comes near. That 
js not true,“ ſaid Mrs. Elliſun, I have 
been his Patient twice, and I am alive 
yet.“ You have had good Luck then, 
+ Madam,” anſwered the Apothecary ; for 
+ he kills every body he comes near'— 
* Nay, I know above a dozen others of my 
* own Acquaintance,' replied Mrs. Elliſon, - 
< who have been all cured by him“ That 
may be, Madam,” cries Arſenic, * but be 
kills every body for all that— why, Ma- 
dam, did you never hear of Mr. 
II can't think of the Gentleman's Name, 
+ tho? he was a Man of great Faſhion, but 
+ every body knows whom I mean.* Ever 
Body indeed muſt know whom you mean, 
4 | TEN | | anſwered 


2 
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anſwered Mrs. Elliſon, for J never heard 


0 but of one, and chat many Tears ago.” 


Before the Dif; pute was ended, the Doctor 
himſelf entered the Room. As he was a 
very well hred and a very good · natured Man, 
he addreſſed himſelf with much Civility to 
his Brother Phyſician, who was not quite 
fo courteous on his fide. However, he ſuf- 
fered the new Comer to be conducted to the 
ſick Bed, and at Boolb's earneſt Requeſt to 
deliver his Opinion. eee ee 


The Diſpute which enſued between the 
two Phyſicians would perhaps be unintelli- 
gible to any but to thoſe of the Faculty, and 
not very entertaining to them. The Cha- 


racter which the Officer and Mrs. Elliſon 


had given of the ſecond Doctor, had greatly 
prepoſſeſſed Booth in his Favour; and in- 


deed his Reaſoning ſeemed to be the juſter. 


Booth therefore declared he would abide by 
his Advice; upon which the former Ope- 
rator, with his Zany the Apothecary, quit- 


ted the Field, and left the other 1 in tull Poſ- 
| ſeſſion of che Sick. 


| The firſt thing the now DG? (id Was 
(to uſe his own Phrafe) to blow up the phy- 
"_ Magazine. All the — and Po- 

| F 4 duns 
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tions inſtantly diſappeared at his Command: 
for he ſaid there was a much readier and 
nearer way to convey ſuch Stuff to the Vault, 
than by firſt ſending it through a human 
Body. He then ordered the Child to be 
blooded, gave it a Clyſter, and ſome cool- 
ing Phyſic; and, in ſhort, (that I may not 
dwell too long on ſo unpleaſing a Part of 
Hiſtory) within three Days cured the little 
Patient of her Diſtemper, to the great Sa- 
tisfaction of Mrs, Elliſan, and to the vaſt 
Joy of Amelia. hr | 


Some Readers will perhaps think this 
whole Chapter might have been omitted; 
but though it contains no great Matter of 
. Amuſement, it may at leaſt ſerve to inform 
Poſterity concerning the preſent State of 
Phyſic. 


eee een 
In «hich Booth pays a Viſit to the noble Lord. 


I HEN that Day of the Week re- 
turned in which Mr. Booth choſe 

to walk abroad, his Child being now per- 
fectly recovered, and Amelia's Chearfulneſs 
returned, he went to wait on the noble Peer 
according to his kind Invitation. 5 * 

By 9 ; ot 
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_ Booth now found a very different Recep- 
tion with this great Man's Porter, from 
what he had met with at his Friend the Co- 
lonel's. He no ſooner told his Name, than 


the Porter with a Bow told him his Lordſhip 


was at home; the Door immediately flew 
wide open; and he was conducted to an Ans 


tichamber, where a Servant told him he 
would acquaint his Lordſhip with his Arriv- 


al. Nor did he wait many Minutes be- 


fore the ſame Servant returned, and uſhered 
him to his Lordſhip's Apartment. 59 


He found my Lord alone, and was re- 
ceived by him in the moſt courteous Man- 
ner imaginable. Aſter the firſt Ceremonials 


were over, his Lordſhip began in the fol- 


lowing Words. Mr. Booth, I do aſſure 
* you you are very much obliged to my 
* Couſin Elſon. She hath given you ſuch 
a Character that I ſhall have a Pleaſure in 


doing any thing in my Power to ſerve 
you. — But it will be very difficult; I am 


* afraid, to get you a Rank at home. In 
the Weſt-Indies perhaps, or in ſome Regi- 
ment abroad it may be more eaſy; and 


* when I conſider your Reputation as a 


* Soldier, I make no doubt of your Readi- 
* neſs to go to any Place where the Service 
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of your Country ſhall call you.“ Booth 
anfwered, that he was highly obliged to 
* his Lordſhip, and affured him, he would 
$5 with great Chearfulneſs attend his Duty in 
* any Part of the World. . The only thing 
© grievous in the Exchange of Countries, 
faid he, in my Opinion is to leave thoſe 
I love behind me, and I am ſure, I ſhall 
never have a ſecond Trial equal to my 
< firft. It was very hard, my Lord, to 
leave a young Wife big with her firſt 
* Caild, and fo affected with my Abſence, 
that I had the utmoſt Reaſon to deſpair 
© of ever ſeeing her more. After ſuch a 
* Demonſtration of my Reſolution to ſacri- 
< fice every other Conſideration to my Duty, 
I hope your Lordſhip will honour me 
* with ſome Confidence, that I ſhall make 

no Objeftion to ſerve in any Country. 
My dear Mr. Booth,” anſwered the Lord, 
| © you ſpeak like a Soldier, and I greatly 
* honour your Sentiments. Indeed I own 
© the Juſtice of your Inference from the 
Example you have. given: For, to quit a 

Wife as you ſay, in the very Infancy of 

< Marriage, is, I acknowledge, ſome Trial 
of Reſolution.” Booth anſwered with 2 
Jow Bow, and then after ſome immaterial 
Converſation, his Lordſhip promiſed to ſpeak 
immediately to the Miniſter, and _—_— 
41 : | | Mr. 
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Mr. Booth to come to him again on the Wed- 
neſday Morning, that he might be acquainted 
with his Patron's Succeſs. The poor Man 
now bluſhed and looked filly, till after ſome 


time, he ſummoned up all his Courage to 


his Affiſtance, and relying on the other's 
Friendſhip, he opened the whole Affair of 
his Circumſtances, and confeſſed that he 
did not dare ſtir from his Lodgings above 
one Day in Seven. His Lordſhip expreſſeꝗ 
great Concern at this Account, and very 
kindly promiſed to take ſome Opportunity 
of caliing on him at his Couſin Elliſon's, 
when he hoped, he ſaid, to bring him com- 
fortable Tidings. , | 


Booth ſoon afterwards took his Leave 
with the moſt profuſe Acknowledgments 
tor ſo much Goodneſs, and haſtened Home 
to acquaint his Amelia with what had ſo 
greatly overjoyed him. She highly con- 
gratulated him on his having found lo gene- 
rous and powerful a Friend, towards whom 


both their Boſoms burnt with the warmeſt 
Sentiments of Gratitude. She was not how- 


ever contented, till ſhe had made Booth re- 
new his Promiſe in the moſt ſolemn Manner 
of taking her with him. After which they 
lat down with their little Children to a Scrag 


of Mutton and Broth, with the higheſt Sa- 


tisfaction 
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tisfaction, and verv heartily drank his Lord- 
ſhip's Health in a Pot of Porter. | 


In the Afternoon this happy Couple, if 
the Reader will allow me to call poor People 
happy, drank Tea with Mrs. Elliſon, where 
his Lordſhip's Praiſes being again repeated 
by both the Huſband and Wife were very 
loudly echoed by Mrs. Elliſon. While they 
were here, the young Lady, whom we 
have mentioned at the End of the laſt Book 
to have made a Fourth at Whift, and with 
whom Amelia ſeemed ſo much pleaſed, came 
in; ſhe was juſt returned to Town from a 
thort Viſit in the Country, and her preſent 
Viſit was unexpected. It was however very 
agreeable to Amelia, who liked her ſtill 
better upon a ſecond Interview, and was re- 
ſolved to ſolicit her further Acquaintance. 


Mrs. Bennet ſtill maintained ſome little 
Reſerve, but was much more familiar and 
communicative than before. She appeared 
Moreover to be as little ceremonious as 
Mrs. Elliſon had reported her, and very 
readily accepted Amelia's Apology for not 
paying her the firſt Viſit, and agreed to 
drink Tea with her the very next Afternoon. 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt the above- e Company 


were fitting in Mrs. Elliſon's Parlour, Ser- 
jeant Atkinſon paſſed by the Window, and 


knocked at the Door. Mrs. Elliſon - no 
ſooner ſaw him, than ſhe ſaid, pray, Mr. 


Booth, who is that genteel young Ser- 


« jeant ? He was here every Day laſt Week, 


to enquire after the Health of Miſs, and 


© at the Time of her Danger ſhewed almoſt 
* as much Concern for her as you did your- 
« ſelf.” This was indeed a Fact; but as 
the poor Fellow had received all his Anſwers 
from the Maid or Mrs. Elliſon, Booth had 


never heard a word of the Matter. He 


was however greatly pleaſed with what he 
was now told, and burſt forth into great 
Praiſes of the Serjeant, which were ſeconded 
by Amelia, who added that he was her Fol- 


ter-Brother, and ſhe believed one of the 


honeſteſt Fellows in the World. 


3 And T'll ſwear,” cries Mrs. Elſon, © he 
is one of the prettieſt Do, Mr. Booth, 
* deſire him to walk in. A Serjeant of the 
* Guards is a Gentleman, and I had rather 

give ſuch a Man as you deſcribe a Diſh 
of Tea, than any Beau Fribble of them 


all.“ 


* * 
- 


” Booth 
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Booth wanted no great Solicitation to 
fhew any kind of Regard to Atkinſon; and 
accordingly the Serjeant was uſhered in, 
tho* not without ſome Reluctance on his 
Side. There is perhaps nothing more uneaſy 
than thoſe Senſations which the French call 
the mauvaiſe Honte, nor any more difficult 
to conquer ; and poor Atkinſon would, I am 

zerfuaded, have mounted a Breach with 
leſs Concern, than he walked into a Room 
before three Ladies, two of whom were his 
avowed well Withers, 


Tho' J do not entirely agree with the 


10 learned Mr. Eſſex the celebrated Danc- 
ing-Mafter's Opinion, that Dancing is the 
Rudiments of polite Education, as he 
would, I apprehend, exclude every other 
Art and Science; yet is it certain, that 
Perſons whoſe Feet have never been under 
the Hands of the Profeſſors of that Art, 
are apt to diſcover this Want in their Edu: 
cation in every Motion, nay, even when 
they ſtand or fir ſtill. They * indeed to 
be over-burthened with Limbs, which they 
know not how to uſe, as if when Nature 
hath finiſhed her Work, the Dancing- Ma- 
ſter ſtill is neceſſary to put it in Motion. 


Atkinſon 


have a Place in this Hiſtory. - 
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Atkinſon was at preſent an Example of 


this Obſervation, which doth ſo much Ho- 


nour to a Profeſſion for which I have a very 


high Regard. He was handſome and ex- 


quiſitely well made; and yet, as he had 


never learnt to dance, he made ſo awkward 


an Appearance in Mrs. Elliſon's Parlour, 
that the good Lady herſelf, who had in- 
vited him in, could at firſt ſcarce refrain 
from Laughter at his Behaviour. - — 


He had not however been long in the 
Room, before Admiration of his Perſon 


got the better of ſuch rifible- Ideas. So 
great is the Advantage of Beauty in Men 


as well as Women, and ſo ſure is this Qua- 


lity in either Sex of procuring fome Regard 
from the Beholder. 


The exceeding courteous Behaviour of 
Mrs. Elliſon, joined to that of Amelia and 
Booth, at length diſſipated the Uneaſinefs 
of Atkinſon ;, and he gained ſufficient Con- 
fidence to tell the Company ſome entertain- 


ing Stories of Accidents, that had hap- 
pened in the Army within Eis Knowledge; 


which tho* they greatly pleaſed all preſent, 
are not however of Conſequence enough to 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Elliſon was ſo very importunate with 
her Company to ſtay Supper, that they all 
conſented. As for the Serjeant, he ſeemed 

to be none of the leaſt welcome Gueſts. 

She was indeed ſo pleaſed with what ſhe 

had heard of him, and what ſhe ſaw of 

him, that when a little warmed with«Wine, 
for ſhe was no Flincher at the Bottle, ſhe 
began to indulge ſome Freedoms in her 

Diſcourſe towards him, that a little offended 

Amelia's Delicacy, nay, they did not ſeem 

to be highly reliſhed by the other Lady. 

Tho' I am far from inſinuating that theſe 

exceeded the Bounds of Decency, or were 

indeed greater Liberties than Ladies of the 
middle Age, and eſpecially Widows, do 
frequently allow to themſclves. 


EE: CMAP. 
Relating principally to the Affairs of Serjeant 


Atkinſon. 


T\HE next Day, when all the ſame 
1 Company, Atkinſon only excepted, 
allembled in Amelia's Apartment, Mrs. El- 
_ biſon preſently began to diſcourſe of him, 
and that in Terms not only of Approbation, 
but even of Affection. She called. him her 
= , > mar 


Hos Serjeant, and her ha Serjeant, re- 

peated often that he was the prettieſt Fellow 

in the Army, and ſaid it was a thouſand 1 

Pities he had not a Commiſſion; for that if 1 
he had, ſhe was ſure he would become a | 
F General. 


| ] am of your Opinion, Madam,“ an- ' RW 
ſwered Booth; © and he hath got 100 J. of up 
: his own already, if he could find a Wife ba 
now to help him to two or three hundred 
* more, I think he might eaſily get a Com- 
miſſion in a Marching Regiment; for 1 
am convinced there is no Colonel 1 in the 
6 * Army would refuſe him. 


. 


© Refuſe him indeed l- 2d Mrs. EN hs 
no. He would be a very pretty Colonel 
© that did. And upon my Honour, '  be- 
+ heve there are very few Ladies who would 
* refuſe him, if he had but a proper Op- 
7 * portunity of ſoliciting them. The Colo- 
nel and the Lady both would be better 

* off, than with one of thoſe pretty Ma- 

0 * ſters that I ſee walking about, and drag- 
q, © ing their long Swords after them, when 


* they ſhould rather Wy their hays, 
Strings. | 


Wen 
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Well ſaid,” cries Booth, and ſpoken 
like a Woman of Spirit. Indeed, I be- 
lieve, they would be both better ſerved.” 


© True Captain, anſwered Mrs. E1l;ſon, 
I would rather leave the two firſt Syllables 
out of the Word Gentleman, than the 
* laſt,” e 


© Nay I aſſure you, ' replied Booth, * there 
is not a quieter Creature in the World. 
* Tho! the Fellow hath the Bravery of a 
Lion, he hath the Meekneſs of a Lamb, 
I can tell you Stories enow of that Kind, 
and ſo can my dear Amelia when he was a 


Boy. 


© O if the Match ſticks there,“ cries 
Amelia, I poſitively will not ſpoil his 
Fortune by my Silence. I can anfwer 
for him from his Infancy, that he was 
one of the beſt natured Lads in the 
© World. I will tell you a Story or two of 
* him, the Truth of which I can teſtify 
from my own Knowledge. When he was 
+ but ſix Years old, he was at Play with 
* me at my Mother's Houſe, and a great 
Pointing- dog bit him through the Leg. 
The poor Lad in the Midſt of the = 
7 N 
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« guiſh of his Wound, declared he was 
« overjoyed it had not happened to Miſs, 
(for the ſame Dog had juſt before ſnapt 
at me, and my Petticoats had been my 
« Defence.) Another Inſtance of his Good- 
* neſs. which greatly recommended him to 
© my Father, and which I have loved him 
© for ever ſince, was this. My Father was 
© a great Lover of Birds, and ſtrictly for- 
© bad the ſpoiling of their Neſts. Poor Foe 
* was one Day caught upon a Tree, and 
being concluded guilty, was ſeverely laſh- 
ed for it; but it was afterwards diſcovered 
| * that another Boy, a Friend of Joe's, had 
* robbed the Neſt of its young ones, and 
poor Joe had climbed the Tree in order 
to reſtore them, notwithſtanding which 
* he ſubmitted to the Puniſhment rather 
* than he would impeach his Companion. 
But if theſe Stories appear childiſh and 
* trifling, the Duty and Kindneſs he hath 
© ſhewn to his Mother, muſt recommend 


3 


as 
he him to every one. Ever ſince he hath 
of been fifteen Years old, he hath more than 
fy half ſupported her; and when my Brother 
as died, I remember particularly Foe at his 


th * Deſire, for he was much his Favourite, 
at had one. of his Suits given him, but in- 
g. WM © ſtead of his becoming finer on that Oc- 
. © calion, another young Fellow came to 
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Church in my Brother's Cloaths, and my 
old Nurſe appeared the ſame Sunday in a 


new Gown, which her Son had purchafed 
for her with the Sale of his Legacy.” 


+4 


Well, I proteſt, he is a very worthy 


Creature, ſaid Mrs. Bennet. 


He is a charming Fellow,” cries Mrs, 


Elliſon, —* but then the Name of Serjeant, 


Capt. Booth, tho* as the Play fays, my 
Pride brings me off again. 


And whatſoever the Sapes charge on Pride, 
The Angels Fall, and twenty other good 
| Faults beſide; 8 
On Earth I'm ſure— I'm ſure—ſomething 
E calling 


Pride ſaves Man and our Sex too from 


falling. 


Here a Footman's Rap at the Door ſhook 


the Room. Upon which Mrs. Elliſon run- 
ning to the Window, cry*d out, let me die 
if it is not my Lord, what ſhall I do? ] 


muſt be. at home to him, but ſuppoſe he 
ſhould enquire for you, Captain, - what ſhall 
] ſay ? or will you go down with me? 


The 


_—— 
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The Company were in ſome Confuſion at 
this Inſtant, and before they had agreed on 
any thing, Boot h's little Girl came running 
into the Room, and ſaid, there was a pro- 
digious great Gentleman coming up Stairs.“ 
She was immediately followed by his Lord- 
ſhip, who, as he knew Booth muſt be at 


home, made very little or no Enquiry at 
the Door. one : 


Amelia was taken ſomewhat at a Surprize, 


but ſhe was too polite to ſhew much Con- 


fuſion : for though ſhe knew nothing of the 


Town, ſhe had had. a genteel Education, 
and kept the beſt Company the Country at- 


forded. The Ceremonies therefore paſt as 


uſual, and they all {at down. 


His Lordſhip ſoon addreſſed himſelf to 
Booth, ſaying, * As I have what I think 
* good News for you, Sir, I could not de- 
lay giving myſelf the Pleaſure of commu- 
* micating it to you. I have mentioned 
your Affair where I promifed you, and 
* I have no doubt of my Succeſs. One 
may eaſily perceive, you know, from the 
* Manner of Peoples behaving upon ſuch 
* Occaſions; and indeed, when J related 
your Caſe I found there was much Incli- 
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* nation to ſerve you. Great Men, Mr. 
© Booth, muſt do things in their own Time; 
© but I think you may depend on having 
© ſomething done very foon.* | 


Booth made many Acknowledgments for 
his Lordſhip's Goodneſs, and now a ſecond 
time paid all the Thanks which would 
Have been due, even had the Favour been ob- 
tained. This Art of promiſing is the Oeco- 
nomy of a great Man's Pride, a ſort of 
good Huſbandry in conferring Favours, by 
which they receive ten-fold in Acknowledg- 
ments for every Obligation, I mean among 
thoſe who really intend the Service: for | 
there- are others who cheat poor Men of 
their Thanks, without ever deſigning to 
deſerve them at all. 


This Matter being ſufficiently diſcuſſed, 
the Converſation took a gayer Turn; and 
my Lord began to entertain the Ladies with 
ſome of that elegant Diſcourſe, which tho 
moſt delightful to hear, it is impoſſible 
ſhould ever be read. Such Converſation in- 
deed, as it extremely reſembles briſk bottled 
Ale in its Livelineſs, ſo doth it in this, that 
it is as impoſſible to transfuſe the one from 
the Lips to Paper, as to decant the _—_ 
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Both by ſuch Operations loſe all their Spirit, 
f 2. nothing but Froth remains. | 


5 His Lonififip was fo highly p leaſed” wich 
Amelia, that he could not help being ſome- 
what particular to her; but this Particu- 
; MW ity diſtinguiſned itſelf only in a higher 
Degree of Reſpect, and was ſo very polite 
d e 
and fo very diſtant, that ſhe herſelf was 
pleaſed, and: at his Departure, which was 
not till he had far exceeded the Length of a 
common Viſie, declared he was the fineſt 


i T6441 
: pm 


7 Gentleman ſhe had ever ſeen, with which F 
” WJ Lentiment her Huſband and Mrs: Elliſon 4 


both entirely concurred. 


Mrs. Bennet on the contrary expreſt ſome 
little Diſlike to my Lord's Complaiſance, 
which ſhe called exceſſive. © For my own 
part,“ ſaid. ſhe; © I have not the leaſt 
* Reliſh for thoſe very fine Gentlemen; 
what the World generally calls Polite- 
neſs, I term Infincerity ; and I am more WM 
charmed with the Stories which Mrs. Booth _ is 
* told us of the honeſt Serjeant, than with 6 
* all that the fineſt, Gentlemen in the World 
© ever d! in their Lives.“ 


th 
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in- 
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4 0 to be ſure,” cries Mrs. Bllifon « All 
. 771 Love, or the World well Loft, is a 
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Motto very proper for ſome Folks to 
wear in their Coat of Arms; but the 
© Generality of the World will, I believe, 
agree with that Lady's Opinion of my 
Couſin, rather than with Mrs. Bennet.” 


Mrs. Bennet ſeeing Mrs. Elliſon took Of. 
fence at what ſhe ſaid, thought proper to 
make ſome Apology, which was very readily 
accpted, and ſo ended the Viſit. 
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We cannot however put an End to the 
Chapter without obſerving, that ſuch is the 
ambitious Temper of Beauty, that it may 
always apply to itſelf that celebrated Paſſage 
in Lucan, | oY 


_— 
of e 88 a 
©1468 4 
"DEE | ts 


Fer 
* Ide Dane 


Nec quenquam jam ferre poteſi Ceſar 
priorem | 


Pompeiuſue parem. 


Indeed, I believe, it may be laid down 2s | 
a general Rule, that no Woman who hath 
any great Pretenſions to Admiration, 1 
over-well pleaſed in a Company, where ſhe 
perceives herſelf to fill only the ſecond Place. 
This Obſervation however I humbly ſubmit 
to the Judgment of the Ladies, and hope 
it will be conſidered as retracted by me, it 
they fhall diſſent from my Opinon. . 
a CHAP! 
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H N omar wilt 
Containing Matters that require no Preface. 
(TT HEN Booth and his Wife were left 

alone together, they both extremely 


exulted in their good Fortune, in havi 
found ſo good a Friend as his Lordſhip; 


nor were they wanting in very warm Ex- 


preſſions of their Gratitude towards Mrs. El- 
liſon. After which they began to lay down 


Schemes of Living when Booth ſhould have 


his Commiſſion of Captain, and after the 
exacteſt Computation, concluded that with 
(Economy, they ſhould be able to ſave, 
at leaſt, fifty Pounds a Year out of their 
Income, in order to pay their Debts. _ 


3 Theſe Matters being well ſettled, Amelia 
alked Booth what he thought of Mrs. Bennet. 


think, my Dear, anſwered Booth, that 
* ſhe hath been formerly a very pretty Wo- 
man.“ I am miſtaken,” replicd ſhe, if 


* ſhe be not a very good Creature. I don't 


know I ever took ſuch a Liking to any 


one on ſo ſhort an Acquaintance. I fancy 


* ſhe hath been a very ſpritely Woman : 
For if you obſerve, ſhe diſcovers by ſtarts 


* great Vivacity in her Countenance. I 
n G made 


* 
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made the ſame Obſervation, cries Booth - 
« ſure ſome ſtrange Misfortune hath befallen 
< her.” A Misfortune indeed “ anſwered 
Amelia, * ſure Child, you forgot what Mrs. 
© Elliſon told us, that ſhe had loſt a beloved 
< Huſband. A Misfortune which I have 
© often wondered at any Woman's ſurviv- 
ing, — at which Words, ſhe caſt a tender 
© Look at Bootb, and preſently afterwards 
*< throwing herſelf upon his Neck, cried— 
O Heavens! what a happy Creature am 
< IT; when I conſider the Dangers you have 
gone through, how I exult in my Bliſs!" 
The good natured Reader will ſuppoſe that 
Baoth was not deficient in returning ſuch 
Tenderneſs, after which the Converſation 
became too fond to be here related. | 


The next Morning Mrs. Elliſan addreſſed 
1 herſelf to Booth as follows: I ſhall make 
| no Apology, Sir, for what I am going to 
<< fay, as it proceeds from my Friendſhip 

_ © to yourſelf and your dear Lady. I an 

© convinced then, Sir, there is ſomething 

© more than Accident in your going Abroad 

only one Day in the Week. Now, Sir, 

© if, as I am afraid, Matters are not altoge- 
ther as well as I wiſh them, I beg, ſince 

I do not believe you are provided with 
Lawyer, that you will ſuffer me to fe. 

; + commend 
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commend one to you. The Perſon I ſhall 
mention is, I aſſure you, of much Abi- 
„ lity in his Profeſſion, and I have known 
him do great Services to Gentlemen under 
« a Cloud. Do not be aſhamed of your 
« Circumſtances, my dear Friend. They 
are a much greater Scandal to thoſe, wha 
have left ſo much Merit unprovided for.” 


Booth gave Mrs. Ellifon abundance of 
Thanks for her Kindneſs, and explicitely 
confeſt to her that her Conjectures were 
right, and without Hefitation accepted the 
Offer of her Friend's Aſſiſtance. My 


Mrs. Elliſon then acquainted him with 
her Apprehenſions on his Account. She 
{aid ſhe had both Yeſterday and this Morn- 
ing ſeen two or three very ugly ſuſpicious 
Fellows pals ſeveral times by her Window. 
* Upon all Accounts,“ ſaid ſhe, * my dear 
Sir, 1 adviſe you to keep yourſelf cloſe 
« confined till the Lawyer hath been with 
* you. I am ſure he will get you your 
Liberty, at leaſt of walking about within 
the Verge There's ſomething to be done 


with the Board of Green Cloth, I don't 


know what; but this I know, that ſe- 
veral Gentlemen have lived here a long 
Time very comfortably, and have defied all 
98 85 G 2 1 
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© the Vengance of their Creditors. Hoy: 


© ever, in the mean time you mult be a 
. © cloſe Priſoner with your Lady; and !] be- 
© lieve there is no Man in England but 


© would exchange his Liberty for the ſame 


Goal.“ 


She then departed, in order to ſend for 
the Attorney, and preſently afterwards the 
Serjeant arrived with News of the like 
Kind. He ſaid he had ſcraped an Ac 
quaintance with Murphy. * I hope your 
* Honour will pardon me,“ cries At&:nſon, 
but I pretended to have a ſmall Demand 
upon your Honour myſelf, and offered 
to employ him in the Buſineſs. Upon 
which he told me, that if I would go 
with him to the Marſhal's Court, and 
make Affidavit of my Debt, he ſhould be 
able very ſhortly to get it me ; for I ſhall 
have the Captain in Hold, ' cries he, © within 
© a Day or two. I wiſh,” ſaid the Serjeant, 
© I could do your Honour any Service. 
Shall I walk about all Day before thc 
< Door? or ſhall I be Porter and watch it 
© in the Inſide, till your Honour can find 
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ſome means of ſecuring yourſelf? I hope 
© you will not be offended at me, but 
| © beg you would take care of falling into 


Murphy's Hands; for he hath the Chi 


« racer 
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« racter of the greateſt Villain upon Earth. 
] am afraid you will think me too bold, 
ir; but I have a little Money, if it can 
© be of any Service, do, pray your Ho- 
« nour, command it. It can never do me 
ſo much Good any other way. Conſider, 


Sir, I owe all I have to yourſelf, and my 4 
dear Miſtreſs. 


Booth ſtood a Moment, as if he had been 
| Thunder-ſtruck, and then, the Tears burſt- 
ring from his Eyes, he ſaid: Upon my 
* KT Soul, Atkinſon, you overcome me. I 
dil © ſcarce ever* heard of ſo much Goodneſs, 
d nor do I know how to expreſs my Senti- 
ments of it. But be aſſured, as for your 
Money, I will not accept it, and let it 
d WW © ſatisfy you, that in my preſent Circum- 
ve ſtances it would do me no effential Ser- 
all W * vice; but this be aſſured of likewiſe, that 
in W « whilſt 1 live, 1 ſhall never. forget the 
it, MW * Kindneſs of the Offer- However, as I 
e. © apprehend I may be in ſome Danger of 
he . Fellows getting into the Houſe, "for a 
W Day or two, as I have no Guard but a 
nd Wl © poor little Girl, I will not refuſe the 
pe il © Goodneſs you offer to ſhew in my Pro- 
t © tection. And I make no doubt but Mrs. 
nt0 i Elliſon will let you fit in her Parlour for 


h that Purpoſe.” 
| Sh Atkinſon 
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Atkinſon with the utmoſt Readineſs un- 
dertook the Office of Porter; and Mrs. Z.. 
liſon as readily allotted him a Place in her 
Back- parlour, where he continued three Days 
together, from Eight in the Morning till 
Twelve at Night; during which Time he 
had ſometimes the Company of Mrs. Elli. 
fon, and ſometimes of Booth, Amelia, and 
Mrs. Bennet too; for this laſt had taken as 
great a Fancy to Amelia, as Amelia had to 
her, and therefore as Mr. Booth's Affairs 
were now. no Secret in the Neighbourhood, 
made her frequent Viſits during the Con- 
finement of her Huſband, and conſequent!y 
her own. 


Nothing, as I remember, happened in 
this Interval of Time, more worthy Notice 
than the following Card, which Amelia re- 
ceived from her old Acquaintance Mrs, 
James. Mrs. James ſends her Compli- 
ments to Mrs. Booth, and deſires to know 
< how ſhe does; for as ſhe hath not had the 
« Favour of ſeeing her at her own Houſe, 
or of meeting her in any public Place, in 
* ſo long Time, fears it may be owing to il 
© Health. | 


Amelia 


J r ͤ·õ ih, 


* 


Antlit had long given over all Thoughts 


of her Friend, and doubted not but that 
the was as entirely given over by her; ſhe 
was very much furprized at this Meſſage, 
and under ſome Doubt whether it was not 


meant as an Inſult, eſpecially from the men- 
tion of public Places, which ſhe thought 


fo inconſiſtent with her preſent Circum- 
ſtances, of which ſhe ſuppoſed Mrs. James 
was well apprized. However, at the En- 
treaty of her Huſband, who languiſhed for 
nothing more than to be again reconciled to 
his Friend James, Amelia undertook to pay 
the Lady a Viſit, and to examine into the 
Myſtery of this Conduct, which appeared 
to her ſo unaccountable. | 5 


Mrs. James received her with a Degree 
of Civility that amazed Amelia, no leſs than 
her Coldneſs had done before. She reſolved 
to come to an Eclairciſſement, and having 
ſat out ſome Company that came in, when 
they were alone together, Amelia, after 
ſome Silence, and many Offers to ſpeak, 
at laſt ſaid, my dear Jenny, (if you will 


* now ſuffer me to call you by ſo ſamiliar a 


* Name,) have you entirely forgot a certain 


young Lady who had the Pleaſure of bes. 


ing your intimate Acquaintance at Mont» 


WL - « pelier 2* 


Cs AME L I A. 127 


oa — — 
—— — 


= „ 2 
—— — — L Pg "I —— XY — - — IR F * — 2 — 
a IIS — CI re A EE SEG IG WEARS DIE ABT REY” To IEEE: 5 {AIST = = Mw 
< - | Au R dy *. + 5 = Lo 2 =Y. — — — > —— — 2 A - > ys; . - — <> * 
* r- — = 2 = £ — SE 8 © ES - = LI IE — Aa — 
——— — — — — p A — 


L ” 7 aw 

E Es D I — 
— - — — 4 —— — LIES * * — == —— —— - = Ce nn ——— 

— — D ade . — . Ine . ˙ü . . TILE 


LE Es 
r 


r= SEEDERS 
5 > . — 


>" 2 
— — 
— 


—— — 

—— 
a «Rs 
— * 

GT 


2 
n 


i 


. . Tas 3 

„„ Ve , . ĩ˙—‚ 
LY N » 8 — * 2 

ISAs wa — —— rH  - _— þ 4» 4 1 


2 IE & — — — 7 8 
r 
Cabin 5 ang, 1 2 


17% 
N 1 


— —— 
— ZS n 
r r 


128 AMELIA. Bock v. 
pelier?— Whom do you mean, dear 
Madam? ' cries Mrs. James, with great 
Concern. I mean myſelf,' anſwered Ame- 
lia—*< You ſurprize me, Madam,” replied 
Mrs. James. How can you aſk me that 
« Queſtion? *© Nay, my Dear, I do not 
< intend to offend you, ' cries Amelia? but 
I am really deſirous to ſolve to myſelf the 
EReaſon of that Coldneſs which you ſhewed 
* me, when you did me the Favour of a 
« Viſit. Can you think, my Dear, I was 
not diſappointed when I expected to meet 
man intimate Friend, to receive a cold 
formal Viſitant? I deſire you to examine 
* your own Heart, and anſwer me honeſtly, 
if you do not think I had ſome little 
< Reaſon to be diſſatisfied with your Beha- 
< viour?* Indeed, Mrs, Booth, anſwered 
the other Lady, you ſurprize me very 
* much; if there was any thing diſpleaſing 
to you in my Behaviour, I am extremely 
* concerned at it. I did not know I had 
been defective in any of the Rules of 
« Civility, but if I was, Madam, I ak 
your Pardon.“ * Is Civility then, my 
Dear, replied Amelia, a ſynonymous 
Term with Friendſhip ? Could I have 
expected when 1 parted the laſt Time with 
« Miſs Jenny Bath, to have met her the 
* next Time in the Shape of a fine Lady, 
WELLS e com- 
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« complaining of the Hardſhip of climbing 
© up two Pair of Stairs to viſit me, and 
then approaching me with the diſtant Air 
of a new or a ſlight Acquaintance ? Do 
you think, my dear Mrs. James, if the 
Tables had been turned, if my Fortune 
had been as high in the World as yours, 
and you in my Diſtreſs and abject Con- 
« dition, that I would not have climbed as 


* high as the Monument to viſit you?“ 


Sure, Madam,* cries Mrs. James, 1 
* miſtake you, or you have greatly miſtaken 
me. Can you complain of my not viſit- 
ing you, who have owed me a Viſit al- 


* moſt theſe three Weeks. Nay, did I not 


even then ſend you a Card, which ſure was 
doing more than all the Friendſhip and 
good Breeding in the World required; 
but indeed as I had met you in no public 
Place, I really thought you was ill ?? 
* How can you mention public Places to 
* me,” ſaid Amelia, when you can hardly 
be a Stranger to my preſent Situation? 
Did you not know, Madam, that I was 
ruined. No indeed, Madam, did J not,? 
replied Mrs. James, I am ſure I ſhould have 
been highly concerned if I had. Why 
* ſure, my Dear, cries Amelia, you could 


not imagine that we were in affluent Cir- 


* cumſtances, when you found us in ſuch a 


_ 
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Place, and in ſuch a Condition.“ Nay, 
my Dear, ' anſwered Mrs. James, ſince 

vou are pleaſed to mention it firſt your. 

« felf, I own I was a little ſurprized to ſee 

© you in no better Lodgings ; but J conclud. 
ed you had your own Reaſons for liking 
them; and for my own part, I have laid 
it down as a poſitive Rule, never to en- 
« quire into the private Affairs of any one, 
eſpecially of my Friends. I am not of 
the Humour of fome Ladies, who con- 
fine the Circle of their Acquaintance to 
one Part of the Town, and would not be 
 * known to viſit in the City for the World. 
For my part, I never dropt an Acquaint- 
* ance with any one, while it was reputable 
© to keep it up; and I can ſolemnly de- 
© clare, I have not a Friend in the World 
for whom I have a greater Eſteem than 
have for Mrs. Booth. 7 


At this Inſtant the Arrival of a new 
Viſitant put an end to the Diſcourſe, and 
Amelia ſoon after took her Leave without 
the leaſt Anger, but with ſome little un- 
avoidable Contempt for a Lady, in whoſe 
Opinion, as we have hinted before, outward 
Form and Ceremony conſtituted the whole 
Eſſence of Friendſhip ; who valued all her 
— — as each Individual m_ 
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equally to fill up a Place in her viſiting 


Roll, and who in reality had not the lea 
Concern for the good Qualities or Well- 


"CHAP. VI 
| Containing much beroic Matter. 


IT the End of three Days Mrs. Ellſon's 
41 Friend had ſo far purchaſed Mr. Booib's 
Liberty, that he could walk again abroad 
within the Verge, without any Danger of 
having a Warrant backed againſt him by 


the Board before he had Notice. As for the 


ill looked Perſons that had given the Alarm, 
it was now diſcovered that another unhappy 


Gentleman, and not Booth was the Objeck 


of their Purſuit. 


Mr. Booth now being delivered from his 


Fears, went, as he had formerly done, to 


take his Morning-walk in the Park. Here 


he met Colonel Bath in Company with 
ſome other Officers, and very civilly paid 
his Reſpects to him, But inſtead of re- 
turning the Salute, the Colonel looked him 
full in the Face with a very ſtern Counte- 


nance; and if he could be ſaid to take any I 
Notice of him, it was in ſuch a Manner as 


. 
* — 
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to inform him he would take no Notice of 
him. | 


Booth was not mote hurt than ſurprized 
at this Behaviour, and reſolved to know the 
Reaſon of it. He therefore watched an 
Opportunity till the Colonel was alone, and 
then walked boldly up to him, and deſired to 
know if he had given him any Offence, — the 
Colonel anſwered haftily, Sir, I am above 
being offended with you, nor do I think it 
«* conſiſtent with my Dignity to make you any 
_* Anſwer.” Booth replied, * I don't know, 

Sir, that I have done any thing to deſerve 
this Treatment.*—* Look*ee, Sir,“ cries the 
Colonel, if I had not formerly had ſome 
P Reſpect for you, I ſhould not think you 
worth my Reſentment. However, as you 
© are a Gentleman born and an Officer, and 
as I have had an Eſteem for you, I will 
give you ſome Marks of it by putting it in 
« your Power to do yourſelf Juſtice. I will 
a tell you therefore, Sir, that you have acted 
ke a Scoundrel.'—* If we were not in the 

Park, anſwered Booth warmly, I would 
© thank you very properly for that Compi- 
ment.. O Sir cries the Colonel, * we can 
be ſoon in a convenient Place. -Upon which 
Bootb anſwered he would attend him where- 


ever he pleaſed, —The Colonel then bid him 
15 come 


% & 
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come along, and ſtrutted forward directly up 
Conſftitution- Hill to Hyde-Park, Booth follow- 
ing him at firſt, and afterwards walking be- 
fore him, till they came to that Place which 
may be properly called the Field of Blood, 
being that Part a little to the Left of the 


Ring, which Heroes have choſen for the 


Scene of their Exit out of this World. 


Booth reached the Ring ſome Time be- 
fore the Colonel ; for he mended not his Pace 
any more than a Spaniard. To ſay Truth, 


I believe it was not in his Power; for he 


had ſo long accuſtomed himfelf to one and 
the ſame Strut, that as a Horſe uſed always 
to Trotting can ſcarce be forced into a Gal- 
lop, ſo could no Paſſion force the Colonel to 


alter his Pace. | 


At length, however, both Parties arrived 
at the Liſts, where the Colonel very delibe- 
rately took off his Wig and Coat, and laid 
them on the Graſs, and then drawing his 
Sword, advanced to Booth, who had like- 


wiſe his drawn Weapon in his Hand, but 


had made no other Preparation for the 

Combat. Hs 8 5 
The Combatants now engaged with great | 

Fury, and after two or three Paſſes, Booth 
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run the Colonel through the Body and threw 
him on the Ground, at the ſame Time poſ- 
ſeſling himſelf of the Colonel's Sword. 


As ſoon as the Colonel was become Maſter 
of his Speech, he called out to Booth in a 
very kind Voice, and ſaid, you have 
done my Buſineſs, and ſatisfied me that 
you are a Man of Honour, and that my 
Brother James muſt have been miſtaken : 
For I am convinced, that no Man who will 
draw his Sword in ſo gallant a Manner, 
is capable of being a Raſcal, d—n me, 
give me a Buſs, my dear Boy, I aſk your 
Pardon for that infamous Appellation J 
* diſhonoured your Dignity with; but, 
dn me, if it was not purely out of 
Love, and to give you an Opportunity 
of doing yourſelf Juſtice, which I own 
« you have done like a Man of Honour, 
What may be the Conſequence I know 
not, but, I hope, at leaſt I ſhall live to 
* reconcile you with my Brother. 


Booth ſhewed great Concern and even 
Horror in his Countenance, * Why, my 
dear Colonel,“ ſaid he, would you force 
me to this? For Heaven's Sake, tell me, 


vuhat I have ever done to offend you. 
e Me p 


— 
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« Me? cried the Colonel. · Indeed, wy 


dear Child, you never did any Thing to 


«* offend me. Nay, I have. acted the Part 


of a Friend to you in the whole Affair. 


« I maintained your Cauſe with my Brother 
as long as Decency would permit, I could 
not flatly contradict him, tho” indeed I 
« ſcarce believed him. But what could I 
« do, if I had not fought with you, I muſt 
© have been obliged to have fought with 
him? However, I hope, what is done 


vill be ſufficient, and that Matters may 
be diſcomodated without your being put 


to the Neceſſity of Fighting any more on 


this Occaſion. 


Never regard me, cried Booth eagerly, 
for Heaven's Sake think of your own Pre- 
ſervation. Let me put you into a Chair, 
and get you a Surgeon. 


* Thou art a noble Lad,” cries the Colonel, 
who was now got on his Legs, and I am 
glad the Buſineſs is ſo well over. For tho” 
your Sword went quite through, it ſlanted 
lo, that I apprehend there is little Danger 
of Life. However, I think there is enough 
done to put an honourable End to the Af- 
fair, eſpecially as you was ſo- haſty to dif- 

| | | 5 arm 
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arm me. I bleed a little, but I can walk 
to the Houſe by the Water; and if you 
will ſend me a Chair thither I ſhall be obli- 


oro to you. 


As the Colonel refuſed any Aſiſtance, tn 


. deed he was very able to walk without it, 
tho? with ſomewhat leſs Dignity than uſual 
Booth ſet forward to Groveſnor-Gate, in 
order to procure the Chair, and ſoon after 
returned with one to his Friend ; whom 
having conveyed into it, he attended him- 
ſelf on Foot into Bond: ſtreet, where then 
lived the moſt eminent Surgeon in the 
Kingdom, or perhaps in the World. 


The Surgeon having probed the Wound 
turned towards Booth who was apparently 
the guilty Perſon, and ſaid with a Smile, 
* Upon my Word, Sir, you have perfor- 
med the Buſineſs with great Dexterity ; 
and .if any Gentleman hath a Mind to be 
run through the Body, I think I may 
venture to recommend you of all Man- 


kind for the O Perator. 


a 


| 3 


c [ITY cries the Colonel to the Surgeon, 

I would not have you imagine I am afraid 
to die. I think I know more what be- 
* "og to the Dignity of a Man; and, | 
f. 6 „ believe, 


— * a. _— 5 IG; FI * 


h.6 AME LI A. 137 
« believe, I have ſhewn it at the Head of a 
« Line of Battle. Do not impute my Con- 
« cern to that Fear, when I aſk you whether 
there is or is not any Danger? 


Really, Colonel, anſwered the Surgeon, 
who well knew the Complexion of the 
Gentleman then under his Hands, It 
« would be a little Preſumption to ſay, that 
© a Man who hath been juſt run through 
the Body, is in no manner of Danger. 
But this, I think, I may promiſe you 
with all the Dignity of a Surgeon, that I 
yet perceive no very bad Symptoms, and 
© unleſs ſomething worſe ſhould appear, or 
© a Fever be the Conſequence, I hope you 
* may live to be again at the Head of a 
Line of Battle.“ 

I am glad to hear that is your Opinion,“ 
quoth the Colonel, for I am not deſirous 
* of dying, tho' I am not afraid of it. 
But if any thing worſe than you appre- 
* hend ſhould happen, I deſire you will be 
ia Witneſs of my Declaration, that this 
young Gentleman is entirely innocent. I 
forced him to do what he did. My dear 
* Booth, I am pleaſed Matters are as they 
* are. You are the firſt Man that ever 
gained an Advantage over me; but i 
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* was very lucky for you that you diſarmed 
© me, and I doubt not, but you have the 
* Equannanimily to think ſo. If the Buſineſs 
© therefore hath ended without doing any 
* thing to the Purpoſe, it was Fortune's 
Pleaſure, and neither of our Faults. 


Booth heartily embraced the Colonel, and 
aſſured him of the great Satisfaction he had 
received from the Surgeon's Opinion; and 
foon after the two Combatants took their 
Leave of each other. The Colonel after he 
was dreſt, went in a Chair to his Lodgings, 
and Booth walked on Foot to his; where 
he luckily arrived without meeting any of 
Mr. Murphy's Gang; a Danger which never 
once occurred to his Imagination till he was 
out of it. f - 


The Affair he had been about had indeed 
N fo entirely occupied his Mind, that it had 
_ obliterated every other Idea; among the 
reſt, it cauſed him ſo abſolutely to forget 
the Time of the Day, that tho' he had ex- 
ceeded the Time of Dining above two 
Hours, he had not the leaſt Suſpicion of 
being at home later than uſual. 


EC, 


— 


EH Ar 
Is which the Reader will find Malter worthy. 
his Conſt deration. 


4M EL1A having _— above an Hour 


for her Huſband concluded, as he was 


the moſt punctual Man alive, that he had 


met with ſome Engagement abroad, and 


ſat down to her Meal with her Children; 


which, as it was always uncomfortable in 
the Abſence of her Huſband, was very ſhort; 


bo that before his Return all the Apparatus 
of dining was entirely removed. | 


Booth ſat ſome time with his Wife, ex- 
petting every Minute when the little Maid 


would make her Appearance; at laſt Curi- 


ofity, I believe, rather than Appetite, made 
him aſk, how long it was to Dinner ? To 
Dinner! my dear, anſwered Amelia; ſure 
you have dined, I hope? Booth replied in 
the Negative; upon which his Wife ſtarted 
from her Chair, and beſtirred herſelf as nim- 
bly to provide. him a Repaſt, as the moſt 
nduſtrious Hoſteſs in the Kingdom doth, 


when ſome unexpected Gueſt of extraordi- 


nary Quality arrives at & her Houſe. 
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The Reader hath not, I think, from any 
Paſſages hitherto recorded in this Hiſtory had 
much Reaſon to accuſe Amelia of a blameable 
Curiofity ; he will not, 1 hope, conclude that 
ſhe gave an Inſtance of any ſuch Fault, 
when, upon Bootb's having ſo long over- 
ſtaid his Time, and ſo greatly miſtaken the 
Hour of the Day, and upon ſome other Cir- 
cumſtances of his Behaviour: (for he was too 
honeſt to be good at concealing any of his 
Thoughts) ſhe ſaid to him, after he had 
done eating, My Dear, I am ſure ſome- 
thing more than ordinary hath happened 
« to-day, and I beg you will tell me what 
„ 5 


- Booth anſwered, that nothing of any Con- 
ſequence had happened; that he had been 
detained by a Friend, whom he met acci- 
dentally, longer than he expected. In ſhort, 
he made many ſhuffling and evaſive An- 
ſwers, not boldly lying out, which perhaps 
would have ſuccceded, but poorly and vain- 
ly endeavouring to reconcile Falſhood with 
Truth. An Attempt which ſeldom fails to 
betray the moſt practiſed Deceiver. 


How im poſſible was it therefore for poor 


Booth to ſucceed in an Art for which * 
| „ 
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had ſo entirely diſqualified him. - His Coun- 
tenance indeed confeſſed faſter than his 
Tongue denied; and the whole of his Be- 
haviour gave Amelia an Alarm, and made 
her ſuſpect ſomething, very bad had hap- 
pened 3 and as her Thoughts turned preſent- 
ly on the Badneſs of their Circumſtances, 
ſhe feared ſome Miſchief from his Creditors 
had befallen him : for ſhe was too ignorant 


of ſuch Matters to know, that if he had 


fallen into the Hands of the Philiſt:nes, 
(which is the Name given by the Pious to 
Bailiffs) he would hardly have been able ſo 
ſoon to recover his Liberty. Booth at laſt 


perceived her to be ſo uneaſy, that as he 


ſaw no Hopes of contriving any Fiction to 
ſatisfy her, he thought himſelf obliged; to 
tell her the Truth, or at leaſt Part of the 
Truth, and confeſſed that he had had a lit- 
tle Skirmiſh with Colonel Bath, in which 
he ſaid the Colonel had received a flight 


Wound, not at all dangerous; and this, ſays 
he, is all the whole Matter. If it be fo,” 


cries Amelia, I thank Heaven no worſe 
* hath happened ; but why, my dear, will 


* you ever converſe with that Madman, who 
* can embrace a Friend one Moment, and 
fight with him the next? Nay, my dear, 


anſwered Booth, you yourſelf muſt confeſs, 
though he be a little too much on the Qu 
. | — __ 
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vive, he is a Man of great Honour and 
. © Good-nature.* Tell me not,” replied 
ſhe, of ſuch Good-nature and Honour 
das would ſacrifice a Friend and a whole 
Family to a ridiculous Whim. O Hea- 
ven, cried ſhe, falling upon her Knees, 
from what Miſery have I eſcaped, from 
© what have theſe poor Babes eſcaped thro! 
your gracious Providence this Day! — 
Then turning to her Huſband—ſhe cry'd—= 
© But are you ſure the Monſter's Wound 
* is no more dangerous than you fay? A 
© Monſter ſurely I may call him, who can 
.<* quarrel with a Man that could not, that 
* I am convinced would not offend him.“ 


Upon this Queſtion Booth repeated the 
Aſſurances which the Surgeon had given 
them, perhaps with a little Enlargement, 
which pretty well ſatisfied Amelia; and in- 
| ſtead of blaming her Huſband for what he 
had done, ſhe tenderly embraced him, and 
again returned Thanks to Heaven for his 
Safety. | 


In the Evening Booth inſiſted on paying 
a ſhort Viſit to the Colonel, highly againſt 
the Inclination of Amelia, who by many 
Arguments and Entreaties endeavoured to 
diſſuade her Huſband from — 
| * . 


* 


r. ANELIA. 


Acquantaince; in which ſhe ſaid ſhe ſhould 
always foreſee much Danger for the future. 


However, ſhe was at laſt prevailed upon te 
acquieſcez and Boazh went to the Colonel, 


whoſe Lodgings happened to be in the 


Verge as well as his Own. 


He found the Colonel in his Night-gown 
and his great Chair, engaged with another 
Officer at a Game at Cheſs. He roſe im- 


mediately, and having heartily embraced 
Booth, preſented him to his Friend, ſaying 
he had the Honour to introduce to him as 


brave and as fortitudinous a Man as any in the 
King's Dominions. — He then took Booth 
with him into the next Room, and deſired 


him not to mention a Word of what had 


happened in the Morning, ſaying, I am 
very well ſatisfied that no more hath hap- 
* pened z however, as it ended in nothing, 
I could wiſh it might remain a Secret.“ 


Booth told him he was heartily glad to find 
him ſo well, and promiſed never to mention 


it more to any one. 


The Game at Cheſs being but juſt begun, 
and neither of the Parties having gained 
any conſiderable Advantage, they neither 
of them inſiſted on continuing it ; and 1 

| * the 


. 
{Bs 


144 A ME LI A. Bock v. 


the Colonel's Antagoniſt took his leave, and 
left the Colonel and Booth together. 


As ſoon as they were alone, the latter 
earneſtly entreated the former to acquaint 


him with the real Cauſe of his Anger; for 


* may I periſh,” cries Booth, * if 1 can even 
* gueſs what I have ever done to offend 
© either you, or your Brother Col. James. 


© © Look?ee, Child,* cries the Colonel, I 


c tell you 1 am for my own Part ſatisfied: | 


for Lam convinced that a Man who will 
fight can never be a Raſcal; and there- 
fore why ſhould you enquire any more of 
me at preſent? When [ ſee my Brother 
James, I hope to reconcile all Matters, 
and perhaps no more Swords need be 
drawn on this Occaſion.“ But Booth till 

perſiſting in his Deſire, the Colonel after ſome 
HFeſitation, with a tremendous Oath, cry'd 

out, I do not think myſelf at liberty to 

' © refuſe you after the Indignity I offered 
« you; fo ſince you demand it of me, | 
© will inform you. My Brother told me you 
had uſed him diſhonourably, and had give 
- © licated his Character behind his Back. He 
gave me his Word too that he was well al- 
8 Fired of what he ſaid. What could I have 
done, though I own to you I did we be- 
156 | © lieve 
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lieve him, and your Behaviour fince hath 


with him, or elſe I was obliged to behave 
as I did, and fight with you. And now, 


your own Fault.” 


| alk! Colonel; > anſwered Booth, * he: a 


* ſides the Obligations! have to the Colonel, 


I have really ſo much J. ove for him, that 
I think of nothing leſs than Reſentment. 


All I wiſh is to have this Affair brought 


to an Eclairciſſement, and to fatisfy him 


that he is in an Error: for though his Aſ- 
* fertions are cruelly injurious, and I have 


© never deſerved them; yet I am convinced 
5 he would not ſay what he did not himfelf 
think. Some Raſcal envious of his Friend- 
* ſhip for me hath belyed me to him; and 
the only Reſentment I deſire is to convince 


him of his Miſtake,” n 
At theſe Words the Colonel grinned bor- 

ribly a ghaſtly Smile, or rather Sneer, and 

anſwered, * Young Gentleman, you 


do as you pleaſe ; but by the eternal Dig- 


' nity of Man, if any Man breathing had 
Vol. II. H LS. taken- 


convinced me I was in the right, I muſt. 
either have given him the Lye, and fought 


my Lak leave it to you to do as you 
« pleaſe 3 but if you are laid under any Ne- 
© ceflity to do yourſelf turther Juſtice, it is 
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© taken a Liberty with my Character, — 
© here, here—Mr. Booth ( ſhewing his Fingers) 
here d- me ſhould be his Noſtrils, he 
< ſhould breathe through my Hands, and 


£ breathe his laſt—d—n me.” 


Booth anſwered, * I think Colonel I may 
© appeal to your Teſtimony that I dare do | 
* myſelf Juſtice ; ſince he who dare draw 


his Sword againſt you, can hardly be ſup- 


r * poſed to fear any other Perſon ; but I re- 

£ peat to you again that J love Col. James 
* ſo well, and am fo greatly obliged to him, 
© that it would be almoſt indifferent to me, 
< whether I directed my Sword againſt by 
< Breaſt, or my own. 


The Colonel's Muſcles were con fiderably 


ſoftened by Bootb's laſt Speech; but he 


again contracted them into a 2 Degree of 
Fierce 7 5 before he cryed out * Boy, 
thou haſt Reaſon enough to be vain ; for 
thou art the firſt Perſon that ever could 
proudly ſay he gained an Advantage over 
me in Combat. I believe indeed, thou 
art not afraid of any Man breathing, and 
as I know thou haſt ſome Obligations to 
my Brother, I do not diſcommend thee ; 
for nothing more becomes the Dignity of 
a Man than Gratitude. Beſides, as I am 


s ſatisfied 


« 
$ 

1 * 
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« ſatisfied my Brother can produce the Au- 
« thor of the Slander—1I ſay, I am ſatisfied 


« of that, d—n me, if any Man alive 


« dares aſſert the contrary ; for that would 
be to make my Brother himſelf a Liar, 
I will make him produce his Author; and 
then, my dear Boy, your doing yourſelf 
proper Juſtice there, will bring you finely 
© out of the whole Affair. As ſoon as my 
« Surgeon gives me Leave to go abroad, 
which, I hope, will be in a few Days, I 
vill bring my Brother James to a Tavern, 


where you ſhall meet us; and I will en- 


gage my Honour, my, whole Dignity to 
you, to make you Friends.” | 


This Aſſurance of the Colonel gave Booth 


great Pleaſure ; for few Perſons ever loved 
a a Friend better than he did James; and as 


for doing military Juſtice on the Author of 
that ſcandalous Report which had incenſed 
his Friend againſt him, not Bath himſelf 
was ever more ready on ſuch an Occaſion 
than Booth to execute it. He ſoon after 
took his Leave, and returned home in high 
Spirits to his Amelia, whom he found in 
Mrs. Elliſon's Apartment, engaged in a 
Party at Ombre with that Lady, and her 
right honourable Couſin, 
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His Lordſhip had, it ſeems, had a ſecond 
Interview with the great Man, and having 
obtained further Hopes (for I think there 
was not yet an abſolute Promiſe) of Succeſs 
in Mr. Booth's Affairs, his uſual good Na- 
ture brought him immediately to acquaint 
Mr. Booth with it. As he did not therefore 
find him at home, and as he met with the 
two Ladies together, he reſolved to ſtay till 
his Friend's Return, which he was aſſured 
would not be long, eſpecially as he was ſo 
lucky, he ſaid, to have no particular Engage- 
ment that whole Evening. | 


Wie remarked before, that his Lordſhip, 
at the firſt Interview with Amelia, had di- 
ſtinguiſned her by a more particular Ad- 

dreſs from the other Ladies ; but that now 

appeared to be rather owing to his perfect 
good Breeding, as ſhe was, then to be con- 
fidered as the Miſtreſs of the Houſe, than 
 trom any other Preference. His preſent 

Behaviour made this ſtil} more manifeſt; 

for as he was now in Mrs. Euliſon's Apart. 
ment, tho* ſhe was his Relation and old 

Acquaintance, he applied his Converſation 

rather more to her than to Amelia. His 

Eyes indeed were now and then guilty of 
the contrary Diſtinction, bud this 8 5 

| tealth; 


hs) — onde was of HS a. ES. . 


himſelf could defire, and that he doubted 
par, 
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Stealth; for they conſtantly withdrew the 
Moment they were diſcovered. In ſhort, 
he treated Amelia with the greateſt Diſtance, 
and at the ſame time with the moſt profound 
and awful Reſpect; his Converſation was 
ſo general, ſo lively, and ſo obliging, that 
Amelia, when ſhe added to his Agreeableneſs 
the Obligations ſhe had to him for his 
Friendſhip to Boeth, was certainly as much 
pleaſed with his Lordſhip, as any virtuous 
Woman can poſſibly be with any Man, 
belides her own Huſband. 


C. H AP. VIII. 

Containing various Matters. 

E have already mentioned the good 

VV Humour in which Booth returned 
home; and the Reader will eaſily believe it 
was not a little encreaſed by the good Hu- 
mour in which he found his Company. My 
Lord received him with the utmoſt Marks 
of Friendſhip and Affection, and told him 
that his Affairs went on as well almoſt as he 


not very ſoon to wiſh him Joy of a Com- 


W 


250. AM E L 1 A. Book V. 
When Booth had made a proper Return 
to all his Lordſhip's unparallelled Goodneſs, 
he whiſpered Amelia that the Colonel was 

entirely out of Danger, and almoſt as well 
as himſelf. This made her Satisfaction 
complete, threw her into ſuch Spirits, 
and gave ſuch a Luſtre to her Eyes, that 
her Face, as Horace fays, was too dazzling 
to be looked at; it was certainly too hand: 
ſome to. be looked at without the higheſt 
Admiration. . 


His Lordſhip departed about 10 of Clock, 
and left the Company in Raptures with him, | 
eſpecially the two Ladies, of whom it is 
difficult to ſay which exceeded the other in 
his Commendations. Mrs. Elliſon ſwore ſhe 
believed he was the beſt of all Humankind; 
and Amelia, without making any Exception, 
declared he was the fineſt Gentleman, and 
moſt agreeable Man ſhe had ever ſeen. in 
her Life; addin 8, it was great pity he ſhould 


remain ſingle. That's true indeed,“ crits 


Mrs. Elliſon, * and I have often lame: nted 


it, nay J am aſtoniſhed at it, conſidering 
the great Liking he always ſhews for our 
Sex, and he may certainly have the Choice 
of all. The real Reaſon, I believe, is 
* his Fondneſs for his Siſter's Children. [ 
a declare, 
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« declare, Madam, if you was to fee his 


+ Behaviour to them, you would think they 
« were his own. Indeed he is vaſtly fond 
« of all manner of Children. * © Good 


Creature,“ cries Amelia, if ever he doth 


© me the Honour of another Vifit, I am 


« reſolved I will ſhew him my little Things. 0 


« ] think, Mrs. Elliſon, as you ſay my Lord 
loves Children, I may ſay without Vanity, 
© he will not ſee many ſuch.” © No indeed, 
vill he not,“ anſwered Mrs. Elliſon, and 
* now I think on't, Madam, JI wonder at 
my own Stupidity in never making the 
Offer before; but ſince you put it into 
© my Head, if you will give me Leave, 
« Pll rake Maſter and Mifs to wait on on 
Lord's Nephew and Niece. They a 

very pretty behaved Children; and little 
« Maſter and Miſs will be, I dare ſwear, 


very b in their Acquaintance; be- 


© ſides, my Lord himſelf ſhould ſee 
them, I Ane what will happen; for he 
eis the moſt generous of all human Be- 
: ings. 


Amelia very adity accepted the Favour 
which Mrs. Elliſon offered her; but Booth 
expreſt ſome Reluctance. Upon my word, 
* my Dear,* ſaid he, with a Smile, this. 
© Behaviour of ours puts me in mind of the 

| H 4 © common 


common Conduct of Beggars; who, 
whenever they receive a Favour, are ſure 
to ſend other Objects to the ſame Foun. 
tain of Charity. Don't we, my Dear, 
: repay our Obligations to my Lord in the 
ſame manner, by ſending our Children a 
begging to him ?' > LL 


8 
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0 © beaftly!* cries Mrs. Elliſon; © how 
could fuch a Thought enter your Brains! 
I proteſt, Madam, I begin to grow a. 
ſhamed of this Huſband of yours. How 
can you have ſo vulgar a way of think- 
ing. Begging indeed! the poor little dear 
Things a begging— If my Lord was ca- 
pable of ſuch a Thought, tho? he was my 
own Brother inſtead of my Couſin, I ſhould 
ſcorn him too much ever to enter his 
Doors.“ O dear Madam,” anſwered 
Amelia, you take Mr. Booth too ſeriouſly, 

when he was only in jeſt ; and the Chil- 
« dren ſhall wait upon you whenever you 
« pleaſe.” 


Tbo' Booth had been a little more in 
earneſt than Amelia had repreſented him, 
and was not perhaps quite ſo much in the 
wrong as he was conſidered by Mrs. Elli- 
ſen; yet ſeeing there were two to one againſt 
him, he wiſcly thought proper to recede, 
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and let his Simile go off with that Air of e & 
Jett, which his Wife had g it. 


Mrs. Een however could not let it paſs 
without paying ſome Compliments to Ame- 
lia's Underftanding, nor without ſome ob- 
ſcure Reflexions upon Bootb, with whom 
ſhe was more offended than the Matter re- 
quired, She was indeed a Woman of moſt 
profuſe Generoſity, and could, not bear a 
Thought which ſhe deemed vulgar or fheake- 
ing. She after wards launced forth the moſt 
profuſe Encomiums of his Lordſhip's Li- 

berality, and concluded the Evening with 
ſome Inſtances which he had given of that 
Virtue, which if not the nobleſt, is perhaps 
one of the moſt uſeful to Society, with 
which great and rich Men can be endowed. 

The next Morning eatly Serjeant Atkinſon 
came to wait on Lieutenant Booth, and defired 

to ſpeak with his Honour in private. Upon 
which, the Lieutenant and Serjeant took a 
Walk together in the Park. Booth expect- 
ed every Minute when the Serjeant would 
open his Mouth, under which Expectation 
he continued till he came to the End of the 
Mall, and ſo he might have continued till 
he came to the End of the World: For 
on ſeveral Words ſtood at the End of the 

5 5 Serjeant's 
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Serjeant's Lips, there they were likely to 
remain for ever. He was indeed in the 
Condition of a Miſer, whom a charicable 
Impulfe hath impelled to draw a few Pence 
to the Edge of his Pocket, where they are 
altogether as ſecure, as if they were in the 
Bottom: For, as the one. hath not the 


Heart to part with a Farthing ; ſo neither 
had the other the Heart to ſpeak a Word. 


Beeth at length wondering that the Ser- 
jeant did not ſpeak, aſked him what his 
Buſineſs was, when the latter with a. ſtam- 
- mering Voice began the following Apology. 
I hope, Sir, your Honour will not be 
angry, nor take any thing amiſs of me. 
I do aſſure you, it was not of my Scck- 
ing, nay, I dare not proceed in the Mat- 
ter without firſt aſking your Leave. In- 
deed, if 1 had taken any Liberties from 
the Goodneſs you have been pleaſed to 
ſhew me, I ſhould look upon myſelf as. 
one of the moſt worthleſs and deſpicable 
of Wretches ; but nothing is farther from 
my Thoughts. I know the Diſtance which 
is between us; and becauſe your Honour 
hath been ſo kind and good as to treat me 
with more Familiarity than any other Of- 
ficer ever did, if I kad been baſe enough 
to take any Freedoms, or to encroach 
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* upon your Honour's Goodneſs, I ſhould 
* deſerve to be whipt through the Regi- 
ment. I hope therefore, Sir, you will 


* not ſuſpect me of any ſach Atte mpt.” 2 N Be 


« What can all this mean, Atkinſon,” cries 
Booth, * what mighty Matter would you 
* introduce with all this previous Apology? 


I am almoſt aſhamed and afraid to 
mention it,* anſwered the Serjeant, and 
yet Jam ſure, your Honour will believe 
what I have ſaid, and not think any thing 
owing to my own Preſumption; and at 
the ſame time I have no Reaſon to think 
you would do any thing to ſpoil my For- 
tune in an honeſt Way, when it is dropt 
into my Lap without my own ſeeking. 
4 
* 
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For may I periſh if it is not all the Lady's 
own Goodneſs, and I hope in Heaven 
* with your Honour's Leave, I ſhall live 
© to make her amends for it. In a Word, 
that we may not detain the Reader's Curio- 
ſity quite ſo long as he did Booth's, he ac- 
quainted that Gentleman that he had an 
Offer of Marriage from a Lady of his Ac- 
quaintance, to whoſe Company he had in- 
troduced him, and deſired his Permiſſion 
to accept of it. Kn 
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Booth 


bags a ; waa 8 very dull indeed: 
if after what the Serjeant had faid, and after 
what he had . Mrs. Elliſon ſay, he 
had wanted any Information concerning the | 
Lady. He anſwered him briſkly and chear- 
fully, that he had his free Conſent to marry 
any Woman whatever: ; and the greater 


d and richer ſhe is, added he, the more 


* I ſhall be pleaſed with the Match. [ 
don't enquire who the Lady is,“ ſaid he, 
< ſmiling, but 1 hope ſhe will make as 


good a Wife, as I am convinced her 
« and will deſerve.” 


5 [Your Honour hath been always to0 

* good to me, “' cries Atkinſon, but this I 
c promiſe you, I will do all in my Power 
© to merit the Kindneſs ſhe is pleaſed to 
ſhew me. I will be bold to ſay ſhe wil 
L. z an honeſt Man, tho' he is but a 

© poor one; and ſhe ſhall never want any 
thing which I can give her or do for her, 
< while my N ame 1s Joſeph Atkinſon.” 


And ſo her Name i is a Secret, Joe; is 


14 * ir? cries Booth,” 


= Why, Sir,? anſwered Serjeant, [ 
By * your Honour will not inſiſt upon 
KK knowing 
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knowing that, as I think 1 it would be dif. 
0 honourable 1 in me to mention it. 


5 Not at all, . plies Booth, * 15 am the 
« fartheſt in ahe World from any ſuch De- 
« fire. I know thee better than to imagine 
thou wouldſt diſcloſe the Name of a fair 
Lady.“ Booth then ſhook Atkinſon hearti- 
ly by the Hand, and affured him earneſtly 


which the good Serjeant failed not of mak- 
ing all proper Acknowledgments. After 


which they parted, and Byoth returned home. 


As Mrs. Elliſon opened the Door, Booth 
haſtily ruſhed by; for he had the utmoſt 


Difficulty to prevent laughing in her Face. 
He ran directly up Stairs, and throwing 


himſelf into a Chair diſcharged ſuch a Fit 


of Laughter as greatly ſurprized, and at 
firſt almoſt frightned his Wite. 


Autlia, it will be ſuppoſed, preſently en- 
quired into the Cauſe 2 this Phznomenon, 
with which Booth, as ſoon as he was able 
(for that was not within a few Minutes) ac- 
quainted her. The News did not affect 
her in the ſame Manner it had affected her 
Huſband, On the contrary, ſhe cried, * I 

: proteſt I cannot gueſs what makes you ſee 

9 it 


ef the Joy he had in his good Fortune; for 
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© it in fo ridiculous a Light. I really think 
Mrs. Elliſon hath choſen very well. Iam 
© convinced Foe will make her one of the 
* beſt of Huſbands; and in my Opinion, 


© that is the greateſt Bleſſing a weer can 
be poſſeſſed ol. 


However, when Mrs. Elliſon came into 


her Room a little while afterwards to fetch 
the Children, Amelia became of a more ri- 


fible Diſpoſition, eſpecially when the for- 


mer mes to Boo/b who was then preſent, 
ſaid, So, Captain, my jautee Serjeant 
« was very early here this Morning. 1 
ſcolded my Maid heartily for letting him 
wait fo long in the Entry like a Lacguais, 
when ſhe might have ſhewn him'into my 
inner Apartment.“ At which Words Boot- 
burſt out into a very loud Laugh; and Ame- 
ka herſelf could no more prevent ging 
than ſhe could wanne | 


8 


: Heyday 1 cries Mrs. Ellifon, « what 
A © have I faid to cauſe all this Mirth ?? and 
at the fame Time bluſhed, and looked very 


filly, as is always the Caſe with Perſons 
who ſuſpect themſelves to be the Objects of 
Laughter, without abſolutely taking: what 
it is which makes them ridiculous. 


Booth 
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Booth (till continued laughing; but Amelia 
compoſing her Muſcles faid, I aſk your 
pardon, dear Mrs. Elliſon; but Mr. Booth 
© hath been in a ſtrange gigling Humour all 
« this Morning; and 1 wall tante it is in- 
© feftious.” 


6 I aſk your Pardon too, Madam,” cries 
Booth, N one is ſometimes unaccount- 
« ably fooliſh. - . 


« Nay, but ſcriouſly,” ſaid ſhe,” © what is 


© the Matter? Something I ſaid about the 


« Serjeant, I believe; but you may laugh 


as much as you pleaſe, I am not aſhamed. 
of owning, I think him one of the prettieſt 


Fellows I ever ſaw in my Life; and, I 
own, I ſcolded my Maid at ſuffering him 
© to: wait in my Entry; and where is the 
mighty ridiculous Matter, pray ?* 


$ None at all,” anſwered Boo!b, and, | 


hope, the next Time he will be uſhered | 


into your inner Apartment.” 


Why ſhould he not, Sit, replied ſhe 2 


© For * he is uſhered, 1 am con- 


© vinced he will behave biclelf as a Gentle- 
Here | 


* man ſhould.” 
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Here Amelia put an end to the Diſcourſe, 
or it might have proceeded to very great 
Lengths : for Booth was of a waggiſfi In- 


clination'z and Mrs, Elliſan was not a Lady | 


of the niceſt Delicacy. 


The heroic Behaviour of Col. Bath, 


50 OTH went this Morning to pay a 

ſecond Viſit to the Colonel, where he 
found Col. James. Both the Colonel and the 
Lieutenant appeared a little ſhocked at their 
firſt Meeting; but Matters were ſoon clear- 
ed up; for the former preſently advanced to 
the latter, ſhook him heartily by the Hand, 
and faid — Mr. Booth, I am aſhamed to 


* fee you; for I have injured you, and I | 


© heartily afk your Pardon. I am now per- 


fectly convinced, that what I hinted to 


my Brother, and which I find had like to 

© have produced ſuch fatal Confequences, 
© was entirely groundlefs.” If you will be 
© contented with my aſking your Pardon, 


© and ſpare me the difagreeable Remem- | 


b © brance of what led me into my Error, l 
| © fhalteftcem it as the higheſt Obligation.” 


ba 
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Booth anſwered, * As to what regards 
« yourſelf, my dear Colonel, I am abun- 
« dantly ſatisfied ; but, as I am convinced, 
« ſome Raſcal hath been my Enemy with 
« you in the cruelleſt Tas I hope, you 
will not deny me the Opportunity of 
K 1 him through the World.“ 


By all the Dignity of Man, ' cries Co- 
lone] Bath, the Boy ſpeaks with —_ 


a and his Requeſt 1 is nn. F 


Colonel James heſitated a Moment, and 
then whiſpered Booth that he would give 
him all the Satisfaction imaginable concern- 
ing the whole Aﬀair, when they were 
done together; upon which Booth addrefl- 
ing himſelf to Colonel Bath, the Diſcourſe 
turned on other Matters, during the Re- 
mainder of the Viſit, which was but ſhort, 
and then both went away together, leaving 
Colonel Bath as well as it was poſſible to 
expect, more to the Satisfaction of Booth 
than of Col. James, who would not have 


been diſpleaſed if his Wound had been more 


. : for he was grown ſomewhat 
weary of a Diſpoſition that he rather called 
aptious than heroic, and which, as he every 
Day more and more hated his Wife, he ap» 
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prehended might ſome time or other give 
kim ſome Trouble: For Bath was the moſt 
affectionate of Brothers, and had often ſwore 
in the Preſence of James, that he would ear 
any Man alive who ſhould ule his Siſter iH. 


Col. Bath was well ſatisfied that his Bro: 


ther and the Lieutenant were gone out witlr | 


a Defign of Tilting, from which he offered 


- not a Syllable to n them, as he was 
convinced it was right, and that Booth could 


in Honour take, nor the Colonel give any 


leſs Satisfaction. When they had been 


gone therefore about half an Hour, he rang 
his Bell, to enquire if there was any Neus 
of his Brother a Queſtion which he repeat- 


ed every ten Minutes, for the Space of two 
Hours, when having heard nothing of him, 


he began to conclude that both were killed 


en the Spot. 


While he was in this State of 5 
his Siſter came to ſce him; for notwithſtand- 
ing his Deſire of keeping it a Secret, the 
Duel had blazed all over the Town. After 
receiving ſome kind Congratulations on his 
Safety, and ſome unkind Hints concerning 
the Warmth of his Temper, the Colonel 


aſked her when ſhe had ſeen her Huſband; 


he anſwered not that Morning. He then 


com- 
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communicated to her his Suſpicion, told 


her he was convinced his Brother had drawn 
his Sword that Day, and that as neither of 


them had heard any thing from him, he 


began to apprehend . the worſt. that could 


happen. 
Neither Miſs Bellamy, nor Mrs: Cither, 


were ever in a greater Conſternation on the 


Stage, than now appeared in the Counte- 


nance of Mrs. James. Good Heavens! 


Brother,“ cries ſne, what do you tell 


« me! you have frightened me to Death. 


* — Let your Man get me a Glaſs of 
Water immediately, if you have not a 
« Mind to fee me die before your Face. 


When, where, how was this 'Quarrel, 
why did you not prevent it, if you knew 
© of it? Is it not enough to be every Day 
{ tormenting me with hazarding your own 
Life, but muſt you bring the Life of 
gone who you Thos muſt be and ought to 


i be fo much the deareſt of all to me, into 
Danger? Take, your Sword, Brother, 
take your Sword, and plunge it into my 
Boſom; it would be kinder of you than 


i to fill it with ſuch: Dreads and Terrours.“ 


—Here ſhe ſwallowed the Glaſs of Water; 
and then threw herſclf back in her Chair, | 


Gif the had intended to faint away. 


"THO 
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Perhaps if ſhe had ſo, the Colonel would 
have lent her no Aſſiſtance; for ſhe had 
hurt him more than by ten thouſand Stabs. 
He fat erect in his Chair, with his Eye. 
brows knit, his Forehead wrinkled, his Eyes 
flaſhing Fire, his Teeth grating againſt each 
other, and breathing Horrour all around 
him. In this Poſture he ſat for ſome time 
filent, caſting diſdainſul Looks at his Siſter, 
At laſt, his Voice found its Way through 
a Paſſign which had almoſt choaked him, 
and he cried out. Siſter, what have 1 
done to deſerve the Opinion you expreſs 
of me? Which of my Actions hath made 
* you conclude that I am a Raſcal and 
*'a Coward? Look at that poor Sword, 
which never Woman yet ſaw but in its | 
s- Sheath, what hath that done to merit 
< your Deſire that it ſhould be contami- 
© nated with the Blood of a Woman?” 


Alas! Brother,” cried ſhe, © I know 
not what you ſay, you are deſirous, I 
believe, to terrify me out of the little 
« Senſes I have left. What can I have ſaid 
in the Agonies of Grief, into which you 
« threw me, to deſerve this Paſſion ?*” * | 
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© What have yeu ſaid,” anſwered the 


Colonel," < you have ſaid that Which if a 
© had but hinted that he durſt even think, 


« ] would have made him eat my Sword, 


« by all the Dignity of Man, I would have 
© crumbled his Soul into Powder.— But, I 
conſider that the Words were fpoken by 
da Woman, and I am calm again. Con- 


* ſider, my Dear, that you are my Siſter, 
© and behave yourſelf with more Spirit. 1 


have only mentioned to you my Surmiſe. 
It may not have happened as I faſpe& z 


but let what will have happened, you will 


+ * 


have the Comfort that your Huſband 


« hath behaved himfelf with becoming Dig- 


© nity, and lies in the Bed of Honour.“ 


* 


„Tah agg 50 mne of: ith Cote 


replied the Lady, it is a Loſs J cannot 
fur vive; but why do I fit here lamenting 
myſelf, I will go this Inſtant and know 
* the worſt of my Fate, if my trembling 
© Limbs will carry me to my Coach — 


* Good morrow, dear Brother, whatever 


« becomes of me, I am glad to find you 


* out of Danger.“ The Colonel paid her 


bis proper Compliments, and the then left 


the Room, but Feturned inſtantly back; 


1 
1 
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faving, * Brother, I muſt beg ie Favour 
<, of z you. to. let your Footman ep to my 
0 Mantua- maker, Jam ſure it is a Miracle 
in my preſent diſtracted Condition, how 
it came into my Head.“ The Footman 


was preſently ſummoned, and Mrs. James 
delivered him his Meſſage, which was to 


countermand the Ord which ſhe had 


given that very Morning, to make her up 
a new Suit of Brocade. Heaven knows, 


ſays ſne, now when I can wear Brocade, 


or whether ever ] ſhall wear it.“ And 


now having repeated her Meſſage with 
great Exactneſs, leſt there ſhould be any 


Miſtake, ſne again lamented her wretched 1 


Situatipn, and then departed, leaving the 
Colonel in full Expectation of hearing ſpee- 
dy News of the fatal Iſſue of the Battle, 


But tho' the Reader ſhould entertain the 
_ fame Curioſity, we muſt be excuſed from 
ſatisfying it, till we have firſt accounted for 
an Incident which we have related in this 
very Chapter, and which we think deſerves 
ſeme Solution. The Critic, I am convinced, 
already is apprized that I mean the friendly 
Behaviour of James to Booth, which from 
what we -had before; weben e lo 
Male. to be aca 4185 
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It. muſt be ne that the 1 
which the former of theſe Gentlemen had 
conceived againſt the latter, aroſe entirely 
from the falſe Account given by Miſs Ma- 
thews of Booth, whom that Lady had ac- 
cuſed to Colonel James of having as baſely 
as wickedly traduced his Character. 


Now, of all the Miniſters of nene 
there are none with whom the Devil deals 
jo treacherouſly, as with thole whom he 
employs in executing the miſchievous Pur- 
poles of an angry Miſtreſs ; for no ſooner 
Revenge executed on an offending Lover, 
than it is ſure to be repented, and all the 
Anger which before raged againſt the be- 
loved Obje&, returns with double x ury on 
tne Head of his Aſſaſſin. 


Miſs Matheres therefore no ſooner heard 
that Booth was killed, (for ſo was the Re- 
port at firſt, and by a Colonel of the Army) 
than ſhe immediately concluded it to be 
James. She was extremely ſhock'd with 
the News, and her Heart inſtantly began ta 
relent. All the Reaſons on which ſhe had 
founded her Love, recurred in the ſtrongeſt. 
ad livelieſt Colours to her Mind, and all 
the Cauſes of her Hatred ſunk down and 
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diſappeared; or if the leaſt Remembrance 
of any ching which had diſobliged her re- 


mained, her Heart became his zealous Ad- 
vocate, and ſoon ſatisfied her that her own | 
Fates were more to be blamed than he, and 
that without being a Villain, he could have 
acted no otherwiſe than he had done. 


In this Temper of Mind, ſhe looked on 
herſelf as the Murderer of an innocent Man, 
and what to her was much worfe, of the Man 

the had loved, and ſtill did love with all the 
Violence imaginable. She looked on James 
as the Tool with which ſhe had done this 
Murder ; and as it is uſual for People who 
have raſhly or madvertently made any ani- 
mate or inanimate thing the Inſtrument of 
Miſchief, to hate the innocent Means by 
which the Miſchief. was effected: (for this is 
a ſubtle Method which the Mind invents to 
excuſe ourſelves, the laſt Objects on whom 
we would willingly wreak our Vengeance ;) 
ſo Miſs Mathews now hated and curſed 
James as the efficient Cauſe of that Act 
Which ſhe herſelf had contrived, and la- 
boured to carry into . 


She ſat down therefore in a furious Agi- 
tation, little ſnort of Madneſs, 80 wrote 
the +7 re Letter. | f 7 


a=? 8 
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« 8 hope this will find you in the Hands 
« of Juſtice, for the Murder of one of the 


© beſt Friends that ever Man was bleſt with. » 


In one ſenſe indeed, he may ſeem to have 


« deſerved his Fate, by chuſing a Fool for 


a Friend; for who but a Fool would 


have believed what the Anger and Rage 
« of an injured Woman ſuggeſted ;. a Story 
* ſo. improbable, that I could ſcarce _—_ 
« thought in earneſt when I mentioned it. 


« Know then, cruel Wretch, that pcor 
* Broth loved you of all Men breathing, 


and was, I believe, in your Commenda- 


* tion, guilty of as much Falſehood, as * 
* was in what I told you concerning bin. 


111 this Knowledge makes you Wie 
it is ne more than you have made 


6 The unhappy 
wo. F. Marngus- 1h 


This Letter was communicated to the 
Author of this Hiſtory by Mr. Booth him 
ſelt, who received it from the Hands of 
Colonel James; as to the other Anecdotes 
lating to this Lady, he had them from 
Miſs Mathews's Mail. Servant, who was in 
Vol. Il, ] 
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all the Secrets of her Miſtreſs; and aſter 
the quitted her Service, came to live with 
a young Lady, who was an intimate Ac. | 
9 of the Author. 


Many other Materials of a private Na- 
ture were communicated by one of the 
Clerks of the Univerſal Regiſter Office; 
who, by having a general Acquaintance with 
: Servants, is Maſter of all the Secrets of 
every Family in the Kingdom. 


CHAP. X. 
Being the loft Chapter of the Fifth Book. 


PE ſhall now return- to Colonel 

and Mr. Booth, who walked — 
ther from Colonel Bath's Lodging with 
much more peaceable Intention than that 
Gentleman had conjectured, who dreamt of 
nothing but Swords and Guns, and 1 mple- 
ments of Wars. 


The Birdcage-Walk i in the Park was the 
Scene appointed by James for unburthening 
* o—_ Thither they came, and there 

cquainted Booth with all that which 
knows already, and gave him 


the 


CD — OD WS n 
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the Letter which we have inſerted at the 
End of the laſt Chapper. * BY 


Booth expreſt great Aſtoniſh ment at this 


took him up, ſaying, 


upon which Fame 
he ought not to ſpeak with ſuch Abhorrence 


of Faults, which Love for him Had oeca 


ſioned. 


Can you mention Love, my dear Co- 


I lonel, cried Booth, and ſuch a Woman 


© in the ſame Breath?" 


© Yes faith! can 1 ſays James; for 


© the Devil take me, if I know a more 


© lovely Woman in the World.“ Here he 


began to deſcribe her whole Perſon ; but as 
we cannot inſert all the Deſcription, ſo we 
ſhall omit it all; and concluded with ſaying, 
* curſe me, if I don't think her the fineft 


Creature in the Univerſe. I would give 
© half my Eſtate, ' Booth, ſne loved me as 
well as ſhe doth you. Tho', on feeontl 


* Conſideration, I believe I ſhould repent 
* that Bargain z for then, very 9 4 
$ ſhould not care a Farthing for her.? 


I 2 « Yau 


Relation, not without venting ſome Deteſta- 
tion of the Wickedneſs of Miſs Mathews '; 


I7e 
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© You will pardon me, dear Colonel, 
anſwered Booth; but to me there appears 


* ſomewhat very ſingular in your way of 


thinking. Beauty is indeed the Object of 
« Liking, great Qualities of Admiration, 
good ones of Eſteem ; but the Devil take 


me, if I think any thing but Love to be 
che Object of Love. 


« Is there not ſomething too ffi, „ 


plied James, in that Opinion; but with- | 


© out conſidering it in that Light, is it not 
of all things the moſt inſipid? All Oil! 


all Sugar! all Honey! Zounds! it is 
enough to cloy the ſharp-ſet Appetite of 


© a. Parſon. Acids ſurely are Me moſt 


likely to nen 


4 « I do not love reaſoning in Allegories, 
cries Bootb, but with regard to Love, I 


« declare I never found any thing cloying 


in it. I have lived almoſt alone with my 
Wife near three Years together, was never 
© tired with her Company, nor ever wiſhed 
for any other; and I am. ſure, I never | 
© taſted any of the Acid you mention to 


« quicken my Appetite,? | 


« Thi 
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bo This is all very extraordinary and ro- 
mantic to me,” anfwered the Colonel. 


If ] was to be · ſnut up three Years with 


« the fame Woman, which Heaven forbid! 
nothing, I think, could keep me alive, 
« but a Temper as violent as that of Miſs 
© Mathews. As to Love, it would make 
me fick to D-ath, in the twentieth Part 
« of that Time. If I was fo condemned, 


jet me fee, what would I wiſh the Woman 


* to be! I think no one Virtue would be 
* ſufficient. With the Spirit of a Tigreſs, 
] would have her be a Prude, 2 Scold; a 
Scholar, a Critic, a Wit, a Politician, ink 
da Jacobite; and then perhaps eternal Op- 
© poſition would keep up our Spirits; and 
« wiſhing one another daily at the Devil, 


ve ſhould make a ſhift to drag on a dam 


nable State of Life, without much 1 
© or Vapours. T 0 


And ſo you do not intend,” cries Booth, 


to break With chis Woman.“ 


4 Not more Ra 1 have already, if 1 can 
a help ns anſwered the Colonel. | 


And you will be reconciled to ber og 
ſaid . 


13 « Yes, 
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4 Yes, fork! will 1, F I can, ed 
the Colonel“ I hope you have no Ob- 
« xcction.* a 


None, my dear Friend, ſaid Booth, 
* unleſs on your Aecount.' 


I do believe you,” ſaid the Colonel, 
and yet let me tell you, you are a very 
extraordinary Man, not to deſire me to 
quit her on your own Account. Upon 
my Soul, I begin to pity the Woman, 
who hath placed her Affection perhaps 
on the only Man in England of your Age, 
who would not return it. But for my 
part, I promiſe you I like her beyond all 
other Women; and whilſt that is the Caſe, | 
my Boy, if her Mind was as full of Ini- | 
quity as Pandora's Box was of Diſeaſes, 
Pd hug her cloſe in my Arms, and only 
take as much Care as poſſible to keep the 
Lid down for fear of Miſchief. But 
come, dear Booth,” ſaid he, let us con- 
ſider your Affairs; for I am aſhamed of 
having neglected them ſo long; and the 
only Anger I have againſt this Wench 
is, that ſhe was the Occaſion of it.“ 


Booth 3 
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Booth then acquainted the Colonel with 
the Promiſes he had receiv'd from the noble 
Lord, upon which James ſhook him by 
the Hand, and heartily wiſh'd him Joy, 
crying, I do aſſure you if you have his 
* Intereſt, you will need no other; I did 
not know you was acquainted with him.“ 


To which Mr. Beoth anſwered that he 
was but a new Acquaintarice; and that he 
was recommended to him by a Lady. 


A Lady,“ cries the Colonel, — well, 
I don't aſk her Name. You are a happy 
Man, Booth, amongſt the Women; and 
] affare you, you could have no ſtronger 
& — The Peer loves the 
Lagdies, I believe, as well as ever Mark 
Antony did; and it is not his Fault, if he 
hath not ſpent as much upon them. If 
he once fixes his Eye upon a Woman, he 
0 will ſtick at nothing to get her.” 


« Ay, indeed !* cries Booth. « Is that his. 
c Character? NG 


y, faith! f anſwered this Colonel. and 
0 . ht of moſt Men beſide him. Few 
© of them, I mean, will ſtick at any thing; 


14 < beſide: 
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beſide their Money. Juſque a la Bourſe, is 
- © ſornetimes the Boundary of Love as well as 
.+ Friendſhip. And, indeed, I never knew 
any other Man part with his Money ſo. 
very freely on theſe Occafions. You ſee, 
dear Booth, the nien I have in your 
Honour.“ 


« ] hope, indeed, you have,“ cries Booth, 
but I don't ſee what Inſtance you now 
give me of that Confidence.“ | 


Have not! ſhewn you,” anſwered Jame, 
. © where you may carry your Goods to Mar- 
'* ket? I can affure you, my Friehd, that is 
© aSecret I would not impart to every Man 
in your Situation, and . een 
conſidered. z 
I Tam very 91 Sir,“ cries Broth very 
gravely, and turning as pale as Death, you 
-© ſhould entertain a Thought of this Kind. 
A Thought which hath almoſt frozen up 
my Blood. I am unwilling to believe 
there are ſuch Villains in the World; but 
there is none of them whom 1 ſhoutt 
deteſt half ſo much as myſelf, if my own | 
Mind had ever ſuggeſted to me a Hint 
++. of that Kind. I have taſted of ſome 
* Nitrate of Life, and I know not to 
J + 4 hy what 
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what greater I may be driven; but my 
Honour, I thank Heaven, is in my own 
power, and I can boldly ſay to Farting | 
© the ſhall not rob me of it. 18 


1 ries. I not cont that Confidence, 

my dear Booth 2* anſwered: the Colonel. 
And what you ſay now well juſtifies my. 
Opinion; for I do agree with you, that 
* coalidering all things, it would be the 
* higheſt Inſtance of Diſhonour.? 


© Diſhonour indeed !* returned Booth. 
What to proſtitute my Wife !— Can I 
| think there is ſuch a Wretch breathing * 


I don't know Gia? ſaid the Colonel; 
but I am ſure, it was very far from my 
Intention to inſinuate the leaſt Hint of 
* any ſuch Matter to you. Nor can I 

imagine how you yourſelf could conceive 
* ſuch a Thought. The Goods I meant, 
© were no other than the charming Perſon 
© of Miſs Mathews; for whom I am con- 

vinced my. Lord would bid a bringing 
f * Price againſt 1 me.? 


Bool b's Countenance: greatly cleared up 
at this Declaration, and he anſwered with a 


>mile, that he hoped he need not give the 
I 5 FE Colonel 
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Colonel any Aſſurances on that Head. How. 
| ever, tho he was ſatisfied with regard to the MW 
Colonel's Suſpicions; yet ſome Chimeras 
now aroſe in his Brain, which gave him no 
very agreeable Senſations. What theſe were 
the ſagacious Reader may probably ſuſpect; 
| but if he ſhould not, we may perhaps have 
Occaſion to open them in the Sequel. Here 
| 


we will pur an End to this Dialogue, and 
0 the fifth Book of this Hiſtory: 
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Panegyrics on Beauty, with other grave 


THE Colonel and Booth walked to- 
25 to the latter's Lodging; 
0 


r as it was net that Day in the 


Week in which all Parts of the Town are 


on: a Booth could not wait on the Co- 
onel, „ 


When they arrived in Spring- Garden, 
Booth to his great Surprize found no one at 
home but his Maid. In truth, Amelia had 
accompanied Mrs. Elliſon and her Children 
to his Lordſhip's; for as her little Gig 
ſhewed a great Unwillingneſs to go without 


her, 
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her, the fond Mother was eaſily perſuaded 
to make one of the Company. 


Booth had fcarce uſhered the Colonel up 
to his Apartment, when a Servant from 
Mrs. James knocked haſtily at the Door. 
The Lady not meeting with her Huſband 
at her Return home began to deſpair of 
him, and perſormed every thing which was 
decent on the Occaſion. An Apothecary 
was preſently called with Hartſhorn and Sal 
Volatile, a Doctor was ſent for, and Meſ- 
fengers were diſpatched every way, amongſt 
the reſt one was ſent to enquire at the Lodg- 
mgs of his ſuppoſed Antagoniſt. 


- The Servant hearing that his Maſter was 
alive and well above Stairs, ran up eagerly 
to acquaint him with the dreadful Situation 
in which he left his miſerable Lady at home, 
and likewife with the Occaſion of all her 
Diſtreſs, ſaying that his Lady had been at 
her Brother's, and had there heard that his 
Honour was killed in a Duel by Capt. Booth: 


The Colonel fmiled at this Account, and 
bid the Servant make haſte back to contra- 
dict it. —And then turning to Booth he ſaid, 
Was there ever ſuch another Fellow as 
© this Brother of mine? I thought _— 
ERS TX 5 75 3 
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« his Behaviour was fornewhat: odd at the 
time. I ſuppoſe he overheard me whiſper 
that I would give you Satisfaction, 55 


© thence concluded we went together with 


a Deſign of Tilting. —D— the Fellow, 


1 begin to grow heartily ſick of him, and 
« wiſh I could get well rid of him without 
© cutting his Throat, which I ſometimes 
« apprehend he will inſiſt on my doing, as 
a Return for my Setting! him made a Licu- 
6 tenant- Colonel. WE. 


* 


Whilſt theſe two Gentlemen. were com- 


menting on the Character of the third, Ame 


lia and her Company returned, and all pre- 
ſently came up Stairs, not only the Children, 
but the two Ladies, laden with Trinkets as 
if they had been come from a Fair. Ame- 
la, who had been highly delighted all the 
Morning with the exceſſive Pleaſure which 
her Childrtn. enjoyed, when ſhe ſaw Col. 
James with her Huſband, and perceived the 
moſt manifeſt Marks of that Reconciliation, 
which ſhe knew had been ſo long and fo- 


earneſtly wiſhed by Booth, became fo tran- | 


ſported with Joy that her Happineſs was 
ſcarce capable of Addition. Exerciſe had 
painted her Face with Vermilion ; and the 
 Vgheſt * humour had ſo ſweetened 
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every Feature, and à vaſt Flow of Spirits 
had ſo lightened up her bright Eyes, that 
ſhe was all a Blaze of Beauty. She ſeem. 
ed indeed, as Milton ſublimely deſcribes 
Eve, e AP 


- adorned 

With what all Earth or Heaven 
could beſtow. | 

To make ber amiable —— 


Again, Grace was in all ber Steps, Hedten 
| in ber Eye "BD 5 F 
In ev'ry Geſture Dignity and Live. 


Or, as Waller ſweetly, though leſs ſub- 
kmely, ſings. 


Sweerneſs, Truth, and every Grace, 
Which Time and Uſe are wont to 
teach, | ce 

The Eye may in a Moment reach, 
And read diſtinétiy in ber Face. 


Or to mention one Poet more, and him 
of all the ſweeteſt, ſhe ſeemed to be the 
very Perſon of whom Suckling wrote the 
following Lines, where, ſpeaking of Cupid, 
_ oi 


All 


— 1 bis Iovely Looks, bis bs Fires, * 
All bis feet Motions, all bis takin ag nile, 
All that awakes, all that inflames Deſires, 

All that feoeetly commands, all that beguiles, 
He does into one Pair of Eyes convey, 

And there begs Leave that be bimſelf may flag. 


Such was Amelia at this time when ſhe en- 
tered the Room, and having paid her Re- 


ſpects to the Colonel, ſhe went up to her Huſ- 


band, and cried, O my dear! never was any 
Creatures ſo happy as your little Things 
* have been this whole Morning ; and all 
* owing to my Lord's Goodneſs ; ſure never 
© was any _ ſo good-natur'd and fo ge- 
_ © nerous !*-— She then made the Children 
produce their Preſents, the Value of which 
amounted to a 9 large Sum; for there 
was a Gold 

that coſt above twenty Guineas, | 


atch amongſt the TOO 


Inſtead of diſcovering fo- WE Satisfac⸗ | 


tion on this Occaſion — Amelia expected, 
Booth very gravely anſwered, * And pray, 
my dear, how are we to repay all theſe 


9 Obligations to his Lordſhip ? How can 


vou aſk ſo ſtrange a Queſtion ?* cries 


- 


Mrs, Elliſon, * how little do you know of 


the Soul of — (for ſure my Couſin 


— — —— — — — 


——  - — 


deſer ves | 
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deſerves that Name) when you call a few 


little Trinkets given to Children, an Ob- 
e ligation?” Indeed, my dear,“ cries Ane- 
lia, I would have ſtopped his Hand, if it 
had been poſſible; nay, I was forced at 
« laſt abſolutely to refuſe, or I believe he 
would have laid a hundred Pound out on 
© the Children: for I never ſaw any one ſo 
< ſond of Children, which convinces me he 


« is one of the beſt of Men; but ] aſk your 


Pardon, Colonel,* ſaid ſhe, turning to 
bim, I ſhould not entertain you with theſe 
Subjects; yet I know you have Good- 
< neſs enough to excule the FOR of a 


Mother.“ 


The Colonel made a very low aſſent- 


ing Bow; and ſoon after they all ſat down 


to a ſmall Repaſt ; for the, Colonel had 


promiſed Booib to dine with him when 


they firſt came home together; and what 


he had ſince heard from his own Houſe, 
gave him ſtill leſs Inclination than ever o 


repair thither. 
Bot Ar de both theſe, there was a third 


and ſtronger Inducement to him to paſs the 
Day with his Friend; and this was the Deſire. 
of Oro ing it with his Friend's Wife. When 
the C olone] had firſt ſeen Amelia: in France, ſbe. 


was 


=” EM 
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vas but juſt recovered from a conſumptive 
Habit, and looked pale and thin; beſides 
his Engagements with Miſs Bath at that 
time took total Poſſeſſion of him, and guard- 


ed his Heart from the Impreſſions of an- 
other Woman; and when he had dined” 


with her in Town, the Vexations through 


which ſhe had lately paſſed had ſomewhat 


deadned her Beauty ; beſides, he was then 
engaged, as we have ſeen, in a very warm 
Purſuit of a new Miſtrefs ; but now he had 
no ſuch Impediment : for though the Rea- 
der hath juſt before ſeen his warm Declara- 
tions of a Paſſion for Mils Mathews ; yet it 


may be remember*d that he had bzen in 


Poſſeſſion of her for above a Fortnight ; and 
one of the happy Properties of this kind of 
Paſſion is, that it can with equal Violence 
love half a Dozen, or half a Score, diffe- 
rent Objects at one and the fame time. 


But indeed ſuch were the Charms now 


diſplayed by Amelia, of which we endea- 
voured above to draw ſome faint Reſem- 
blance, that perhaps no other Beauty could 
have ſecured him from their Influence; and 
here to confefs a Truth in his Favour, how- 
ever the grave, or rather the hypocritical 
Part of Mankind may - cenſure it, I *am 
kmly perſuaded that to withdraw Admira- 
5 i tion 
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tion from exquiſite Beauty, or to feel no De- 
light in gazing at it, is as impoſſible as to feel 
no Warmth from the moſt ſcorching Rays of 
the Sun. To run away is all that is in our 
Power; and yet in the former Caſe if it 
muſt be allowed we have the Power of run- 
ing away, it muſt be allowed alſo that it 
requires the ſtrongeſt Reſolution to execute 
it: for when, as Dryden ſays, 


All Paradiſe is opened in a Face, 


how natural is the Deſire of going thither! 
and how difficult to quit the lovely Pro- 


And yet however difficult this may be, 
my young Readers, it is abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, and that immediately too ; flatter not 
yourſelves that Fire will not ſcorch as well as 
warm; and the longer we ſtay within its 
Reach, the more we ſhall burn. The Ad- 
miration of a beautiful Woman, though the 
Wife of our deareſt Friend, may at firſt 
perhaps be innocent ; but let us not Batter 
ourſelves it will always remain ſo; Deſire is 
ſure: to ſucceed ; and Wiſhes, Hopes, De- 
Ggns, with a long Train of Miſchiefs, tread 
cloſe at our Heels. In Affairs of this Kind 
we may moſt properly apply he 

0 wn 
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known Remark of nemo repente fuit tur- 
piſſimus. It fares, indeed with us on this 
Occaſion, as with the unwary Traveller in 
ſome Parts of Arabia the Deſart, whom 
the treacherous Sands imperceptibly betray 
'till he is Overwhelmed and loſt. In both 
Caſes the only Safety is by withdrawing our 
Feet the very firſt: Moment we perceive 
them ſliding, 5 


This Digreſſion may appear impertinent 
to ſome Readers; we could not however 
avoid the Opportunity of offering the above 
Hints; ſince of all Paſſions there is none 
againſt which we ſhould fo ſtrongly fortify 
ourſelves as this, which is generally called 
Love: for no other lays before us, eſpecially 
in the tumultuous Days of Youth, fuck 
ſweet, ſuch ſtrong; and almoſt irreſiſtible 
Temptations z none hath produced in pris 
vate Life ſuch fatal. and lamentable Trage- 
dies; and what is worſt of all, there is none 
to whoſe Poiſon and Infatuation the beſt of 
Minds are ſo liable. Ambition ſcarce ever 
produces any Evil, but when it reigns in 
cruel and ſavage Bofoms z and Avarice ſel- 
dom flouriſhes at all but in the baſeſt and 
pooreſt Soil. Love, on the contrary, fprouts 
uſually up in the richeſt and nobleſt Minds; 


but there unleſs nicely watched, pruned, and 
cultivated, 
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cultivated, and carefully kept clear of thoſe 
VICIOUS Weeds which are too apt to ſurround 
it, it branches forth into Wildneſs and Dif. 
order, produces nothing defirable, but choaks 
. up and kills whatever is good and noble in 
the Mind where it fo abounds. In ſhort, to 
drop the Allegory, not only Tenderneſs 
and Good-nature, but Bravery, Generoſity, 
and every Virtue are oſten made the Inſtru- 
ments of effecting the moſt atrocious Por- 
poſes of this all- ſubduing Tyrant. 


CH P. H. 
Which will not appear, we preſume, un- 
; nucatufal do all married Readers. 


— 


F the Table of poor Bocth afforded but 
an indifferent Repaſt to the Colone!'s 

unger, here was moſt excellent Entertain- 
ment of a much higher kind. The Colonel 
began now to wonder within himſelf at his 
not having before dilcovered ſuch incoma- 
rable Beauty and Excellence. This Wonder 
Was indeed ſo natural, that left it ſhould 
ariſe likewiſe in the Reader, we thought 
proper to give the Solution of it in the pre- 
ceding e 


During 
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During 5 irt two Hdurs, 4 Colonel 
ſcarce ever had his Eyes off from Amelia; 


for he was taken by Surprize, and his Heart 
was gone before he ſuſpected himſelf to be 


in any Danger. His Mind however no 


ſooner ſuggeited a certain Secret to him, 


than it ſuggeſted ſome Degree of Prudence 
to him at the ſame time; and the Know- 
ledge that he had Thoughts to conceal, and 
the ve” of concealing them, had Birth. at 
one and the ſame Inſtant. During the Re- 
ſidue of the Day therefore, he grew more 
circumſpect, and contented himſelf with 
now and then ſtealing a Look by chance, 
eſpecially as the more than ordinary Gravity 
of Booth made him fear that his former 
Behaviour had betrayed to Booth's Obſerva- 
tion the great and ſudden Liking he had 
conceived for his Wife, even before he had 


obſerved it in himſelf. _ _ 


Amelia continued the whole Day in the 
higheſt Spirits, and higheſt good Humour 
imaginable ; never once remarking that Ap- 
pearance of Diſcontent in her Huſband, of 
which the Colonel had taken Notice; fo 
much more quick - ſighted, as we have 
ſomewhere elſe hinted, is Guilt than Inno- 
cence. . Whether Booth had in reality made 
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any ſuch Obſervations on the Colonel's Beha- 
viour as he had ſuſpected, we will not un- 
dertake to determine; yet ſo far may be 
material to ſay, as we can with fufficient 
Certainty, that the Change in Bootb's Beha- 
viour that Day, from what was uſual with 
him, was remarkable enough. None of 
his former Vivacity appeared in his Conver- 
fation; and his Countenance was altered from 
being the Picture of Sweetneſs and good 


Humour, not indeed to Sourneſs or Moroſe. 


neſs, but to Gravity and Melancholy. 


Tho? the Colonel's Suſpicion had the Ef- 
fe which we have mentioned on his Beha- 
viour; yet it could not perſuade him to de- 

In ſhort, he fat in his Chair as if con- 
fined to it by Enchantment, ſtealing Looks 
now and then, and humouring his growing 
Paſſion, without having Command enough 
over his Limbs to carry him out of the 
Room, till Decency at laſt forced him to put 
an end to his prepoſterous Viſit. When the 
Huſband and Wife were left alone together; 
the latter reſumed the Subject of her Child- 
ren, and gave Booth a particular Narrative 
of all that had paft at his Lordſhip's, which 
he, tho* ſomething had certainly diſcon- 
certed him, affected to receive with all the 
Pleaſure he could; and this Affectation, 


K 


* 


how- 
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however aukwardly he acted his Part, paſſed 
very well on Amelia: for ſhe could not 
well conceive a Diſpleaſure, of which ſhe 


had not the leaſt Hint of any Cauſe ; and 


indeed at a time, when from his Reconcilia- 


tion with James, ſhe imagined her Huſband 


to be entirely and perfectly happy. 


The greateſt Part of that Night Booth 


paſt awake; and if during the Reſidue he 


might be ſaid to ſleep, he could ſcarce be ſaid 
to enjoy Repoſe; his Eyes were no ſooner - 
cloſed, than he was purſued and haunted by 


the moſt frightful and terrifying Dreams, 
which threw him into fo reſtleſs a Condition, 
that he foon diſturbed his Amelia, and greatly 


alarmed her with Apprehenſiens that he had 
been ſeized by ſome dreadful Diſeaſe; tho? 


he had not the leaſt Symptoms of a Fever 


Indication, but -was rather colder than 


S 


uſual. 


As Booth aſſured his Wife that he was 


very well, but found no Inclination to ſſeep, 
he likewife bid adieu to her Slumbers, and 
attempted to entertain him with her Con- 
verſation. on which his Lordſhip oc- 
curred as the firft Topic; and ſhe repeated 
to him all the Stories which ſhe had heard 


from 


9 
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from Mrs. Eulliſon of the Peet's Goodneſs 


to his Siſter and his Nephew and Niece, 
It is impoſſible, my dear, ſays ſhe, to 
< deſcribe their Fondneſs for their Uncle, 


< which is to me an inconteſtable Sign of 


A Parent's Goodneſs.” — In this Manner 


ſhe ran on for ſeveral Minutes, concluding 
at laſt that it was pity ſo very few had 


ſuch - generous Minds Joined to immenſe 


F ortunes. 


Booth inſtead of making a direct Anſwer 


to what Amelia had ſaid, cried coldly, But 
do you think, my dear, it was right to 
accept all thoſe expenſive Toys which the 
Children brought home? And I aſk you 
again, what Return we are to make for 


7 6 


theſe Obligations? 


R >. . my dear,“ cries SE « 
© ſee this Matter in too ſerious a Light 


* 


* who would leſſen his Lordſhip's Good- 
«neſs, (indeed I ſhall always think we are 


both infinitely obliged to him) yet ſure 


« you muſt allow the Expence to be a mere 
© Trifle to ſuch a vaſt Fortune. As for 


« Return, his own Benevolence, in the Sa- 


5 tisfaction it receives more than repays 


, « itſelf, 


Though I am the laſt Perſon in the World 


* elk, and 1 am convinced "i expects no 
other. 


0 Very well, my Dear, ' cries Booth, © you 


e ſhall have it your way; I muſt confeſs, 1 
« never yet ſaw any Reaſon to blame your 
« Diſcernment ; and perhaps I have been in 
© the wrong to give my ſelf ſo much Unea- 
ſineſs on this Account. 


« Uneaſineſs ! Child,” ſaid Amelia —_— 
© Good: Heavens ! | hath _ made you un- 
2 


1 do own it hath, anſwered Booth, and 
© it hath been the onl Cauſe of breaking 
* my 1 


0 Why chen I wiſh,” cries p Ea < all 
* the Things had been at the Devil, before 
| * ever the Children had ſeen them; and 
* whatever I may think myſelf, 1 promiſe 


you they ſhall never more accept the 
Value of a Farthing If upon this Occa- 


ſion, I have been the Cauſe of your Un- 


* ealineſs, you will do me the Juſtice to 
* believe that I was Tony; innocent. 


At thoſe Words Booth caught her in his 


Arms, and with the tendereſt Embrace, 
Vo; II. „8 
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emphatically repeating the Word Innocent, 
cried—* Heaven forbid T ſhould think other- 
< wiſe, O thou art the beſt of Creatures 
that ever bleſſed a Man.“ 1575 


Well but,” ſaid ſhe ſmiling—* Do con- 
< feſs, my Dear, the Truth; I promiſe you 
I won't blame you nor diſeſteem you for 
it; but is not Pride really at the Bottom 
of this Fear of an Obligation?“ | 


Perhaps it may,” anſwered he, or if 
you will, you may call it Fear. I own! 
am afraid of Obligations, as the worſt kind 
of Debts; for I have generally obſerved 
thoſe who confer them, expect to be re · 
paid ten thouſand fold.“ 5 


"a „ „ „6 


Here ended all that is material of their 
Diſcourſe; and a little time afterwards, they 
both fell faſt aſleep in one another's Arms; 
from which Time Booth had no more Reſt- 
leſſneſs, nor any further Perturbation in his 
Dreams. „ 5755 


Their Repoſe however had been ſo much 
diſturbed in the former Part of the Night, 
that, as it was very late before they enjoyed 
that ſweex Sleep I have juſt mentiored, they 
lay a-bed the next Day till Noon, Nn 

R ber 
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they both roſe with the utmoſt Chearfulneſs; 
and while Amelia beſtirred herſelf in the Af- 
fairs of her F m Booth went to vilit the 
wounded Colonel. | 


He fel that Gentleman ſtill be 


| very faſt in his Recovery, we which he 


was more pleaſed than he had Reaſon to be 


- with his Reception; for the Colonel received 


him very coldly indeed, and when Bec 


told him he had received perfect Satisfactio 


from his Brother, Bath erected his 14 
and anſwered with a Sneer, Very well, Sit,” 
if you think theſe Matters can be ſo made 
« up, d—n me, if it is any Buſineſs of 
mine. My Dignity hath not been in- 
e 2 


No one, I believe, cries Booths 6 dare 


' injure it.“ 


Lou believe ſo!? ald t the Obiunsig 1 
b think, Sir, you might be aſſured of it; 
* but this, at leaſt, you may be aſſured of, 
that if any Man did, I would tumble 
him down the Precipice of Hell, d—n 
me, that you may be aſſured of.“ 


As Booth found the Colonel i in this Diſc 
poſition, he had no great Inclination to 
| K 2 lengthen 
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lengthen out his Viſit, nor did the Colonel | 
himſelf ſeem to deſire it; ſo he ſoon return- 

ed back to his Amelia, whom he found per- 
forming the Office of a Cook, with as much 


Pleaſure as a fine Lady generally enjoys in 
dreſſing herſelf out for a Ball. 
70 


Tt: CHAP. III. 
In which the Hiſtory looks a little 
backwards. 


EFORE we proceed farther in our 

Hiſtory, we ſhall recount a ſhort Scene 
to our Reader which paſſed between Amelia 
and Mrs. Elliſon, whilſt Booth was on his Viſit 
to Col. Bath. We have already obſerved, 
that Amelia had conceived an extraordinary 
Affection for Mrs. Bennet, which had till 
encreaſed every time ſhe ſaw her; ſhe thought 
ſhe diſcovered ſomething wonderfully good 
and gentle in her Countenance and Diſpo- 
ſition, and was very deſirous of knowing her 
whole Hiſtory. | 


She had a very ſhort Interview with that 
Lady this Morning in Mrs. E/li/on 's Apart- 
ment. As ſoon therefore as Mrs. Bennet 
was gone, Amelia acquainted Mrs. Elliſon 
with the good Opinion ſhe had conceived 


of 
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of her Friend, and likewiſe with her Curi- 


olity to know her Story: For there muſt 


be ſomething uncommonly good,“ ſaid 
ſhe, * in one who can ſo truly mourn for a 


«* Huſband above three Years after his 


« Death.? 


« O,” cries Mrs. Ell on, to be ſure the. 


© World muſt allow her to have been one 


of the beſt of Wives. And indeed, upon 


the whole ſhe is a good Sort of Woman; 


« and what I like her the beſt for is a ſtrong 


* Reſemblance that ſhe bears to yourſelf in 
the Form of her Perſon, and ſtill more 
* in her Voice, But for my own Part, I 
* know nothing remarkable in her Fortune 
«* unleſs what J have told you, that ſhe was 
the Daughter of a Clergyman, had little 
gor no Fortune, and married a poor Parſon 
© for Love, who left her in the utmoſt 
© Diſtreſs. If you pleaſe, I will ſhew you 
* a Letter which ſhe writ to me at that 
time, tho' I inſiſt upon your Promiſe 
never to mention it to her; indeed, yo 

will be the firſt Perſon I ever ſhewed it 


to.“ She then opened her Scrutore, and 


taking out the Letter delivered it to Amelia, 
ſaying. * There, Madam, is, I believe, as 
fine a Picture of Diſtreſs as can well be 


drawn.“ 
K 3 _ 
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_ Dear Madam, | ; } 
As I have no other Friend on Earth 
but yourſelf, I hope you will pardon my 
writing to you at this Seaſon ; tho' I do 
not know that you can relieve my Di- 
ſtreſſes, or if you can, have I any Pre- 
tence to expect that you ſhould, My 
poor dear, O Heavens ! — my — lies 

dead in the Houſe, and after I had pro- 
'* cured ſufficient to bury him, a ſet of 
Ruffians have entered my Houſe, ſeized | 
all 1 have, have ſeized his dear, dear 
. ++. Corpſe, and threaten to deny it Burial. 
< For Heaven's Sake, ſend me, at leaſt, 
< ſome Advice; little Tommy ſtands now by 
- © me crying for Bread, which I have not 
© to give him.—I can ſay no more than 
Ti that I am, | 


| «Your moſt diſtpeſſed humble Servan, 
8 M. BENN ET. 


R „„ aA 3a 


Amelia read the Letter over twice, and 
then returning it, with Tears in her Eyes, 

aſked how the poor Creature could poſlibly 
ge through ſuch Diſtreſs. N 


Nou may depend upon it, Madam, 
ſaid Mrs. Elliſen, * the Moment I. read this 
3&3 5 | = 7! 4 Account, | 
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Account, I poſted away immediately to 
© the Lady. As to the ſeizing the Body, 
that I found was a mere Bupbear ; but all 
the reſt was literally true. I ſent imme- 
« diately for the ſame Gentleman, that J 
recommended to Mr. Booth, left the Care 
of burying the Corpſe to bim, and brought 

my Friend and her. little Boy immediately 
away to my own Houſe, where ſhe re- 
mained ſome Months in the moſt miſera- 
ble Condition. I then prevailed with her 
to retire into the Country, and procured. 
her a Lodging with a Friend at Sr. Ed- 
| © mundſbury, the Air and Gayety of which 
| Place by degrees recovered her ; and ſhe 


returned in about a Twelvemonth to Town, 
* as well, I think, as ſhe is at { 
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I am almoſt 1 to aſk,” cries Amelia; 5 
and yet I long methinks to know what is 
become of the. poor little Boy. 


He hath been dead,” ſaid Mrs. Ellifon, 4 


1a little more than half a Year; and the 
; Mother lamented him at farſt almoſt as i 
much as ſhe did her Huſband; but I i 
found it indeed rather an eaſier Matter to ag 
comfort her, tho' I ſat up with her near if 


a Fortnight upon the latter Occaſion, — *| 


| 
» 

| 
= | 0 
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* You are a good Creature,” faid Amtlia, 
4 and 1 love you _ 


« Alas! Madam,“ cries ET © what could 
© | have done, if it had not been for the 
< Goodneſs of that beſt of Men, my noble 
< Couſin! His Lordſhip no ſooner heard 
© of the Widow's Diſtreſs from me, than 
he immediately ſettled 1504. a Year upon. 
© her during her Life. . 


« Well? how noble, how generous was 
© that!” ſaid Amelia, I declare I begin to 
love your Couſin, Mrs. Elliſon.“ 


And I declare if you do,” anſwered ſhe, 
there is no Love loſt, I verily believe; 
© if you had heard what I nos him Ah 
8 Yeſterday behind your Back 


Why what did he Toys Mrs. ale, F 


cries Amelia. 


He ſaid,* anfwered the other, that you 
< was the fineſt Woman his Eyes ever 
* beheld. —Ah! it is in vain to wiſh, and 

« yet, I cannot help wiſhing too. —O Mrs. 
Booth ! if you had been a ſing le Woman, 
I firmly believe I could have made you 


the 
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the happieſt in the World. And I ſin- 
cerely think, I never ſaw a Woman who 
% etna 
© I am obliged to you, Madam, cries 
Amelia, for your good Opinion; but I 
really look on myſelf already as the hap- 
pieſt Woman in the World. Our Cir- 
* cumſtances it is true might have been a 
little more fortunate ; but, O my dear 
Mrs. Elliſon, what Fortune can be put 
© in the Balance with ſuch a Huſband as 
7 0 


© I am afraid, dear Madam, anſwered 


Mrs. Elliſon, * you would not hold the 
Scale fairly. —I acknowledge indeed, Mr. 
\* Booth is a very pretty Gentleman; Hea- 
ven forbid I ſhould endeavour to leſſen 
him in your Opinion; yet if 1 was to be 
brought to Confeſſion, I could not help 
© ſaying, I ſee where the Superiority lies, 

and that the Men have more Reaſon to 
. * envy Mr. Booth, than the Women have 

d + to envy his Lady? - 

. © Nay, I will not bear this,“ replied Ame- 

ta, Tou will forfeit all my Love, if you 
have the leaſt difreſpe&ful Opinion of my | 
* Huſband. —You do net know him Mrs. 
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« Elliſon, he is the beſt, the kindeſt, the 
worthieſt of all his Sex. I have obſerved 
indeed once or twice before that you have 
taken ſome Diſlike to him. I can't con- 
ceive for what Reaſon. If he hath ſaid or 
done any thing to diſoblige you, I am 
ſute 1 can juſtly acquit him of Deſign. 
< His extreme Vivacity makes him fome- 
times a little too heedleſs; but, I am 
convinced, a more innocent Heart, or one 
. more void of Offence, was never in a hu- 
man Boſom.“ : 


8 dey, if you grow ſerious,” cries Mrs. 
57] Eulen, I have done. Ho is it poflible 
you ſhould ſuſpect I had taken any Diſlike 
to a Man, to whom I have always ſhewn 
ſo perfect a Regard! But to fay I think 
0 4 or almoſt any other Man in the 
il World worthy of yourſelf, is not within 
my Power wich T — And ſince you 
force the Confeſſion from me, I declare, I 
think ſuch Beauty, ſuch Senſe, and ſuch 
© Goodneſs united, might aſpire without 


* Vanity to the Arms of any Monarch in 
5 Europe. 


Alas l my * Mrs Ellen, anſwered 
Amelia, do you think Happineſs and a 
« Crown ſo cloſely united ? How many 

2 miſerable 


N 4 ' , 7 1 ho 
af 
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0 miſerable Women have lain in the Arms 
of Kings? — Indeed, Mrs. Elliſon, if I 
© had all the Merit you compliment me 
* with, I ſhould think it all fully rewarded 
with ſuch a Man as I thank Heaven hath 
« fallen to my Lot; nor would I, upon my 
« Soul, exchange that Lot with N OG 
in che Univerſe.“ 


5 Well, there are enow of our Sex, | 5 | 


Mrs. Elliſon, * to keep you in Countenance ; 
but I ſhall never forget the Beginning 
bol a Song of Mr. Congreve's, that my 
+ Huſband was fo fond of, hit he v was * 


ways ſinging it.“ 
Love's but 4 Frailty of the 1 4 3 
. ben "tis not with Ambition fon do 


© Love without Lotereſt makes but an un 
© ſavory Waſh my Opinions?! Bat ot 


And pray how long hath this been your 
$ Opinion! py ſaid a ann. 


4 Ever WI 1 Was born nfocred | Mrs. 


Elliſon, a . ever ce * can re- 
8 e e 


1 
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And have you never,“ ſaid Amelia, 


deviated from this * way of think - 
* Inge = | 


16 Never once, bee the other, in 


© the whole Courfe of my Life.” 


0 Mrs. Elliſon! Mrs. Elſon!” cries 
Amelia, * why do we ever blame thoſe who 


* 


1 


4 


= 


are diſinger uous in confeſſing their Faults, 


when we are fo often aſhamed to own 
ourſelves in the Right. Some Women 
now, in my Situation, would be angry 
that you had not made Confidantes of 


them; but I never deſire ta know more of 


the Secrets of others, than they are pleaſed 
to entruſt me with. You muft believe 
however, that I ſhould not have given you 
theſe Hints of my knowing all, if I had | 
diſapproved your Choice. On the con- 

trary, I aſſure you, I highly approve it. 
The Gentility he wants, it will be cafily 
in your Power to procure for him; and as 


for his good Qualities, I will myſelf be 


bound for them : and I make not the 
leaſt Doubt, as you have owned to me 
« -yourſelf that you have placed your Aﬀec- 
tions on him, you will be one of the lap: 
2 r Women 1 in the World,” 


7 Upop 


ch. 3  AMELIA 205 


# Upon my Hagoue,” cries Mrs. Elliſon, 
very gravely, I do not underſtand one 
Word of what you mean.“ . 
55 pen my Honour, you aſtoniſh _ 
ſaid . but I have done. 


Ny then, faid the ohe © Th 
6 upon knowing what you mean.” 


* Why what can I mean,” nfo Ame- © 
lia, but your Marriage __ * - | 
6 "_ * 


3 With W Atkinſon cries Mrs. 
Eier eagerly, « my 1 with a * 
* 


0 Well, with Mr. Aitinſon then, Captain 
C Atkinſon, if you n Z * * I m__ to 


5 ſee him.“ 


85 And have you really no better Opinion 
of me, ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, than to ima- 
* gine me capable of ſuch Condeſcenſion? 
What have I done, dear Mrs. Booth, to 
© deſerve ſo low a Place in your Eſteem ? 
II find indeed, as Solomon lays, Nomen 
d ought to watch the Door of their Fr ho 
ED How 
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* How little did I imagine that a little 
© harmleſs Freedom in Diſcourſe, could 
* perſuade any one that I could entertain a 
< {erious Intention of diſgracing my Fa- 
* mily! for of a very good Family am J 
come, I affure you, Madam, tho' 1 now - 
let Lodgings. Few of my Lodgers 1 
s believe, ever came of a better.“ 


« If I have offended you, Madam,” ſaid 

Amelia, I am very forry, and aſk your. 
2 Pardon; but befides what I heard from 
33 yourſelf, Mr. Booth told me.?“ 


O yes, anſwered Mrs. Elliſon, * Mr. 

© Booth, 1 know, is a very good Friend of 

mine — Indeed, I know you better than 

© to think it could be your own Suſpicion, 

l am very much obliged to Mr. Booth 
truly.“ 


: Nay,” cries Amelia, * the Sefjeant him- 
« ſelf is in fault; for Mr. Booth, I am po- 
© fitive, only . what he had from 
© him.” | 


24 lin pudent Corcomb 1 cries Mrs. Elli 
# , 7 ſhall know how to keep ſuch Fel- 
© lows at a roper Diſtance for the future— 

2 1 will te you,” dear Madam, all that 
© © + happened. 
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happened. When I roſe in the Mey 
I found the Fellow waiting in the Ent 
and as you had expreft ſome Regard or 
him as your Foſter-Brother, nay, he is a 
very genteel Fellow that I muſt own, I 
ſcolded my Maid for not ſhewing him 
into my little Back-Room ; and I then 
+ aſked him to walk into the Parlour. 
Could 1 have imagined he would have 
conſtrued fuch lirtle e into an EA. 
couragement! pot | 


« Nay, I will hikes Juſtice done wt my 
poor Brother too, ſaid Amelia. I my- 
F * have ſeen you give him much greater 

$ Encouragement than that. 


Well, perhaps 1 have, aid Mrs, Elk. 
5 have been always too unguarded 
in my Speech, and can't anſwer for all I 
© have ſaid. She then began to change her 
Note, and with an affected Laugh turned 

all into Ridicule ; and ſoon afterwards the 
two Ladies ſeparated, both in apparent good 
Humour; and Amelia went about thoſe do- 
meſtic Offices, in which Mr. Booth found 
her engaged at the End of the preceding 
Chapter. 1 


CHAP. 
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i C H ” S 
: ontaining a very 8 Incident. - 


N the * Mr. Booth with ="M 
lia and her Children went to refeſh them- 
y * in the Park. The Converſation now 
turned on what paſt in the Morning with 
Mrs. Elliſon, the latter Part of the Dia- 
logue, I mean, recorded in the laſt Chapter, 
Amelia told her Huſband, that Mrs. E!li/on 
ſo ſtrongly denied all Intentions to marry 
the Serjeant, that ſhe had convinced her the 
a Fellow was under an Error, and had 
miſtaken a little too much Levity for ſeri- 
ous Encouragement; and concluded, by de- 


firing Booth not to jeſt with her any r more on 
that Subject. 


Bootb burſt into a Laugh, at what his 
Wife ſaid. My dear Creature, ſaid he, 

how eaſy is thy Honeſty and Simplicity 
2 to be impoſed on ! how little doſt thou 

_* gueſs. at the Art and Falſehood of Wo- 
< — I knew a young Lady, who againſt 

her Father's Conſent, was married to a 
"© Brother Officer of mine. And as I often 
« uſed to walk with her, (for I knew her 
Father intimately P ſhe would of her 
3 . 
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'* own Accord take frequent Occaſions to 
« ridicule and vilify her Huſband (for ſo he 
« was at the time) and expreſs great Wonder 
and Indignation at the Report which ſhe 
allowed to prevail, that ſhe ſhauld con- 
© deſcend ever to look at ſuch a Fellow, 
« with any other Deſign than of laughing 
at, and deſpiſing him. The Marriage 
« afterwards became publicly owned, and 
the Lady was reputably brought to Bed. 
© Since which, I have often ſeen her; nor 
* hath ſhe ever 4ppeared to be in the leaſt - 
* aſhamed of what ſhe had formerly ſaid, 
* tho' indeed I believe ſhe hates me ben 
for having heard it.“ 


But for what Reaſon, cries * | 
© ſhould ſhe deny a Fact, when ſhe muſt 
* be ſo certain of our diſcovering its and 
that immediately! * 


« I can't anſwer what End ſhe may pro- 
* pole,” ſaid Booth. Sometimes one would 
be almoſt perſuaded that there was a Plea- 
$ ſure in Lying itſelf, But this I am cer- 
* tain, that I would believe the honeſt Ser- 
+ jeant on his bare Word, ſooner than 1 
* would fifty Mrs. Elliſans on Oath. I am 
convinced he would not have ſaid what 
5 85 did to me, without the ſtrongeſt En- 
. __ * couragement z 
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couragement; and, I think, after What 
wie have been both Witneſſes to, it re- 

10 quires no great Confidence in his Veracity, 2 
Sto give him an unlimited Credit with re- 
>< 8 to the LANE 8 Behaviour. 


To this Amelia made no Reply; and they 
diſcourſed of other Matters during the Re- 
mainder of a very pleaſant Walk. 


When they returned home, Amelia was 
ſurprized to find an Appearance of Diſorder 
in her Apartment. Several of the Trinkets, 
which his Eordſhip had given the Children, 
lay about the Room ; and a Suit of her- Own 
Cloaths which ſhe had left in her Drawers, 
Was now diſplayed upon the Bed. 


She immediately ſummoned her little 
Girl up Stairs, who, as ſhe plainly per- 
ceived the Moment ſhe came up with a 
Candle, had half cried her Eyes out: for 
though the Girl had opened the Door to 
them, as it was almoſt dark. ſhe had not 
taken any Notice of this Phænomenon in 
her Countenance. 


T be Girl now fell "WANs upon her Kies, 
and cry d,. For Heaven's ſake, Madam, 
do not be angry with me. Indeed 1 = 
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« left alone in the Houſe ; and hearing 
ſomebody knock at the Door, 10 pened 
it, I am fore thinking no harm. f did 
not know but it might have been you, or 
my Maſter, or Madam El/iſen; and im- 
-« mediately as I did, the Rogue burſt in 
and ran directly up Stairs, and what he 
* hath robbed you of I can't tell; but 1 
am ſure I could not help it: for he was 
a great ſwinging Man with a Piſtol in 
each Hand; and if I had dared to call | 
'© out, to be ſure he would have killed me. 
] am fure I was never in ſuch a Fright in | 
my born Days, whereof I am hardly | 
come to myſelf yet. I believe he is | 
* ſomewhere about the Houſe 1 for! 
never ſaw him go out.“ 


Amelia diſcovered ſome little Alarm at 
this Narrative, but much leſs than many 
other Ladies would have ſhewn: for a 
Fright is, 1 believe, ſome time laid hold 
of as an Opportunity of diſcloſing ſeveral 
Charms peculiar to that Occaſion. And 
which, as Mr. Addiſon fays of certain a 


ues, 


nn the Day, - RY lie ee 
nb 2 Seaſons, and the Calms of Li ife. 


 Baath 
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Booth having opened the Window, and 
ſummoned in two Chairmen to his Aſiſtance, 
proceeded to ſearch the Houſe ; but all to 
no purpoſe ; the Thief was flown, though 
the poor Girl! in her State of Terror had not 
ſeen him eſcape. 


But r now a Circumſtance appeared which 
greatly ſurprized both Booth and Amelia; in- 

deed I believe it will have the ſame Effect on 
the Reader; and this was, that the Thief 
| had taken nothing with him. He. had in- 
deed tumbled over all Booth and Amelia's 
Clothes, and the Childrens * but had 

left all behind him. | 


Amelia was ſcarce more pleaſed than 
_ aſtoniſhed at this Diſcovery, and re-examined 
the Girl, aſſuring her of an abſolute Pardon, 
if ſhe confeſſed the Truth, but grievouſly 
threatning her if ſhe was found guilty of 
the leaſt Falſhood. As for a Thief, Child, 
fays ſhe, that is certainly not true; you 
have had ſomebody with you, to whom 
« you have been ſhewing the things'; z there- 
fore tell me plainly who it was.“ 


The Girl proteſted i in the 8 Man- 
ner that ſhe knew not the Perſon; but as 


0 


Fd 
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to ſome Circumitances ſhe, began to vary a 
little from her firſt Account, particularly as to 
the Piſtols; concerning which being ſtrictl7 
examined by Booth ſhe at laſt cried. Tobe 
ſure, Sir, he muſt have had Piſtols about 
him.“ And inſtead of perſiſting in his hav- 
ing ruſhed in upon her, ſhe new confeſſed, 
that he had aſked at the Door for her Maſter . 
and Miſtreſs; and that at his Deſire ſhe. 
had ſhewn him up Stairs, where he at firſt 
ſaid he would ſtay till their Return home; 
+ but indeed,* cry*d ſhe, * I thought no 
harm; for he looked like a Gentleman- 
like fort of Man. And indeed fol thought. 
he was for a good while, whereof he ſat 
down and behaved himſelf very civilly, 
till be ſaw ſome of Mafter's and Miſs's 
Things upon the Cheſt of Drawers z. 
* whereof he cry'd, heyday ! what's here? 
and then he fell to tumbling about the 
things like any mad. Then I thinks, 
* thinks I to myſelf to be ſure he's a High- 
© wayman, whereof I did not dare ſpeak to. 
him: for I knew Madam Elliſon and her 
Maid was gone out, and what could 
* ſuch a poor Girl as I do againſt a great. 
* ſtrong Man? And beſides, thinks I, to 
be ſure he hath got Piſtols about him, 
though I can't indeed, (that I will not do 
for the World,) take my Bible-Oath 11 
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I ſaw any; yet to-be ſure he would have 
ſoon pulled them out, and ſhot me dead, 


if I had ventured to Rave ſaid any ting : 
to offend him.“ | 


- IP tow not what to * of this,” cries | 

Booth. * The poor Girl I verily believe 
<'ſpeaks to the beſt of her Knowledge, 
A Thief it could not be; for he hath not 
taken the leaſt thing; and it is plain he 
had the Girl's Watch in his Hand.—If it 

had been a Bailiff, ſurely he would have 
< ſtaid till our Return. I can conceive no. 
other from the Girl's Account, than that 
x 6p it muſt have been ſome Madman. — 


Fa good Sir,” ſaid the Girl, now you E 
© mention.it, if he was not 4 Thief to be ſure. 


he muſt have been a Madman; for indeed 


he looked and behaved himſelf too, very 
< much like a Madman: For now I re- 
member it, he talked to himſelf, and 
< ſaid many ſtrange kind of Words, that 
< 1 did not underifand. Indeed he looked 
< altogether-as I have ſeen People in Bed- | 
© lam; beſides, if he was not a Madman, 
« what good could it do him to throw the 
© Things all about the Room, in. ſuch a 
© Manner? And he ſaid ſomething too about 
4 my * * before he went 8 
1 1 „„ „ s, 
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0 Stairs, I was, in ſuch a Fright, 1 can t 
remember particularly; but I am ſure 
they were very ill Words, he ſaid He 

would da for him, I am ſure he ſaid: that, 

and other wicked bad Words too, if 1. 

could but think of them. | 


Upon my, word, faid Booths. © this is 

the moſt probable ConjeRture 3 but {till I- 

am puzzled to conceive who it ſhould be: 

For I have no Madman to my Knowledge 
© of my Acquaintance ; and it ſeems, as 
« the Girl ſays, he aſked. for me.“ He then 
turned to the Child, and aſked. her if ſne 
Was certain of that Ciraumſtance. © | 


The poor Maid after a little Heſitation, 
anſwered. Indeed, Sir, I cannot be very 

* politive; for the F right he threw me into - 
* afterwards. drave' every thing almelk: out 


of nk Mind.“ 


Well, whatever he was, cries - Anil: 
] am glad the Conſequence is no worſe; 
but let this: be a Warning to you, little 
* Betty, and teach you to take more Cate 
for the future. If ever you ſhould; be 
left alone in the Houſe again, be ſure to 
et no Perſons in, without firſt looking out 


* at the Window, and ſeeing who they are. 
ö x 5 % ' 2 . : 0 I 
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I promiſed not to chide you any more on 
this Occaſion, and I will keep my Word; 
but it is very plain you deſired this Perſon 
<. to walk up into our Apartment, which 
was very wrong in our Abſence.* 


Betty was going to anſwer— but Amelia 
would not let her, ſaying, don't attempt 


to excuſe yourſelf; for I mortally hate a 


Liar, and can forgive any Fault ſooner 
than Falſehood.? | | 


The poor Girl then ſubmitted 3 and now 
Amelia with her Aſſiſtance began to replace 
all things in their Order; and little Zmily 
hugging her Watch with great Fondnels 
declared ſhe would never part with it any 
More. e ä 


Thus ended this odd Adventure, not en- 
tirely to the Satisfaction of Booth : for, be- 
ſides his Curioſity, which when thoroughly 


rouſed is a very troubleſome Paſſion, he had 
as is, I believe, uſual with all Perſons in 


his Circumſtances, ſeveral Doubts and Ap- 
8 of he knew not what. Indeed 
Fear is never more uneaſy, than when it 
doth not certainly know its Object: for on 


fuch Occaſions the Mind is ever employed 


In raiſing a thouſand Bugbears and Fantoms, 


much 
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much more dreadful than any Realities, and 

like Children, when they tell Tales of Hob- 
ooblins, ſeems induſtrious in terrifying it- 


2 


HA . 
| Containing ſome Matters not very unnatural. 


MATTERS were ture ſooner re- 


IVI duced into Order and Decency, than 


a violent Knocking was heard at the Door, 
ſuch indeed as would have perſuaded any 
one not accuſtomed to the Sound, that the 
Madman was returned in the higheſt Spring- 
Tide of his Fury. ; 5 


Inſtead, however, of ſo dif: agreeable an 


Appearance, a very fine Lady preſently came A 


into the Room, no other indeed than Mrs. 
James herſelf ; for ſhe was reſolved to ſhew 
Amelia by the ſpeedy Return of her Viſit, 
how unjuſt all her Accuſation had been of 
any Failure in the Duties of Friendſhip ; 


ſhe had moreover another Reaſon to acce- + 


krate this Viſit, and that was, to congra- 
tulate her Friend on the Event of the Duel 
between Colonel Bath and Mr. Booth, 

. | 1 „ f 8 Ks 2 
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The Lady had ſo well profited by, Mrs. 
Bootb's Remonſtrance, that he had now no 
more of that Stiffneſs and Formality which 
ſhe had worn on a former Occaſion. On 
the contrary, ſhe now behaved with the ut- 
moſt Freedom and Good - Humour, and 
made herſelf ſo very agreeable, that Amelia 
was highly pleaſed and delighted with her 


Company. 


An Incident happened during this Viſit, 
that may appear to ſome too inconſiderable in 
itſelf to be recorded; and yet, as it certainly 
NJ a very ſtrong Conſequence in the 

ind of Mr. Booth, we cannot prevail on 
ourſelves to paſs it by. 


Little Emily, LG was preſent in the 
Room while Mrs. James was there, as ſhe 
ſtood near that Lady, happened to be play- 
ing with her Watch, which ſhe. was ſo 
greatly overjoyed had eſcaped ſafe from the 
Madman. Mrs. James, who expreſt great 
Fondneſs for the Child, deſired to ſee the 
Watch, which ſhe commended as the pret- 

f tieſt of che Kind ſhe hag ever ſeen,” 


| Amelia ke eager bold of this Oppor- 
. tunity to ſpread the Praiſes of her Benefactor. 


She 
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She preſently acquainted Mrs. James with 
the Donor's Name, and ran on with great 
Encomiums on his Lordſhip's Goodnels, 
and particularly on his Generoligy, . To 
which Mrs. James anſwered, .* O certain| 's 
Madam, his Lordſhip - hath uniyerſal y 
© the Character of being e Lan 
* rous—where he likes,” t4 5 
In uttering theſe Words, d laid a very 
ſtrong Emphaſis on the three la Mono- 
ſyllables, accompanying them at. the ſame 
time with a very ſagacious Look, a very 
ſignificant Leer, and a great Flirt with ber 
Fan. WE 


The greateſt es the World beach eyer 
produced, obſerves in one of his malt e ex- 
cellent Favs, . | 


Trifles light as Air 
ge ta the jealous. Confirmations frog 
A Frrgs of poly Miri. 


That Mr. Booth began to be poſſeſſed by 
this worſt of Fiends admits, I think, no 
longer doubt; for at this Speech of Mrs. 
James, he im imediately turned pale and 
from a high Degree of Chearfulneſs, wag 
* on a ſudden ſtruck dumb, ſo that he 
Et _ ſpoke 


. 
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ſpoke not another Word till Mrs. James 
left the Room. 5 | 


The Moment that Lady drove from the 
Door, Mrs. Eliſon came up Stairs. She > i 
entered the Room with a Laugh, and very 
plentifully rallied both Booth and Amelia 
concerning the Madman, of which ſhe had 
received a full Account below Stairs ; and 
at laſt aſked Amelia, if ſhe could not gueſs 
who it was but without receiving an An- 
ſwer went on, ſaying, * for my own part, 
I fancy it muſt be ſome Lover of yours; 
© ſome Perſon that hath ſeen you, and ſo is 
run mad with Love. Indeed, I ſhould 
© not. wonder if all Mankind were to do 
© the ſame. La! Mr. Booth, what makes 
© you grave? why, you are as melan- 
« choly as if you had been robbed in earneſt. 
Upon my word, tho? to be ſerious, it is 
© a ge Story; and as the Girl tells it, 
I know not what to make of it. Perhaps 
it might be ſome Rogue that intended to 
rob the Houſe, and his Heart failed him; 
yet even that would be very extraordinary. 
What, did you loſe nothing, Madam? 


. Nothing at all, anſwered Amelia. He 
© did not even take the Child's Watch.“ 


: « Well, 
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7 Well, Contain, cries Mrs. Ellifen,. «1 
| © hope you will take more Care of the 
* Houſe to-morrow ; for your Lady. and I 
* ſhall leave you alone to * Care of it. 
Here, Madam,“ faid ſhe, here is a Pre- 
« ſent from my Lord to us; here are two 
Tickets for the Maſquerade at Ranelagh. 
Tou will be ſo charmed with it. It is 
. the ſweeteſt of all Diverſions.” 8 


jp . May I be Fra Madam, ries 
Booth, if my Wife ſhall £0 chither! . 


. Mrs. Elliſon ſtared at theſe Weds, 22 
indeed ſo did Amelia: for they were ſpoke 
with great Vehemence. At length the former 
cried out with an Air of Aﬀoniſkment, i 
Not let your Lady go to Ranelagb, Sir ??, 


No, Madam,” cries Booth, 1 will not 
let my Wife go to Ranelagb. ; 1 


Vo ſurprize me,“ cries Mrs. Elliſon. 
© Sure you are not in earneſt,” 


Indeed, Madam, returned he, 8 Ke 
6 ſeriquſly in earneſt, And what is more, 
I am convinced ſhe would of her on ac- 
nenn , — 
1 ö Now. 
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Now, Madam, faid Mrs. Elliſon, © you 


| © are to anſwer for yourſelf ; and T will for 
your Huſband, that if you have a Deſire 
to go be will not refuſe you.” 


„ 


* Nope. Madam, eee Amelia 
with great Gravity, I ſhall never deſire 
to go to any Place A to Mr. Booth's 


4 Inclinations.” 


Did ever Mortal bane ths like?* fad. 
Mrs. Ellifon, « you are enough to ſpoil the 
« beſt Huſband in the Univerſe. Inclina- 
tions! What is a Woman to be governed 
then by her Huſband's Inclinations, tho' 
9 * they are never ſo unreaſonable ? OO 


* 


OS: Pardon me, Madam, ſaid Antlia, . 
will not ſuppoſe Mr. Boothꝰs Inclinations 
« ever can be ated, I am very much 
* obliged to you for the Offer you have 
© made me; but I beg you will not mention 
it any more: for after what Mr, Booth 
© hath declared, if Ranelagh was a Heaven 
upon . I would refuſe to go to it.“ 


I thank you, my deat, cries Booth 
on 71 de aſſure you, you oblige me beyond 
my Power of Expreffion by what you 
6 * lays, 5. — I will hs to ſhew you 


i 8 4 both 


3 
N — . 
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| + doch y Senlbility of ſuch-Goodneks, and 
F my ng Gratitude to ĩt . 


And pr ay, Sir,“ cries Mrs. Elli ſon, 
* what can be your Objection to your Lady's 
* going to a Place, which I will venture to 
« fay is as table as any about Town, and 
* which is 9 by "the" cp | rare of 


pany?? 8 


Pardon me, pay Mis, - Elliſon, ſaid 
Booth. © As my Wife is fo good to acquieſce 
without knowing my Reaſons, I am not, 
I think, obliged to aſſign them to any 
other Perſon. We have no Confeſſors in 
. a : 2 


* Well? « cries Mes. Elliſon; 8 if I bad 

« beet told this, 1 would not have believed 
© it, What refuſe your Lady an innocent 

_ © Diverſion, and that too when you have 
not the Pretence to ſay it would Bore a 
4 Wan FT ee: 


e Why will you ſay any more on this 

Subject, dear Madam? cries Amelia. 

All Diverſions are to me Matters of 

ſuch Indifference, that the bare Inelina- 

« tions of any one for whom I have the 

a aſl, Ya,” would at all times turn the 
L 4 6 Balance 
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Balance of mine. I am ſure then after 


* what Mr. Booth hath ſaid'— 
My dear, cries he, © taking her up 


© haſtily, I ſincerely aſk your Pardon, I. 
* ſpoke inadvertently and in a Paſſion — I 


never once thought of controuling you 


© nor ever would.—Nay, I faid in the ſame 
© Breath you would not go and upon my 


* Honour I meant nothing more.” 


28 My dear, ſaid ſhe, you ou have no need 
© of making any Apology. I am not in 
< the leaſt offended, and am convinced _ 


will never deny me what I thall deln. 


« Try him, try him, Madam,* cries M. 


Elliſon, I will be judged by all the Women 


© in Town, if it is poſlible for a Wife to aſk- 
- © her Huſband any thing more reaſonable. 

Lou can't conceive what a ſweet, charm-- 
<. ing, elegant, delicious Place it is. — Para- 


« dile itſelf can hardly be equal to it. 


- © I beg you will excuſe me, Madam,” 


ſaid Amelia, * nay, I intreat you will aſk me 


© no more: for be aſſured I muſt and will 
< refuſe—Do let me deſire you to give the 


Ticket to poor Mrs. Bennet. I believe it. 


+: = Our greatly 0 ber.” — 


— — 


Pardon : 


3372 5 n 
- * T 
* 
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Pardon me, Madam, ſaid Mrs. Elliſon. 
© If you will not accept of it, I am not ſo 
=. diſtreſſed for want of Company as to go 

to ſuch a public Place with all * - 
* People neither. I am alway > 


to ſee Mrs. Bennet at my own H 
cauſe I look upon her as a very 5 = 


of Woman; but I don't chuſe to be ſeen 
with ſuch People i in raue Places. 
Gon at 


Amelia expreſt ſome little Indigna 
this laſt Speech, which ſhe declared to be 
entirely beyond her Comprehenſion ; and 
ſoon after Mrs. Elliſon, finding all her Ef- 
forts to prevail on Amelia were ineffectual, 
took her Leave, giving Mr. Baoth two or 
three ſarcaſtical Words, and a muck more 


ſarcaſtical Look at her Departure. 


E I. 


Li 


* — ä —— 2 —jœ—6r. r — 
—— — — — — 
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N 3 hire » 
2 5 Tort ans, | 7 1 A P. VI. 7 3» 

t 1 Scene, in which ſome Ladies wil 22 
" think Amelia' s 1 3 8 


; 12 TY ETB WM 
poor H and bis Wife, bang left alone, 
a folemn Silence prevailed during a few 
Minutes. At laſt Amelia, who'though a 
good, was * a human Creature, ſaid to 
her Huſband, Pray, my dear, do inform 
me, what could put you into fo great a 
Paſſion when Mrs. Elliſon firſt n me 
8 Une Tickets for this Maſquerade F 1. 


aw 1 bad rather you would 2 
faid Booth. © You have obliged me great- 
ly in your ready Acquieſcence with m 

Deſire, and you will add greatly to the 
Obligation by not enquiring the Reaſon of 
it. This you may depend upon, Amelia, 


that your Good and Happineſs are the 
great Objects of all my Wiſhes, and the 


© End I propoſe in all my Actions. This 
View alone could tempt me to refuſe you 

* any thing, or to conceal arty thing from 
| * you.” 


© ] will appeal to ; yourſth f ni 


the, © whether this be not uſing me too e 
like 


ä P n n — 


"Wigs eco” . ¾ ¾ APE” i" OE Sh gr cone 
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* like a Child, and whether I can  "_ y 
1 * being a little nee at it. 
+ 
6 Not in he leaſt, : candid wag 41 now 
« you only with the Tenderneſs of a Friend. 
« ] would only endeavour to conceal that 
from you, which I think would give yeu 
« Uneafineſs if you knew. Theſe are called 


2 the pious. Frauds of Friendſhip,” \ ab 


| % 1 deteſt all Fraud, lays ſhe; and pious 
is too good an Epithet to be joined to ſo 
odious a Word. You have often, your 
know, tried theſe F rauds with no better 
Effect than to teize and torment me. 
Lou cannot imagine, my Dear, but that 
J muſt have a violent Deſire to know the 
Reaſon of Words, which, I own, I never 
expected to have heard. And the more 
© you have ſhewn a Reluctance to tell me, 
the more eagerly: I have longed to khow. 
Nor can this be called a vain. Curioſity! £ 
« ſince I ſeem ſo much. intereſted in this 
Affair. If after all this, you tilt inſiſt 
on keeping the Secret, I will convince 
you, I am not ignorant of the Duty of a 
Wife, by my Obedience; but I cannot 
© help. telling vou at the ſame time, you 
© will make me one af the moſt miſerable 


af Women.“ % ene e 


eee. 


. 
- FA Of 
> 
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« That i W. * cries he, in os Words, 
my dear Emily, to ſay, I will be contented 


©: without the Secret; but I am reſolved o 


8. en it nevertheleſs. 


< Nay, if you ſay fo,” cries the, I am 
* 2 you will tell me — Poſitively, 


dear Bilh, 1 muſt and ou know.” 


1. Why then poſitively, ſays Booth, 1 
© will tell you. And I think I ſhall then 
_ * ſhew you, that however well you may 
© know the Duty of a Wife, I am not al- 
* ways able to behave like a Huſband. In 


a word then, my Dear, the Secret is no 
more than this 3 I am unwilling you 


© ſhould receive any more Preſents from 
c 


my Lord. 3 
|< Mercy upon me!“ cries ſhe, with all the 
Marks of Af nt what a 8 
rade Ticket | | 


+. my Dear, EIN ru 


< perhaps the very worſt and moſt dange- 


© rous of all. Few Men make Preſents of 
6 Tickets to Ladies, without intend- 
2 meet them at the Place. And 


we know of your Companion. | 


1 
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might be the Conſequence of going with 
bp . ſuch a Woman to ſuch a Place, to meet 
* ſuch a Perſon, I tremble to think And 


4 myſelf no farther.” 
ſhe. < Good Heavens! did J ever 


© if I have ever done any thing to deſerve 
< ſuch a Suſpicion. If ever any Action of 


| + ſtained the Innocence of wy _ TO 
Abe contented.” | 


What you have juſt now v declared | "46k 


2 . We warts of Evil tant: ever afflicted hu-* 
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Io be ſincere with you, T have not liked 
her Behaviour for ſome Time. What 


now, my Dear, I have told you my Rea- 
« ſon of refuſing her Offer with ſome little 
« Vehemence, and, I think, I need cxpliin 
Fou nes not mas; Sir,“ 1 


© to hear this! I can appeal to Heaven, 
© nay, I will appeal to yourſelf, Mr. Booth, 


< mine, nay, if ever any Thought had 


Ho cruelly do you miſtake me,? ſaid 
Booth—* what Suſpicion have I ever ſhewn! * 


*. Can you aſk it, anſwered me, "0 
0 you, replied he, or r if ever [ enter- 


© tained a Thought leading that way, may 


8 man 
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man Nature attend. me. I know the pure 


Innocence of that tender Boſom, I do 
know it, my lovely Angel, and adore it. 


The Snares which COR be laid for that 


© Innocence,” were alone the Cauſe of my 
Apprehenſion. I feared what a wicked 
and voluptuous Man, reſolved to ſacrifice 
© every thing to the Gratification of a ſenſual 
< Appetite with the moſt delicious Repaſt, 
© might attempt. If ever I injured the un- 
© ſpotted Whiteneſs of thy Vigxe, in my 
pagination, may Hell— 50 


N Do not terrify me, cries the inter- 
© rupting him, © with. ſuch Imprecations. 
< O Mr. Booth, Mr. Booth, you muſt well 
know that a Woman's Virtue is always 
her ſufficient Guard. No Huſband with= 


* 


« out ſuſpecting that can ſuſpect any Dan- 


ger from thoſe Snares you mention And 


Irhy, if you are liable to take ſuch things 
into your Head, may not your Suſpicions 


© fall on me, as well as on any other ? for 
ſure nothing was ever more unjuſt, I will 
not ſay ungrateful, than the Suſpicions 
* which you have beſtowed on his Lordſhip. 
I do ſolemnly declare, in all the times I 
have ſeen the poor Man, he hath never 
once offered the leaſt Forwardneſs, His 
a Ae bath * i but 


1255 6 rather 
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rather remarkably diſtant than atherwiſe, 
c Particularly ©. we played at Cards to- 

« gether. I don't remember he ſpoke ten 
« Words to me all the Evening; _ when 
« ] was- at his Houle, tho? he ſhewed the 
by 8 Fondneſs imaginable to the Chil, 
6 dren, he took ſo little Notice of x me, that 
© a vain Woman would have been very little 

pleaſed with him. And if he gave. them 
many Preſents, he never offered me one. 
The firſt. indeed which he ever offered me 
« was that, which you in that kind manner 
0 ſatcod me to reſnſe⸗ Th £ 


„All cis may be 8 the Effect of 12 


ſaid Booth, I am convinced he doth, nay 


+ I am convinced he muſt like you; and 
my good Friend James, who perfectly 
0 — knows the World, told me, that his 
Lordſhip's Character was that of the moſt 
« profuſe in his Pleaſures with Women; 
* nay, what ſaid Mrs, James this very Even- 
1 * ing, e his Lordſhip is extremely generous 

« here he likes. I ſhall never forget 
© the Sneer 2 erke ſhe pee thoſe laſt 
Wes | | „ 1 


: by 


41 e they i injure him,“ cries 2 
Amelia. *- As for Mrs. James, ſhe was al» 
© ways: given, to be CANT 1 remarked 
1— | I > 
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< it in her long ago, as her greateſt Fault. 
And for the Colonel, I believe, he may 

© find Faults enow of this kind in his own 
© Boſom, without ſearching after them a- 
_ © mong his Neighbours. I am ſure he hath 

© the moſt impudent Look of all the Men 
© T know; and I ſolemnly declare, the very 
© laſt time he was here, he por me out of 


3 Countenance more than once.“ 


Colonel James, anſwered B ooth, « _ 


have his Faults very probably. I do not 
© look upon him as a Saint, nor do I believe 
© he deſires I ſhould 3 but what Intereſt 
© could he have in abuſing this Lord's Cha- 
© rater to me: or why ſhould I queſtion 
- © his Truth, when he aſſured me that my 
Lord had never done an Act of Beneficence 
© in his Life, but for the Sake of ſome mw; 
man whom he luſted after?ꝰ 


2 


© Then I myſelf can eee him,” replied 


Amelia: © for beſides his Services to you, 
« which for the future I ſhall wiſh to for- 
get, and his Kindneſs to my little Babes, 


2 how inconſiſtent is the Character whicir 


James gives of him, with his Lordſhip's 


Behaviour to his own Nephew and Niece, 
© whoſe extreme Fondneſs of their Uncle 


1 —1 


2 £1 | —_— proclaims his Goodneſs to them: 


* * 
—— . * 
; PX o * 


. . 
a 5 8 
-* . . 


ch. 6. AMELIA 233 


© —] need not mention all that I have heard 
from Mrs. Elliſon, every Word of which 


I believe: for Þ have great Reaſon to 


think, notwithſtanding ſome little Levity, 
© which to give her her due ſhe ſees and 
© condemns in herſelf, * is a very mn 


6 Sort of Woman.“ 


« Well, my dear,“ cries Booth, 1 may _ 
have been deceived, and I heartily hope I 
am ſo; but in Caſes of this Nature it is 
always good to be on the ſureſt Side: For 
as Congreve lays, 3 


R . & 


Aa _. 


1 


* The wiſe too jealous are. Fools 1 100 
ſecure. ä 


Here PE burſt into Tears, u ge” 
Booth immediately caught her in his Arms, 
and endeavoured to comfort her. — Paſſion 


however for a while obſtructed her Speech, 


and at laſt ſhe cried, —* O Mr. Booth, can 
« ] bear to hear the word en from 


bs { your. Mouth?“ 


Why, my Love,“ ſaid Booth, * will you 
* ſo fatally miſunderſtand my Meaning ? 
< How often ſhall I proteſt that it is not of 
k you, but of him that I was jealous. If 


* You, could look into my Breaſt, and there 
© read 


= 


rr CY II es UE ry 
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t read all the moſt ſecret Thoughts of my 

Heart, you would not ſee one faint Idea 
© to your Diſhonour.” FIR 


| « I don't Leifnderftaid you, my Dear,” 
faid ſhe, * fo much as I am afraid you miſ- 


© underſtand yourſelf. What ts it you fear? 


 —you mention not Force but Snares. Is 
© not this to confeſs, at leaſt, that you have 
© ſome doubt of my Underſtanding ? Do 


© you then really imagine me ſo weak as to 
© be cheated of my Virtue? Am I to be 


© deceived into an Affection for a Man, 
| © before I perceive the leaſt inward Hint of 
my Danger? No, Mr. Booth, believe me 


* a Woman muſt be a Fool indeed, who 


* can have in earneſt ſuch an Excuſe for her 
Actions. I have not, I think, any very 
© high Opinion of my Judgment; but ſo 


© far I ſhall rely upon it, that no Man 


breathing could have any ſuch Deſigns 
© as you have apprehended, without my 
immediately ſeeing them; and how I 


* ſhould then act, I hope my whole Con- 


duct to you hath ſufficiently declared,” | 


© Well, my dear,* cries Booth, © I beg 
© you will mention it no more, if poſſible 
forget it. I hope, nay I believe, I have 
1 been in the Wrong, pray forgive me. — 


4 


J 


4 


} 
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8 1 will 1 ds forgive: you, my dear, 


faid ſhe. If Forgiveneſs be a proper 


Word for one whom you have rather 
made miſerable than angry; but let me 
entreat you to baniſh. for ever all ſuch 
Suſpicions from your Mind. I hope Mrs. 
7 hath not diſeovered the 55 Cauſe 
* ur Paſſion; but poor Woman, if 

ad, I am convinced it would go no 
fe Oh Heavens! I would not for 
the World it ſhould reach his Lordſhip's 
Ears. You would loſe the beſt Friend 
that ever Man had. Nay, I would-not 
for his own Sake. Poor Man! for I re- 
ally believe it would affect him greatly, 
and I muſt, I cannot help having an 


© Eſteem for ſo much Goodiiefs A — 
* ſteem which by this dear Hand, ſaid 


he, taking Booth's Hand and king ity 
no Man alive ſhall ever obtain by ADD 
c Love to me. | 


Booth caught her in his Arms and wks: 
ly embraced her. After which the Recon- 
Ciliation foon became complete; and Booth. 
in the Contemplation of his Happineſs en- 


es buried all his W Thoughts, 


7 1" 


car 


* — 


" i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
b 
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c HAP. VI. 


A Chapter in which there is much Learning. 


E next Morning whilſt Booth was 


gone to take his Morning-walk, Ame- 
ke went down into Mrs. Ellſon's Apart- 
ment, where though ſhe was received with 
great Civility, yet ſhe found that Lady was 
not at all pleaſed with Mr. Booth; and 
by ſome Hints which dropt from her in 
Converſation, Amelia very greatly appre- 


 hended that Mrs. Elliſon had too much 


Suſpicion of her Huſband's real Uneaſineſs. 
For that Lady declared very openly, ſhe 
could not help perceiving what ſort of Man 
Mr. Booth was; and though I have the 
greateſt Regard for you, Madam, in the 


World, ſaid ſhe, © yet I think myſelf in 


Honour obliged not to impoſe on his 
* Lordſhip, who, I know very well, hath 
© conceived his greateſt Liking to the Cap- 
« tain, on my telling him that he was the 
s beſt Huſband in the World.? 


_ Amelia's Fears gave her much Diſtur- 
bance, and when her Huſband returned, 
ſhe acquainted him with them; upon which 
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Occaſion, as it was natural, ſhe reſumed a _ 
little the Topic of their former Diſcourſe, 


nor could ſhe help caſting, tho? in ver 
gentle Terms, ſome flight Blame on Boot "es 


for having entertained a Suſpicion, which 


ſhe ſaid, might in its Conſequence very 
Mbly prove their Ruin, and occaſion the 
Los of his Lordſhip s Friendſhip. 


Booth became highly affected with what 
his Wife ſaid, and the more as he had juſt 
received a Note from Col. James, informing 
him that the Colonel had heard of a vacant 
Company in the Regiment which Booth had 
mentioned to him, and that he had been 
with his Lordſhip about it, who had pro 
miſed to, uſe his utmoſt Intereſt to obtain 
him the Command. | 


The poor Man now expreſt the utmoſt * 
Concern for his Yeſterday's Behaviour, ſaid, 
he bel eyed the Devil had taken Poſſeſſion 
of him, and concluded with crying out, 
ſure I was born, my deareſt Creature, to 
s be your Torment.“ 9 


Amelia no ſooner ſaw her Huſband's Diſ- 
treſs, than ſhe inſtantly forebore whatever 
might ſeem likely to aggravate it, and ap- 


a herſelf with all her Power to we” 
im. 
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him. If you will give me leave to offer 
© my Advice, my. deareſt Soul, ſaid ſhe, 
1 think all might yet be remedied. I 
think you 4 me too well, to ſuſpect 
© that the Deſire of Diverſion ſhould induce 
© me to mention, what I am now going to 


£ propoſe. And in that Confidence, I will 
* aſk you to let me accept my Lord's and 
Mrs. Elliſons Offer, and go to the Maſ- 
* querade. No matter how little while I 
< ſtay there: if you deſire it, I will not be 
an Hour from yon. I can make a hun- 
© dred Excuſes to come home, or tell a 
+ real Truth, and ſay I am tired with the 
Place. The bare going will cure r 
Thing.“ 


n 15 no Ss done ſeaking, than 
Booth immediately approved her Advice, 
and readily gave his Conſent. He could 
not however help ſaying, that the ſhorter 
her Stay was there, the more agrecable 
it would be to him: For you know, my 
dear, ſaid he, I would never willingly 
be a Moment out of your Sight.” 


In. the Afternoon Amelia ſent wo invite 
Mes, Elliſon to a Diſh of Tea; and Booth | 
- undertook: to laugh off all that had palt 
Tae, in Which Attempt, the Fun. 

dant 
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dant wn Humour of 2 wow ”y im 
great Hopes of Succels. | 


| Mrs. Bennet came that Afternoon to 
make a Vilit, and was almoſt. an Hour 
with Booth and Amelia, before che _ 
of Mrs. Elliſon. | 


| Mr. Booth bag . 3 diſliked 
this young Lady and had wondered at the 
Flealure . "Imelia declared ſhe took in 
her Company. This Afternoon, however, 
he changed his Opinion, and liked her al- 
moſt as much as his Wife had done. She 
did indeed behave at this Time with more 
than ordinary Gaiety; and Good- humour 
gave a Glow to her Countenance that ſet 
off her Features, which were very pretty, 
to the beſt Advantage, and leſſened the 
Deadneſs that had uſually n in her 
I 


But if Booth was now pleased wich Mrs. 
Bennet, Amelia was (till more pleaſed with 
her than ever. For when their Diſcourſe 
turned on Love, Amelia diſcovered that 
her new Friend had all the ſame Sentiments 
on that Subject with herſelf. In the Courſe 
of their Converſation, Booth gave Mrs. 
Ane a Hint of wiſhing her a good Huf- 
: "I band, 


o 
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_ upon which both the Ladies declaim- 
againſt ſecond Marriages, with 

Vehemence, | 5 hs | 


Upon this Occaſion, Booth and his Wife 
diſcovered a Talent in their Viſitant, to 
which they had been before entirely Stran- 
gers, and for which they both greatly ad- 
mired her ; and this was that the Lady was 
a good Scholar, in which indeed ſhe had 


the Adyantage of poor Amelia, whoſe Read- 


ing was confined to Engliſh Plays, and 
Poetry; beſides which, I think, ſhe had con- 
verſed only with the Divinity of the great 
'and learned Dr. Barrow, and with the Hiſto- 
ries of the excellent Biſhop Burnet, almoſt 
the only Exgliſb Hiſtorian that is likely 
to be known to Poſterity, by whom he 
will be moſt certainly ranked amongſt the 


| greateſt Writers of Antiquity. 


Amelia delivered herſelf on the Subject 
of ſecond Marriages with much Eloquence 
and great good Senſe ; but when Mrs. Ben- 
net came to give her Opinion, ſhe ſpoke 
in the following Manner, I ſhall not 
enter into the Queſtion concerning the 
. + Legality of Bigamy. Our Laws cer- 
+ tainly allow it, and ſo, I think, doth our 
< Religion. We are now debating only = 
. . the 
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the Decency of it, and in this Light, 1 
on myſelf as ſtrenuous an Advocate a.? 
gainſt it, as any Roman Matron would 
© have been in thoſe Ages of the Common- 
< wealth, when it was held to be infamous. 
For my own part, how great a Paradox* 

* ſoever my Opinion may ſeem, F ſolemnly 
declare, | | ſee b bur little Difference between 
having two — — time, and at 
( © ſeveral times; and of this P am very con- 

_ © fident, that the ſame Degree of Love for 
2 firſt Huſband, which preſerves a Wo- 
© man in the one Cafe, will her in 
< the other. There is one Argument, which 
I ſcarce know how to deliver before” you, - 
© Sir; but— if a Woman hath lived with” 
her firſt Huſpand without having Chil- 
dren, I think it unpardonable in her to 

carry Barrenneſs into a ſecond Family. 
On the contrary, if ſhe hath Children by 5 
her firſt Huſband, to give them a ſecond 
2 *-Bacttep' is fill WE LEE GINA © ö 


But kippoſey: 


Madam,” cries Booth in- 
terrupting her, with a Smile, ſhe ſhould” 
have had Children by ber firſt * 
© and have loſt them.“ 


Vor. II. 


„ 
* . 
2 2 5 
& M | | Cs That ; 
— = 
* * 


— 
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| © Thatis {A Caſe,” * anſwered ſhe, with a 
Si ch, which 1 did not deſire to think of, 
18 — 1 muſt own it, the moſt favourable 
< Li ;ght in which a ſecond Marriage can be 
| 6. ſeen. But the Scriptures, as Petrarch ob- 
<. ſerves, rather ſuffer them than commend 
them; and St. Jerom ſpeaks againſt them 
c with the utmoſt Bitterneſs.* * I remem- 
ber, cries Booth, (( who was willing either 
to ſhew his Learning, or to draw out 
© the Lady's,)a very wiſe Law of Charon- 
< das the famous Lawgiver of Thurium, by 
which Men, who married a ſecond time, 
< were removed from all public Councils: 
for it was ſcarce reaſonable to ſu ppoſe, 
< that he who was ſo great a Fool in his 
_ © own Family, ſhould be wiſe in public 
Affairs. And tho? ſecond Marriages were 
permitted among the Romans, yet they 
were at the ſame time diſcouraged ; and 
_ © thoſe Roman Widows, who refuſed them, 
£ were held in high Eſteem, and honoured 
_ © with what Valerius Maximus calls the Co- 
© rona Pudicitie, In the noble Family of 
© CTmilli, there was not, in many Ages, a 
- . © ſingle Inſtance of this, which MV * 
. i 8880 


e. toties nuit, non nubit, Alullera 
Lebe wa True, 


C ; True, Sir, abt Mrs. 1 * Virgil 
£ —_ this a Violation of Chaſtity, and 
makes Dido n of it with 2 ame 


< . $7) refs 

„ Sed mibi vel Tellus optem prixs ima 4. | 
1 Biſcat; 1 

Voiel Pater ommipotens adigat me Fulmine | 
% eee Bf BEE +; 3 | 

Pallentes umbras Erebi, noftemgue pro- | 

fundam, 

Ante, pudor, quam te vob, aut tua Jura Fig 
4 „ 
| It neos, primum qui me ſbi junxit, 

0 OO 

Alle habeat ſemper ſcum, rroequ Se- 

Pulchro. . 1 


She repeated theſe Lines with ſo ſtrong 
an Emphaſis, that ſhe almoſt frightned Ame-- 
lia out of her Wits, and not a little ſtag- 
gered Booth, who was himſelf no contemp- 
tible Scholar He expreſſed great Admira- 
tion of the Lady's Learning; upon which 

ſhe ſaid it was all the Fortune given her by 
her Father, and all the Dower left her by 
her Huſband ; © and ſometimes,” ſaid ſhe, * I 


« am inclined to think 1 enjoy more Ple - 


< ſure from it, than if wry had beſtowed 
M 2 © 000": / 


8 
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* on me what the World would in gene- 
< ral call more valuable. She then took 
Occaſion from the Surprize which Booth 


had affected to conceive at her repeating 
Latin with ſo good a Grace, to comment 


on that great Abſurdity, (for ſo ſhe termed 
it,) of excluding Women from Learning; 


for which they were equally qualified with 
the Men, and in which ſo many had made 


ſo notable a Proficiency: for a Proof of 
which, ſhe mentioned Madam Dacier, and 
many others. F 


Tho' both Booth and Amelia ou twardly 


concurred with her Sentiments, it may be a 


Queſtion whether they did not affent rather 


out of Complaiſance, than from their real 


Judgment. 


„ 
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mg ſome unaccountable. Bebdviaur or f 
Mrs. Elliſon. + 00 


RS. Elliſon made her. Entrance at 
the End of the preceding Difcourle. 
At her firſt Appearance ſhe put on an unuſual: 
Degree of Formality and Reſerve z; but 
when Amelia had acquainted her that ſhe de- 
ſigned to accept the Favour intended her, 
ſhe ſoon began to alter the Gravity of her 
Muſcles, and preſently fell in with that 
Ridicule which Bratb thought proper to 
throw on his Yeſterday's Behaviour. 


The Converſation. now became very lively 
and pleaſant, in which Booth having men- 
tioned the Diſcourſe that paſſed in the laſt 
Chapter, and having greatly complimented 
Mrs. Benner's Speech orf that pages — 2 
Eilijon who was as ſtrenuous an Advocate 
nn. to my dhe 
„ declaring it was à certain 
3 ſhe intended to marry. again ſoon.. 
+. Married Ladies,” cries ſhe, © I believe, 
ſometimes think themſelves in earneſt in 
ſuch Declarations, cho they are oftner per- 
. e e dmpliments to their Huſ - 
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| bands; but when Widows exclaim loud- 
 *-ly againſt ſecond Marriages, I would 
| 


always lay. a Wager, that the Man, if 
not the INE is hn fixed 


1 on.“ 


| Mrs. Bennet made very little Anſwer to 
this Sarcaſm. Indeed ſhe had: ſcarce opened 
| her Lips from the Time of Mrs. Elliſon's 
| coming into the Room, and had grown 
| particularly grave at the Mention of the 
Maſquerade. Amelia 'imputed this to her 
ring left out of the Party, a Matter which 
is often no ſmall Mortification to human 
Pride, and in a Whiſper aſked Mrs. m_— 
if ſhe could not procure a third Ticket; 
which the received an abſolute Negative. 


| Diaing: the Ale Time of Mrs. Bennetis 
Stay, which was above an Hour afterwards, 
ſhe remained perfectly ſilent, and looked 
extremely melancholy. This made Amelia 
very uneaſy, as ſhe concluded ſhe had gueſt 
the Cauſe of her Vexation. In which Opi- 
nion ſhe was the more confirmed from 
certain Looks of no very pleaſant Kind, 

which Mrs. Bennet now and then caſt on 


Mrs. Elliſan, and the more than ordinary 

Concern that appeared in the former Lady's 
Countenance, whenever the Maſquerade was 
[nb © : 35 men- 
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mentioned, and which unfortunately was tlie 
principal Topic of their Diſcourſe : For Mrs. 
Elliſon gave a very elaborate Deſcription of 
the extreme Beauty of the Per and Ele- 
nt, of the Diverſion. 3 
When Mrs. Bennet was ; dep Lond Amelia 
could not help again folliciting Mrs. Elliſon 
for another Ticket, declaring ſhe was cer- 
tain Mrs. Bennet had a great Inclination to 
go with them; but Mrs. Elliſan again ex- 
cuſed herſelf from aſking it of his Lordſhip. 
Beſides, Madam, ſays ſhe, if I would 
* go thither with Mrs. Bennet, which, Town 
to you, I don't chuſe, as ſhe is a Perſon - 
* whom no Body knows, I very much 
doubt whether ſhe herſelf would like it: 
For ſhe is a Woman of a very unac- 
countable Turn. All her Delight lies in 
Books; and as for public Diverſions, ! 
have heard her often ren her Abhar- . 
n 1988 . 


What then, aid: e c MEE fs oc- 
caſion all that Gravity from the Moment 
« the ee Was mentioned Bd pO: 


4:4 As "a that, l 1 the: at c Wl 
2 is no gueſſing. Lou have ſeen her alto- 
e a grave before now. She hath 

M 4 5 had 
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| \ had theſe Fits of Gravity at times ever 
8 


| . Ireature!* cries Amelia. 1 
8 . Ws ty her. For ſhe mult certainly 
« {uffer a great deal on theſe Occaſions. 

iS 4 N I have . A eres er 

Th to er $1 | 


81 « Perhaps you would not | like ber fo 
Well, if you knew her thoroughly, an- 
iwered. Mrs. 4 Elſon. Sbe is upon - 4 
whole but of a whimfical Temper; and, if 
qu will cake my Opinion, you ſhould net 
© cultivate toe much Intimacy with her. 
Pa waking you will never mention what I 
| 8 lay 3 hint Hoc: hke me Pifures which 
eee al 6 LRRanE. - 


n ee id. not FEY to agree with theſe 
-Sentiments, and the greatly amportuned 
m_ Elliſon to be more explicit; but to 
2 rpoſe; ſhe continued to give only 
Hints to Mrs. Benne s Didadvantge ; 
and, af ever the let drop ſomeihing a little 
too harſh, the failed not immediately to 
| 2 herſelf, by throwing ſome gentle 
: mendations into the other Scale; ſo 


dee appeared aeg unse- 


Ountable to Amalia, and 2 
DR * | + FS : ge 


cn. $0 ITE? 8 
ſhe knew not whether to conclude Ns. 
— to be a Friend « or nes to. Min. 


During this let comes Boath was, 
not in the Room: For he had been fum-. 
moned down. ſtairs by the Serjeant, whe. 
came to him with News from Murphy whom 
he had met that Evening, and who had, 
aſſured the Serjeant, that if he was de- 
ſirous of recovering the Debt, and which he 
bad before ,pretended to have on Booth, he. 
might ſhortly have an Opportunity 3 fer. 
that there was to be a very ſtrong Pericion, 
to the Board, the next Time they lat. 
| Murphy faid further, that he need not fear 
having his Money: For that to his certain, 
Knowledge the Captain had ſeveral Things, 
of great Value, and eren ane Ciorets had. 


Gold- Watches. 


& This greatly alirened Broth, * Kill 
more, when the Serjeant rex ported to him 
from „that all thels Things hat 
been ſeen in his Poſſeſſion within a Day 
laſt paſt. He now plainly perceived, as 
he P ht, that Murphy himſelf, or one 
of his Emiſſaries, Ys 255 the ſappo 
Mad man; and he now very well accounted. 
do me in his own Mind, for all chat 
MS had 


aa 1 


| 


FC 


& x ca - ———— * —— — — * — wp — 


— —— — 
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had happened, conceiving that the Deſign 
was to examine into the State of his Effects, 
and to try whether it was worth his Cre- 
ditors while to — bim by Law. 


At his Bun to his 33 Fi 


Peet apt mer what he had heard to Ame- 


lia and Mrs. Elliſon, not diſguiſing his Ap- 


prehenſions of the Enemy's Intentions; 


but Mrs. Elliſon. endeavoured to laugh him 
out of his Fears, calling him faint-hearted, 
and aſſuring him he might depend on her 


: Lawyer. — Till you hear from him, “ ſaid 


ſhe, you may reſt entirely contented : 

For take my Word for it, no Danger 
© can happen to you, of which you will not 
© be timely. apprized by him. And as for 
© the Fellow that had the Impudence to 


© come into your Room, if he was ſent 
on ſuch an Errand as you mention, I 


< heartily wiſh I had been at home; I 


would have ſecured him ſafe with a 
< Conſtable, and have carried him directly 


before Juſtice Threſber. I know the Ju- 
© ſtice is an une to Bailiffs on his own 
2 nnn. * *h M 


1 This LIND LEE 2 4 rouſed 
* Courage of Booth, and ſomewhat com- 
forted Amelia, tho the ** of bom: had 
=. 
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been too much hurried, to ſuffer them 
either to give or receive much Entertain- 
ment that Evening; which Mrs. Elliſon 
perceiving ſoon took her Leave, and left 
this unhappy Couple to ſeek Relief from 

Sleep, that powerful Friend to the Di- 
ſtreiſed, tho? like other powerful Friends, 
he is not always ready = give bs AG: 
. to thoſe who 1 it OW: "526 
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News which Are — — on 
which Occalion, Amelia did all the could te 
conceal her own Fears, and to quiet thoſe 


of her Huſband. Ar laſt ſhe turned the 


Converſation to another Subject, and poor 


Mrs. Bennet was brought on the Carpet. 
I ſhould be ſorry,” cries Amelia, * to find 
© I had coneeived an Affection for a bad 


© Woman; and yet I begin to fear Mrs. El- 
© lifon knows ſomething of her more than 


© ſhe cares to diſcover; why elſe ſhould ſhe 


1 vovilling to be ſeen with her in Pub- 


lic? Beſides, I have obſerved that Mrs. 
Elliſan hath been always back ward to in- 
$; trodyec her to me, nor would ever bring 


© her to my Apartment, though I have 
often defired her. Nay, ſhe hath given 
me frequent Hints not to cultivate the 
« Acquaintance. What do you think, my 
dear ?—T ſhould be very ſorry to contract 
* a "—_ with a 2 * 


* Nay, 


. 
CE ͤ 
. % ͤ—1ꝙ-1 re un COoot jour — 


—— — 
—ñññ ̃ͤ ͤͤ—e—Ä:§2D?’1kd̃.. — — — —-—-—- — — 


, EY 


| _ © the ſhould not have introduced Mrs. Ben- 


+ net into your Company, ſhe was very 
| much in the —_ in 1 introducing” — 
s -;3nto it.“ + IS AXEDF 8 10 2 


Oy 
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In Diſcourſes of this kind they paſt the 


| Remainder of the Evening. In the Morn- 


ing Booth roſe early, and going down Stairs 


received from little Betty a ſeated: Note, 
which Contained: the Yoo Words: 


Beware, beware, beware,” © 1 
For I apprehend a — l 0. 
Is laid for virtuous Innocence, © 


| Under 4 Friend 5 Falſe Pretence. ane 


75 * 


K *4 


"Both Ince del en 
whi brought this Note, and was told it 
came by a Chairman, who having delivered 


ir departed without ſaying a Word. | 15 


2 * * ; * 
ESI S 


He was extremely Raggered at what 
ran and preſently referred the x whats 
the fame Affair on which he had received 


thoſe Hints from Atkinſon the preceding 
Nn > 


CESS & MELEA | 3 


e Nay,” "_ any cries "Booths * 1 e 
| no more of her, nor indeed hardly” i 
much as yourſelf. But this I chink, chat 
if Mrs. Elliſon knows any Reaſon why 


o& - +. 7 


quired: ob Git | 


«4 
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Evening; but when he came to conſider 
the Words more maturely, he could not ſo 
well reconcile the two laſt Lines of this 
poetical Epiſtle, if it may be ſo called, 
with any — which the Law gave him 
Reaſon to apprehend. Mr. Murphy and 
his Gang could not well be ſaid to attack 
either his Innocence or Virtue ; nor did they 
attack him under -any Colour or Pretence EF 


2 F nan 


Aſter ich 8 on \ this Matter, 
a very ftrange Suſpicion came into his 
lead; and this was, that he was betrayed | 
E © by: Mrs. Elliſon. He had for ſome time 
' . conceived no very high Opinion of that 
— and he now began to 
ſuſpect that ſne was bribed to betray him. 
By this means he thought he could beſt ac- 
count for the ſtrange Appearance of the 
ſuppoſed Madman. And when this Con- 
ceit once had Birth in his Mind, ſeveral 
Circumſtances nouriſhed and improved it. 
Among theſe were her jocoſe Behaviour 
and Raillery on that Occaſion, and her 
Attempt to ridicule his Fears from the 
| 97 . en _ 


— 


9 0 # 
4 P ; : > 
| This 
- n 


1 
' T his Suſpicion: 1 was. ed 3 
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and not at all warranted by, or even con- 4 


ſiſtent with the Character and whole Beha- 
viour of Mrs, Ellifon ; but it was the only 


one which at that time ſuggeſted itſelf: to 


his Mind; and however blameable it mi ight 
be, it was certainly not unnatural in him 
to entertain it: for ſo great a Torment 
is Anxiety to the human Mind, that we 
| always endeavour to relieve ourſelves from 
it, by Gueſles however doubtful or uncer- 
tain z on all which Occaſions Diſlike and 
Hatred are the ſureſt Guides to lead our 

nn to its Object. | 


When Amelia roſe to | Breakfaſt, Booth 
produced the Note which he had received, 

ying, my Dear, you have ſo often blamed 
me for keeping Secrets from you, and I 
© have ſo often indeed endeavoured to con- 
« ceal Secrets of this Kind from you with 
< ſuch ill Succeſs, that, I think, I ſhall 
never more attempt it. Amelia read the _ 
Letter haſtily, and ſeemed not a little diſ- 
compoſed ; then turning to Booth with 
a very diſconſolate Countenance ſhe ſaid, 


« ſure Fortune takes a Delight in terrifying _ 


* us! what can be the Meaning of this? 


T — fixing her Eyes attentively on the 
EIT | Paper, 


— 
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Paper, ſhe peruſed it for ſome time, till 
Booth crĩed —— Ho is it poſſible, my 
"Emily, you can read ſuch Stuff patiently ! 
The Verſes are certainly as bad as ever 
© were written.“ I was trying, my Dear,” 
an{wered ſhe, * to recollect the Hand ; for 
«I will take my Oath, I have ſeen it be- 
© fore, and that very lately*—and ſuddenly 
me cried out with great Emotion, I re- 
member it perfectiy now—— It is Mrs. 

© BennePs Hand. Mrs. Elliſon ſhewed me 
<a Letter from her but a Day or two ago. 
© It is a very remarkable Hand, anc] 10 am 
CENTER Yes.” _ . 


If it be her's,* cries Booth, 6 dt: can. 
© ſhe poſſibly mean by: the latter Part of 
* her Caution ? Sure NR: Elliſon hath W 


* Intention to betray us. 


. I n not what me means,“ anfeiet 
A . © but I am reſolved to know im- 
© mediately ; for I am certain of the Hand. 
© By the greateſt Luck in the World, ſhe 
- told me Yeſterday where her Lodgings 
were, when ſhe preſſed me exceedingly to 
come and ſee her. She lives but a very 
© few Doors from us, and I will gy to her 
21 this O_ | 


U PY » 53 X . 2 
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| Booth maths not Ae 1 Oc Ks ” 
Wife's Deſign. His Curiolity was indeed 
as great as her's, and fo was his Impatience 
to ſatisfy it, tho? he mentioned not this his 
Impatience to Amelia; and ee it n 
been well for him if he had. 


| Amelia therefore preſently equipped her- 
ſelf in her walking Dreſs, and leaving her 
Children to the Care of her Huſband; made 
all poſſible Haſte to Mrs. Benne!'s 2 


Anelia waited near five Minutes at Mrs. 
| Bennef's Door, before any one came to open 
it; at — a Maid. Servant appeared, who 
being aſked if Mrs. Bennet was at home, 
anſwered with ſome Confuſion in her Coun- 
tenance, that the did not know; © but, Ma- 
dam, faid the, © if you will fend up your 
Name; I will go and fee.? Amalia then 


dolcd her Name, and the Wench, after ſtay- 


a conſiderable Time, returned and ac- 
quainted her that Mrs. Bennet was at home. 
She was then uſhered into a Partour, and told 
chat the Lady would wait on her rwe 


Ia chis Parlo . | 

as the Phraſe is, Hear a Quarter of an Hour. 
She ſeemed indeed at this Time, in the 

min 
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miſerable Situation of one of thoſe 
- Wretches, who make their Morning Mie 
to the Great, to ſolicit Favours, or per- 
haps to ſolicit the Payment of a Debt: 
- for both are alike treated as Beggars, and 
the latter ſometimes conſidered as the more 
troubleſome Beggars of the two. c 


- During her Stay here, Amelia obſerved 
the Houſe to be in great Confuſion; a great 
-  Buſtle was heard above Stairs, and the Maid 
ran up and down - ſeveral Times in a great 
0 


e length Mrs. Bennet herſelf came in. 

She was greatly diſordered in her Looks, 
and had, as the Women call it, huddled on 
her Cloaths in much Haſte ; for in truth, 


ſhe was in Bed when Amelia Erſt came. Of 
this Fact ſhe informed her, as the only 


Apology ſhe could make for having cauſed 
her to wait ſo long for her Company. 


Aulis very readily accepted. her Apo- 
| logy, but aſked her with a Smile, if theſe 
early Hours were -uſual with her. Mrs. 
Bennet turned as red as Scarlet at the Que- 
ſtion, and anſwered, no indeed, dear Ma- 
£ n. 1 am, for "he moſt ure a verx 
1111881 n 
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_ + early Riſer; but I happened accidentally 


to ſit up very late laſt Night. I am ſure 
I I had little Expectation of your INE 
me ſuch a Favour this Morning. 


ſtedfaſtly at her, 
adam, you ſhould 


Amelia looking ve 
ſaid. Is it poſſible, 


5 think ſuch a Note as this would raiſe no | 1 


« Curioſity in me? She then gave her 
the Note, aſking her if ſhe did not know 
the Hand. 


— 
x 


Mrs. Bennet e in thi mk Sur- 
prize and Confuſion at this Inſtant. Indeed 
if Amelia had conceived but the ſlighteſt 
Suſpicion before, the Behaviour of che! Lady 
would have been a ſufficient Confirmation to 
her of the Truth. She waited not therefore 
for an Anſwer, which indeed the other ſeem- 
ed in no haſte to give; but conjured her in 
the moſt earneſt Manner, to explain to her 
the Meaning of ſo extraordinary an Act of 
Friendihip: For ſo,” ſaid ſhe, © I eſteem 
it; being convinced you muſt have ſufſi- 
« cient Reaſon for the War your have 
| * ves” me. | ; 


Mrs Sos N * Heſitation, an- 


ſacral; I need not, I believe, tell you 
15 „ 
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how much I am ſurprized at what you 
have ſhewn me, and the chief Reaſon 
of my Surprize is ; how you came to 
« diſcover my Hand. Sure, Madam, you 
a en not ſhewn it to Mrs. net qr 


| 8 clared the had not; but defired 
ſhe would queſtion. her no farther. * What 
* ſignifies how I diſcovered it, lince _ 

Hand it certainly is? 


33 I own it is,” cries Mrs. Benner, / reco- 
vering r fince you have 
not 4 it to that Woman, I am ſatiſ- 
© fied. I begin w gucks now whence you. 
< might have your Information; but no 
© matter, I wiſh 1 had never done any 
thing of which I ought to be more aſha- 
med. No one can, I think, juſtly accuſe 
me of a Crime on that account; and I. 
thank Heaven, my Shame will never be 
directed by the falſe Opinion af the World. 
Perhaps it was wrong to ſhew my Let-- 
ter; but when I confader all Circumſtances, 
— apanl * 70 


Since you have gueſſed * Truth, 5 


aid Amelia, I am not obliged to deny 
* She indeed ſhewed me your Let- 
* ter 5, 


CD OY reer ISO I eee eee ET e ks 
5 bY * ? . IT ow” R * 


ter; but I am ſure you have not 8. 
© leaſt Reaſon to be aſhamed of it. 

« the contrary, your Behaviour on fo Pr 
© lancholy an Occafion was highly Praife- 
* worthy:; and your bearing \- under ſuch 
« Afflictions, as the Loſs of a Huſband 


< in ſodreadful a Situation, v was OY great 
® and heroical,” 1 


© So Mrs. Elin a hath Went you 
© my Letter? p* cries Mrs. Bennet eagerly. . 


FL * 


Why, did not you ayes it yourſelf N 
anſwered Amelra, © otherwife I am ſure 1 
have betrayed my Honour in mentioning it, 

I hope you have not drawn me inadver- 

tent into any Breach of my Promiſe. Did 
you not affert, and that with an abſolute 

< Certainty, that you knew ſhe had ſhewn 

me your Letter, and that you was. not 

angry with her for ſo doing? 


Il ] am fo confuſed,” replibe Mis. Zou: 
net that I ſcareꝶ know what I ſay; yes, | 
yes, I remember I did ſay ſo——I wiſh | 
« I had no greater Reaſon to be angry with |} 
+ her than that.. 


« For Heaven's ſake,” cries Amelia, * * a 
© not delay my Requeſt any longer? What 
1 1 
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vou ſay now greatly increaſes my Curio- 
« ſity; and my Mind will be on the Rack 
© till you diſcover your whole Meaning: 
© for I am more and more convinced, that 


* ſomething of the utmoſt Importance was 
1 the Purport of your Meſſage. e 


Of the utmoſt Importance indeed,” cries 

Mrs. Bennet, at leaſt you will own my Ap- 

< prehenſions were ſufficiently well founded 
© —O gracious Heaven, how happy ſhall I 
think myſelf, if I ſhould have proved 
your Preſervation ! I will indeed explain 
my Meaning ; but in order to diſcloſe all 
my Fears in their juſt Colours, I muſt 
unfold my whole Hiſtory to you. Can 
you have Patience, Madam, to liſten to 
the Story of the moſt unfortunate of Wo- 
* n 8 

Amelia aſſured her of the higheſt Atten- 
tion; and Mrs. Bennet ſoon after began to 

relate what is written in the Seventh Book 
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The End of the Second Volume. 


Doty 


At the Univerſal-Regiſter-Office, op- 
polite to Cecil- Street in the Strand, 


STATES and Houſes, either to be Sold or 

Lett, in any Part of Great-Britain ; Lodgings to 
be Lett, either in Town or Country. Perpetual Ad- 
vowſons and next Preſentations. Offices either civil 
or military. Money to be lent on all Kinds of Secu- 
rity, from 1004. to 100000/. Annuities to be bought 
and ſold. Inſurances on Lives, Ships, and Merchan- 
„ and Animals of all Kinds, &c, 

c. Ec. 


Maſters in all the Arts and Sciences ; Apprentices 


in all Trades; and Servants in all Capacities are re- 
1.— d; and a vaſt Variety to be heard of at this 
5 ce. | : 


| Note, This Office correſponds with "that in Dublin , 


and will ſhortly open an Office at the Corner of Corn- 
Dill, next to Biſhop/gate-Stree?t. And the Public are 


deſired to take Notice, that all other Offices are Coun- 
terfeits, and have no Correſpondence with us. | 


All Perſons, who intend to take in THR CovenT- 
GARDEN JouURNAL, which will be certainly pub- 
liſhed on Saturday the 4th of January next, Price 3 4. 
are deſired to ſend their Names, and Places of Abode, 
to the above Office, oppoſite Cecil-· Street in the Strand. 
2 the ſaid Paper will then be delivered at their 
ouſes. | 


